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Bryant  hits  Canada;  Canada  hits  back 


TheGreens  find  the  True  North  rather  more  than  expected 


Anila  Bryant's  swing  through  Canada  as 
part  of  Renaissance  international's 
Christian  Liberation  Crusade  has 
prompted  the  strongest  resistance  yet 
by  Canadian  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Bryant  appeared  in  Peterborough, 
Ontario  April  28.  In  Edmonton  April  29 
and  hit  Winnipeg  April  30. 

Although  the  orange  juice  evangelist 
had  appeared  In  Toronto  In  January,  the 
recent  three-city  blitz  was  her  first 
assault  on  smaller  Canadian  cities.  The 
visit  had  been  seen  as  a  "test"  of  the 
strength  of  gay  activism  In  those 
centres  —  there  had  been  some  doubts 
whether  smaller  groups  could  mount  an 
effective  opposition. 

However,  the  threat  of  Bryant's  par- 
ticular brand  ol  bigotry  galvanized  the 
gay  community  in  all  three  centres. 

Both  Peterborough  and  Edmonton 
had  their  first-ever  demos,  and  Winni- 
peg's anti-Bryant  action  drew  an 
estimated  350  people.  The  largest 
number  o1  gay  people  to  march  In 
Winnipeg  before  had  been  60.  Three 
hundred  people  startled  downtown 
Edmonton,  and  a  remarkable  150  rocked 
the  quiet  residential  streets  of  Peter- 
borough. 

For  the  first  time,  a  gay  action 
attracted  significant  support  from 
straight  organizations.  In  fact,  the 
support  and  endorsatlon  ol  straight  and 
women's  organizations  were  seen  lobe 
crucial  to  the  success  of  all  three 
actions. 

At  Trent  University  In  Peterborough,  a 
general  meeting  of  the  student  body 
voted  398  to  2  to  endorse  the  Anti- 
Bryant  rally.  In  Winnipeg,  a  message  of 
support  came  from  the  largest  union  in 
Canada  —  the  Canadian  Union  of 
Public  Employees  (CUPE).  CUPE 
National  President  Jack  Rodie  and 
Provincial  President  Grace  Hartman 
signed  a  statement  "in  support  of 
human  rights  legislation  defending 
homosexuals  from  discrimination  in 
employment  and  In  law " 

Bryant's  visits  have  much  the  same 
prof  He  from  city  to  city.  She  appears; 
does  a  little  singin',  a  little  prayin',  a 
little  cry  In';  and  does  a  little  talkin'  at 
press  conferences.  She  usually  protests 
she  "loves  the  sinner."  but  her  husband 
Bob  Green  ol  "Fishers  ol  Men,"  and  Ken 
Campbell  ol  Renaissance  International 
are  present  to  testify  to  the  evil  of 
homosexuality  —  with  particular 
emphasis  on  gay  people  In  education. 

"Renaissance  Manitoba  Is  using 
Anita  Bryant  to  try  and  stop  sex  educa- 
tion in  the  schools,"  says  Walter  Davis 
of  Alter  Stonewall,  the  gay  journal. 
'They  also  want  to  take  funding  away 
from  public  schools  and  give  It  to 
private  religious  schools.  The  Conser- 
vative Lyon  government  here  has  Indic- 
ated some  support  already  for  the  latter 
project." 

Reverend  Gordon  Quantz,  the  founder 
of  Renaissance  Alberta  (and  a  long-time 
good  friend  of  Ken  Campbell)  wants 
parents  to  recognize  "the  moral  decay 
present  In  schools  today,"  and  wants 
them  to  do  something  about  It 
M«ytB78 


Over  ISO  people  marchod  In  Peterborough 
lo  make  "say  history,"  according  to  organ* 
bar  Philip  Hannan. 

Below.  Jody  Faubert  takes  a  principled 
position  during  the  Toronto  rally  April  29. 
More  than  100  marchers  startled  Saturday 
shoppers  as  the  group  moved  to  a  rally  In 
Omen's  Park- 


Renaissance  international  has 
become  the  heart  of  the  Canadian  anti- 
gay  movement.  It  began  four  years  ago 
In  Halton,  Ontario,  when  Ken  Campbell 
created  the  group  to  stop  the  "satanlc 
Intrusion"  of  gay  people  in  the  school 
system.  His  daughters  had  had  to 
endure  a  gay  liberation  presentation  by 
McMasler  Homophlle  Association.  The 
organization  he  started  to  protect  other 
people's  daughters  has  since  slithered 
through  twenty  Ontario  cities  and 


I  moved  west. 

The  first  BC  chapter,  with  head- 
quarters in  Fort  Langley,  is  headed  by 
Or  Robert  Thompson,  former  national 
leader  ol  the  Social  Credit  Party.  His 
'  public  utterances  on  homosexuality 
i  sum  up  the  philosophy  of  Renaissance 
'  International. "Gay people areafter 
boys,"  claims  Thompson,  "they  even 
seduce  them  with  Ice  cream  cones." 
It's  an  appeal  to  the  oldest,  most 
i  groundless  and  most  Irrational  fear.  And 


it's  a  demand  for  government  Inter- 
ference In  the  private  lives  of 
people  —  straight  and  gay.  "The 
nation's  bedrooms  should  cradle 
righteousness,"  says  Thompson,  "and 
with  the  backing  of  the  state."  D 

More  news, 
pictures,  page  4. 


EDTTOWIAL/LETTERS 


Police  Crime 


What  would  happen  If  I  hey  declared  a  police  state  and  nobody  noliced? 
Nothing  much  lhal  hasn't  already. 

We  now  have  more  police  than  ever  before  —  one  tor  every  500  Canadians  —  uf 
10%  since  1972.  In  the  past  year,  Canadian  police  have  plan  led  more  electronic 
bugs  and  wiretaps  than  have  their  counterparts  In  the  United  Stales,  a  country  wilt 
len  limes  Canada's  population  The  Toronto  G/obe  antfMai'recenlly  reported  lhat 
police  break-Ins  without  warrant  number  into  Ihe  thousands. 

The  McDonald  Commission  investigating  the  RCMP  has  uncovered  not  only 
warrantless  break-ins  bui  also  illegal  mail  opening,  Illegal  police  access  to  confi- 
dential medical  files,  Illegal  secret  agreements  with  Revenue  Canada,  thell.  arson, 
and  obslructlon  ot  justice  Ihrough  the  destruction  of  evidence.  As  Richard 
Henschel,  writing  In  Canadian  Forum,  said  of  these  "technical  violallons":  "They 
are  real  crimes,  (or  which  ordinary  citizens  go  to  prison." 

The  RCMP  has  different  Ideas.  According  to  the  Globe,  "The  RCMP  does  not 
Ihlnk  Ihe  entries  are  Illegal  under  the  Criminal  Code  because  Iheoftlcers  do  not 
have  any  criminal  Intent. .  "A  neat  oul,  that  one.  Solicitor-General  Jean  Jacques 
6lais  says  lhal  he  Is  planning  no  disciplinary  action. 

At  Ihe  office  of  The  Body  Politic  last  December  the  police  marched  in  with  a  war- 
rant so  broadly  worded  lhat  It  allowed  them  to  cart  off  just  about  anything  they 
might  fancy,  Including  subscrlpllon  lists  and  personal  correspondence. 

The  government  has  so  tax  shown  itself  unwilling  lo  check  Ihese  growing  police 
excesses,  and  the  courts  haven't  proved  Ihemselves  much  better.  Twice  TBP  has 
gone  Into  the  courts  lo  have  Ihe  warrant  used  agains!  the  paper  quashed  and  the 
seized  material  returned.  Twice,  In  the  Ontario  Supreme  Court  and  in  the  Ontario 
Court  of  Appeals,  we  have  lost.  Twice  Ihe  courts  have  lold  us:  we  will  not  stand  in 
Ihe  way  of  growing  police  power  even  when  It  attacks  the  freedom  of  Ihe  press. 

We've  decided  lo  give  them  one  more  chance.  Our  lawyers  are  seeking  leave  to 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 

They  have  one  more  chance  to  prove  that  all  their  cant  about  freedoms  In  this 
country  Is  not  Jusi  so  much  verbal  ballast  to  be  (elllsoned  when  Ihe  state  needs  a 
convenient  scapegoat, 

A  favourable  decision  In  the  Supreme  Court  Is  Important  to  The  Body  Politic.  It 
would  mean,  at  least,  that  the  seized  malerials  would  finally  be  returned.  It  Is 
Important  to  the  gay  movement.  It  would  be  a  major  victory  agalnsl  govemmenl 
harassment. 

But  Itwlllalsobeimporianl  to  everyone  In  this  country  who  is  uneasy  about  the 
extent  lo  which  the  police  are  able  to  operate  freely  —  both  Inside  and  outside  of 
the  law  Unchecked  police  power  may  be  directed  against  minorities  like  ourselves 
struggling  for  our  rights  at  first.  But  history  shows  lhat  it  never  ends  there.  □ 


Circuses,  courts  and  columns 


This  Is  the  forty-third  issue  of  Trie  Body  Poltl lc,  Ihe  fourth  since  the  police  decided 
last  December  to  pay  us  one  Of  their  special  visits,  and  the  tenth  since  we 
discovered,  Just  a  year  ago,  that  Anita  Bryant  was  about  to  mean  more  to  us  than 
|ust  that  morning  glass  of  "sunshine." 

Both  Bryanl  and  Ihe  police  are  still  with  us,  In  fact  more  so  than  ever.  We've  held 
off  going  to  press  tor  two  extra  days  this  month  In  order  to  cover  Bryant's  latest 
Renaissance-sponsored  (ravelling  circus,  which  has  Just  completed  a  swing 
through  Peterborough,  Winnipeg  and  Edmonton  Gay  response  in  each  ol  Ihese 
communities  was  strong.  But  the  end,  unfortunately.  Is  not  at  hand:  next  on  Mrs 
Green's  list  are  Moose  Jaw  and  Owen  Sound,  See  Page  1. 

The  Body  Pontic's  legal  battles  continue,  with  their  attendent  meetings,  planning 
sessions  and  court  appearances.  It  all  takes  up  time  which,  we  don't  mind  saying, 
we'd  rather  be  using  In  other  ways.  Support  from  the  community  in  dollars,  labour 
and  moral  support,  has  done  much  to  keep  us  going.  Latest  developments  are 
reported  on  page  5. 

Two  new  columns  also  began  in  this  issue.  On  page  11,  Tim  Guest  heralds  "The 
New  Age"  with  a  Iresh  look  at  an  old  lopic:  objectification.  "The  New  Age"  is  to  be 
written  by  gay  youth  and  will  appear  as  regularly  as  we  have  material  (or  it.  So  far 
only  a  few  writers  have  been  lined  up  for  future  installments;  we'd  welcome  contact 
from  others  who  might  be  Interested, 

On  page  27,  Ed  Jackson  and  Jim  Tennyson  presenl  Ihe  first  in  a  series  of 
investigations  Into  major  obscenity  cases  of  Ihe  past,  a  topic  which  is,  needless  to 
say,  of  some  concern  to  us  right  now.  An  upcoming  segment  will  uncover  the 
existence  of  a  British  newspaper  columnist  of  the  Twenties  whose  tactics  were 
remarkably  similar  to  those  of  a  certain  Ian  of  ours  at  the  Toronto  Son     The  title  of 
Ihe  column:  "The  Real  Dirt." 

TheCollectiveD 


Pedophobia 


In  the  April  issue  of  TBP,  there  was  a 
letter  from  one  Judy  Springer,  who  said 
that  "a  feminist  view  of  rape  Includes 
sex  with  minors  as  a  form  thereof."  If  I 
understand  her  letter  correctly,  she 
would  have  us  believe  that  this  concept 
was  invented  recently  by  some  radical 
lesbian-feminists,  and  that  It  is  part  of 
feminist  dogma. 

Actually,  this  concept  Is  the  same 
one  which  was  used  by  heterosexual 
male  legislators  centuries  ago  when 
they  created  the  legal  concepts  of  the 
"age  ot  consent"  and  "statutory  rape." 
Thus,  there  Is  nothing  new  or  radical  or 
lesbian  or  feminist  about  this  concept. 
Before  It  Is  claimed  that  this  concept  is 
a  feminist  dogma,  It  should  be  noted 
that  there  are  lesbian-feminists,  such  as 
Marlon  Zimmer  Bradley,  who  are  In 
|  lavor  of  pederasty, Sprlngerspeaksof 

1  pedophilia  as  "a  male-male  relatlon- 

!  ship,"  the  impiicallon  being  thai  there  is 
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no  such  thing  as  lesbian  pedophilia. 
However,  I  have  mel  lesbian  couples  in 
which  one  of  the  lovers  was  under-aged, 
the  other  adult. 

It  Is  time  that  a  new  word  was  coined, 
namely  "pedophobia,"  as  a  parallel  to 
homophobia.  Pedophobia  operates  like 
racism:  white  racists  will  say  that  they 
are  tolerant  of  blacks  having  sex  with 
other  blacks,  but  are  Intolerant  of  blacks 
having  sex  with  whiles;  and 
pedophobes  will  say  that  they  are 
tolerant  of  juveniles  having  sex  with 
other  juveniles,  but  are  intolerant  ot 
Jeveniles  having  sex  with  adults. 

White  racists  would  not  say  such  a 
thing  unless  they  were  hostile  toward 
|  blacks,  and,  as  an  obvious  and  logical 
parallel,  pedophobes  would  not  say 
j  such  a  thing  unless  they  were  hostile 
I  toward  young  persons. Onlyaraclst 
i  would  oppose  Inter-racial  sex,  and  only 
i  an  ageist  would  oppose  Inter-age  sex. 
Stephen  W  Foster 
Dade  County,  FL 


Competitive  suffering 

Michael  Lynch's  article  "Forgotten 
Fathers"  in  the  April  issue  of  TBP  is  a 
pioneering  effort  In  Ihe  much-neglecled 
area  of  custody  rights  'or  gay  fathers.  I 
found  it  a  personal  pleasure  to  read 
about  close,  loving  bonds  between  gay 
lathers  and  their  children.  However, 
certain  ot  the  comments  regarding  les- 
bians In  the  article  left  me  teellng  rather 
uneasy. 

Lynch  argues  lhal  gay  lathers  are 
more  lonely  and  ostracized  that  lesbian 
mothers  because  a  lesbian,  as  a  woman, 
can  cash  In  on  the  social  stereotype  of 
nurturanceas  being  feminine,  a  stereo- 
type which  functions  lo  exclude  all  men 
from  Ihe  care  ot  children,  A  gay  father's 
role  as  a  nurturant  man  cannot  be 
understood  within  the  context  ot  such 
sexist  assumptions,  Lynch  proceeds  to 
show,  because  the  nurturing  man  breaks 
with  the  cultural  role  of  theaulhorita/ian 
male.  A  nurturant  relallonshlp  between 
a  man  and  a  boy  which  assumes  a 
1  sexual  dimension.  Lynch  maintains,  is 
1  the  most  stigmatized  and  oppressed 
1  form  of  the  possible  chlld-adull  relation- 
ships. 

Concerning  girl-man  sexual  relations 
Lynch  notes  paren  I  helically  "we  are 
amused,  not  rabid,  when  dealing  with 
Lewis  Carrolls  and  Humbert  Humberts." 
Is  amusement  any  less  oppressive 
than  condemnation?  It  should  be 
pointed  out  that  current  feminist  dis- 
cussion regarding  sexual  relations  with 
children  focusses  on  the  substance  of 
the  oppression  of  children  rather  than 
on  the  price  of  sexual  repression.  An 
enormous  gap  separates  Lynch's 
argument  from  the  feminist  one. 

I  Ihlnk  that  Lynch's  argument,  rather 
than  pointing  out  Ihe  differences  In  the 
experience  of  parenthood  between 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  instead 
cultivates  a  competitive  attitude 
towards  suffering.  He  seems  out  to 
prove  that  gay  falhers  suffer  more  than 
lesbian  mothers.  One  gathers  that 
lesbian  mothers  are  poor  but  happy, 
while  gay  falhers  are  rich  but  wretched. 
It's  difficult  to  see  who  wins,  since 
neither  group  Is  In  an  especially 
enviable  position. 

Lynch  further  argues  that  the  dis- 
cussion around  custody  rights  for 
lesbian  mothers  tends  to  see  nur- 
turance  as  a  sex-linked  trait  denied  men. 
To  the  best  ot  my  knowledge  the  earth- 
mother  arguments  found  In  matriarchal 
theories  and  the  women's  spirituality 
movement  have  played  no  role  In  the 
siruggles  for  lesbian  rights.  Wages  Due 
Lesbians  might  perhaps  be  seen  as 
drifting  in  that  direction,  but  an 
allegedly  Marxist  group  which  sees 
social  Justice  in  the  extension  of  wage 
labour  is  suffering  from  irremedlal 
contradictions.  Had  Lynch's  discussion 
of  lesbian  mothers  been  less  motivated 
by  a  spirit  ot  resentment  and 
competitive  suffering,  a  more  frulttul 
discussion  might  have  happened. 
Lome  Weir 
Toronto 

Michael  Lynch  replies: 
Lorna  Weir's  caricature  ot  what  I 
seemed  "out  to  prove"  is  witty  but,  I 
hope,  unfair  lo  my  argument.  If  a  spirit 
of  "competitive  suffering"  coloured  my 
article,  I'm  sorry  tor  it;  it  may  have 
sneaked  in  when  I  tried  to  articulate 
differences  that  seemed  to  me  to  need 
articulating.  I  too  would  welcome  an 
analysis  which  recognizes  distinctions 
without  implying  competition. 

Ridiculous  statement 

In  the  article  on  the  adoption  of  a  sexual 
preference  clause  In  the  Quebec  Bill  of 
Rights,  {TBP,  February)  there  Is  the 
following  sentence:  "But  the  few  news- 
papers outside  Quebec  which  picked  up 
the  Canadian  Press  wirestory  also 
picked  up  the  headline  'Sex  Rights  Bill 
Splits  Opposition.'" 

As  a  Journalist,  I  wish  to  point  out  that 
this  statement  is  ridiculous  and  makes 
TBP  seem  amateurish.  Newspapers  do 
not  "pick  up"  headlines  from  wire 
services,  or  from  anyone  else.  CP 
stories  are  certainly  not  transmitted 
with  headlines.  Every  newspaper  writes 
its  own  heads. 
David  Pinto 
Montreal 


Club  Bath  ad 

During  Gays  of  Ottawa's  last  Political 
Action  Committee  meeting,  we 
discussed  the  ad  submitted  lo  TBP  by 
the  Ottawa  Club  Baths  II  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  I  would,  on 
behalf  ol  the  Committee,  urge  you 
to  accept  the  ad 

Firstly,  Ihe  Ollawa  Club  Baths  Is  one 
ot  the  lew  places  where  gay  men  In  this 
city  can  go  to  meet  other  gay  men. 
While  the  Baths  are  certainly  not  liber- 
ating, they  do  providea  sateand  rela- 
tively supportive  place  tor  gay  men.  We 
feel  lhat  It  is  In  the  interests  ot  the 
Ottawa  gay  male  community,  at  presenl, 
to  extent  our  support  to  Ihe  Club  Baths. 
Advertisement  tor  their  business  no 
doubt  would  help  their  operation. 

Secondly,  we  do  not  feel  lhal  Ihe 
Image  portrayed  In  the  ad  Is  sexist.  We 
feel  lhat  it  Is  necessary  and  enjoyable 
for  us,  as  gay  men,  to  explore  and 
celebrate  gay  male  sexuality.  We  would 
be  averse  to  seeing  TBP  carry  ads  which 
express  sexuality  as  a  power  struggle, 
or  which  depict  violence.  Yet,  we  do  not 
see  the  Club  Baths  ad  as  falling  into 
these  categories.  Furthermore,  we 
believe  thai  lesbians  and  gay  men  must 
allow  one  another  the  space  and 
treedom  to  express  our  sexuality.  We 
live  In  a  society  which  is  ruthlessly 
sexist.  Given  that  we  have  been  social- 
ized In  this  society,  perhaps  it  would  be 
unrealistic  to  expect  that  sexuality 
would  ever  be  totally  tree  of  sexism. 
John  Duggan 

GO  Political  Action  Committee 
Ottawa 

• 
What  I  do  not  understand  is  thai  by 
refusing  Ihe  ad  from  the  Club  Baths, 
you  do  the  same  thing  you  oppose  when 
straight  newspapers  refuse  advertising 
from  the  gay  movement  because  they 
donot  share  our  opinions  or  way  of  life. 
Because  you  do  not  share  their  concept 
of  business-oriented  gay  sex,  you 
refuse  Ihem  public  exposure.  So  where 
does  treedom  stand? 
Jean  Qagnon 
-*-  -  City 


I  would  havavoled  logo  ahead  and  run  II. 
but  I  don't  think  Ihe  matter  is  worth  devel- 
oping Ill-feelings  and  division  over.  I'm 
sure  rep  could  use  the  revenue  from  Ihe 
ad.  I  think  smashing  squeamlshness 
about  the  naked  body  Is  as  Important  as 
learning  to  see  Ihe  beauty  in  real  people 
and  not  jusi  in  hypertrophled  stereo- 
types. I  think  TBP  Is  the  best  gay 
newspaper  I'veseen.  but  it  is  the  quality 
and  mix  of  the  writing,  of  the  art  work  and 
the  layout,  not  the  decorum  of  theadver- 
tisements  lhal  makes  me  feel  that  way. 
JenSuter 
Maumee.Ohlo 


l  understand  that  we  must  guard  against 
sexism,  ageism,  and  exploitation,  but  to 
me  pictures  of  men's  bodies  In  publi- 
cations are  simply  pictures,  with  no  -ism 
implied  forme.  If  I  want,  as  Ihe  viewer, 
to  put  an  -Ism  Into  my  vision,  that  Is  my 
problem,  not  Ihe  publication's.  Person- 
ally, I  find  the  picture  In  the  ad  (or  Club 
Ottawa  very  sexy  —  bul  I  do  not  feel 
desire  for  that  type  of  man.  nor  do  I  envy 
him  his  obvious  beauty.  He  Is  visually 
appealing,  that  is  all.  I  believe  that  I  am  a 
very  political  person  —  but  that  picture 
is  not  a  negative  political  statement  to 
me. 

Surely  the  Issue  has  been  clouded  by 
femlnlsis  assuming  that  what  applies  to 
the  exploitation  of  women  applies 
equally  to  men's  sexuality.  This  Is  not 
fair.  Men's  sexuality  is  different  from 
women's.  It  Is  straight  men  who  exploit 
women's  bodies  through  imagery. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  have  a  lot  In 
common;  but  it  Is  our  oppression  from 
straights  that  unites  us  and  our  sexual- 
ity lhat  separates  us. 
Paul  Goldring 
Montreal 


Our  omission: 

In  April's  TBP.  we  neglected  lo  mention 
the  aulhor  ol  ihe  poem  "Space  Case." 
Poet  Dgnnis  Cooper  lives  In  Los  Angeles, 
when,  he  edits  a  lllerary  magazine  called 
utttt  Caawr. 
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Fear  of  fission 

I  do  not  share  Ken  Popert's  tear  ol  the 

gay  movement's  ■'fission"  Into  apolitical 
-scattered  grouplels"  (Analysis,  TBP, 
April). 

Until  recently.  It  has  been  appropriate 
tor  gays,  Inexperienced  In  politics  and 
In  building  the  movement,  to  work 
primarily  tor  the  Inclusion  of  "sexual 
orientation"  In  all  the  human  rights 
codes  across  the  country.  That  struggle 
has  hardly  begun. 

But  In  order  to  change  more  broadly 
this  society's  legislation  and  attitudes 
about  us,  surely  It's  appropriate  to  bring 
pressure  from  many  perspectives  and 
groups.  One  gay  group,  no  matter  how 
committed  or  well  organized,  cannot 
1   seriously  hope  to  accomplish  that  task 
I       Surely  the  variety  ot  groups  on  The 
i   Body  Politic  Community  Page  IS  an  In- 
gestion of  our  growing  sophistication. 
In  a  political  sense,  surely  it  begins  to 
demonstrate  the  changes  we  are 
making  In  irade  unions,  in  traditional 
religions,  as  gay  lathers,  as  lesbian 
mothers,  as  lesbian  and  gay  youth. 

I  believe  tlrmly  that  the  more  sophisti- 
cated our  collective  me  becomes,  Ihe 
i    more  effective  will  be  our  response  to 
our  powerful  enemies. 
John  Argue 
Toronto 

• 

Grouplets,  shmouplets;  If  GATE  is 
losing  members,  it  should  do  something 
to  attract  members.  It  it  can't,  coalitions 
;  will  take  Its  place  as  an  organizing  force 
until  some  other  body  comes  along. 

Change  can  be  good. 
Gordon  Mont  ad  or 
Toronto 


Feminism  and 

Pornography: 

A  Reply 

to  Gerald  Hannon 

I  The  April  Issue  of  The  Body  Politic  has 
made  me  wonder  If  there  is  anyone  In 
'  the  collective  who  understands  either 
pornography  or  feminism,  not  to 
mention  the  links  between  the  two. 
1  Let's  take  pornography  Hrst. 

The  article  on  page  5,  "MP's  hit  hard 
at  'porn'  "  carries  a  vehement  defense  of 
the  "right"  of  certain  people  to  make 
money  by  buying  and  selling  sexual 
fantasies.  The  reason  given  Is  that 
"pornography  legislation  has  always 
been  used,  and  will  continue  to  be  used, 
to  harass  and  stifle  erotica  that  Is  exper- 
imental. Of  serves  minority  tastes," 
Now,  the  chief  end  of  the  pornography 
industry  is  nof  to  promote  either  artistic 
experimentation  or  sexual  liberation, 
but  rather  to  prey  upon  people's  sexual 
insecurities  and  dlssatistactions  and 
make  a  good  buck  out  of  them.  Porno- 
graphy legislation  in  Canada  is  directed 
not  only,  or  even  primarily  at  Lady 
ChatterleyS  Lover  or  at  Ulysses,  as  TBP 
claims,  bul  also  at  the  packaged  sex- 
uality thai  Is  peddled  in  streets  and 
porno  shops.  Sometimes  such 
legislation  is  used  for  the  suppression 
ot  bona  tide  erotica;  bul  the  excessive 
zeal  of  certain  authorities  should  not 
blind  us  to  the  fact  that  sometimes  legal 
controls  may  be  necessary. 

1  certainly  agree  —  and  most  women 
that  I  know  concur  —  that  it  Is 
necessary  to  fight  for  the  rights  to 
express  our  sexuality  freely  and  com- 
municate our  feelings  and  thoughts  to 
others.  However,  we  must  be  a  little 
|  more  discriminating  in  choosing  our 
allies  In  Ihe  light  against  repression  and 
bigotry:  the  pornography  industry  may 
I  well  turnout  to  be  one  of  our  enemies, 
'  not  one  ol  our  friends.  Today,  TBP  has 
ot  course  good  reasons  (or  loudly 
defending  civil  liberties,  freedom  ol  the 
press,  and  so  on:  but  II  should  not 
debase  the  gay  rights  movement  by  1m- 
i  plying  that  it  is  on  the  same  level  as  the 
"struggle"  of  certain  capitalists  to  sell 
i  more  varieties  of  sex  to  more  people.  By 
!  upholding  the  "right"  of  thepomo 
'  Industry  to  cater  to  "minority  tastes", 
7"BP  is  impllcilly  supporting  the  view  — 
so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  capitalists 
everywhere  —  that  sexuality  Is  a 
commodity,  to  be  freely  bought  and  sold 
on  the  open  market.  If  we  leave  sexual- 
ity in  the  hands  of  free  enterprise,  the 
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sex  industry  may  well  do  to  sex  what  Ihe 
food  industry  has  done  to  food:  give  us 
chemical  subslltutes  Instead  ot  the  real 
thing. 

I,  lor  one.  am  not  all  that  Interested 
m  obtaining  a  place  In  magazine  racks 
for  lesbian  porno.  I  am  Interested  in 
coming  to  an  understanding  ot  what 
sexual  liberation  involves,  and  in 
fighting  for  it,  and  I  hope  that  the  BP 
collective  agrees. 

Let  me  now  turn  to  Gerald  Hannon  s 
"analysis"  ol  feminism  and 
pornography.  Hannon  seems  to  feel  per- 
sonally threatened  by  "a  current  femin- 
ist Ihought"  upheld  by  some  anony- 
mous "other  feminists"  and  even  by 
"females"  in  general.  This  current  of 
thought,  in  his  view.  Is  intent  on  sending 
everyone  back  to  the  prudish,  sterile 
world  ol  Victorian  drawing-rooms.  More 
dangerously  —  Hannon  continues  — 
the  new  prudery  masquerades  as  "a 
'progressive'  movement"  led  by  such 
people  as  MP  Simma  Holt,  who  "has 
learned  to  manipulate  to  a  very  good 
effect  feminist  rhetoric  about  male 
supremacy  and  the  abuse  of  women." 

The  Canadian  government  may  well 
be  launching  an  attack  against  all  forms 
of  eroticism;  if  that  Is  the  case,  then 
feminists  should  indeed  |oln  TBP  in 
denouncing  the  proposed  legislation. 
But  Hannon.  instead  of  explaining  why 
women  should  oppose  the  proposed 
law,  insinuates  that  some  women  —  In- 
cluding criminologist  Lorenne  Clark  — 
are  naive  enough  to  support  a  reaction- 
ary law  without  knowing  what  they  are 
doing.  This  can  only  be  regarded  as  an 
insult  to  women. 

He  also  hints  that  some  of  us  may  be 
consciously  in  favour  of  such 
repression,  quoting  reports  which 
"prove"  that  women  are  Intent  on  "rein- 
forcing moral  values"  and  that  "more 
females  than  males  favour  the  censor- 
ship of  pornography." 

The  two  conclusions  that  the  reader 
is  asked  to  draw  are  thus.  1)  Feminists 
"must  bear  some  of  the  responsibility 
tor  a  report  that.lt  It  were  to  be  Imple- 
mented, would  result  In  more  than  one 
Issue  of  this  paper  being  charged  with 
obscenity."  Well,  If  TBP  is  at  all  con- 
cerned with  making  friends  among 
feminists,  they  sure  started  on  the 
wrong  fool!  It  is  not  usually  acceptable 
lo  Insult  someone  and  then  ask  for  their 
co-operation.  2}  Feminists  "have  opled 
for  obliteration";  they  "would  have  us 
believe  that  the  answer  to  the  problem 
lies  In  the  law." 

There  are  Indeed  a  few  women  who 
hold  such  prohibitionist  views;  but, 
aside  from  Ihe  lact  that  these  views  are 
often  the  natural  result  of  painful  exper- 
iences, Hannon  should  specify  exactly 
who  he  has  In  mind.  Surely  it  Is  not 
accurate  journalism  to  point  vaguely  to 
anonymous  groups  and  suggest  that 
these  groups  are  consciously  or  uncon- 
sciously supporting  "a  piece  ot  reac- 
tionary legislation."  Some  women  may 
Indeed  be  bent  on  repression  (Anita 
Bryant  is.  I  suppose,  a  woman},  but  con- 
temporary feminism  in  Canada  is  not  a 
simple-minded  attempt  to  "clean  up  the 
filth"  and  sweep  all  sexuality  under  the 
carpet. 

Hannon's  indiscriminate  condemna- 
tion of  feminism  is  bound  to  provoke  an 
equally  Indiscriminate,  negative  re- 
:  sponse  from  certain  feminists;  and  I 
hope  that  he  then  does  not  shrug  his 
shoulders  and  say  "I  told  you  so,  they're 
out  to  get  me."  Just  so  that  my  own 
I  response  will  not  be  considered  as  a 
I  completely  hostile,  vindictive  piece  of 
i  opinion,  let  me  say  that  I  appreciate  the 
'  fact  that  Hannon,  in  his  more  rational 
moments,  acknowledges  that  feminism 
I  does  make  valid  points.  He  slates, 
"pornography  should  be  as  subject  to 
scrutiny  as  anylhlng  else  in  this  sexist 
world." 

I     My  point  Is  this,  before  undertaking  a 
I  whole-hearted  defense  of  any  and  all 
pornography,  Hannon  should  engage 
i  precisely  In  such  a  scrutiny  of  the 
I  sexism  and  exploitation  involved  In 
i  pornography.  It  might  well  turn  out  to  be 
I  a  more  fruitful  enterprise  than 
,  screaming  "horrors!"  at  the  mere  sight 
,  ot  the  word  "censorship."  After  such  a 
i  scrutiny.  Hannon  may  well  be  less 
.  prone  to  see  a  bigot  under  every  femin- 
i  1st  bed. 
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By  TBP's  national  news  staff 
Raying  the  little  wife  for  all 
she's  worth.  Anita  Bryant 
accompanied  hubby  Bob  Green 
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Renaissance  International,  they 
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Edmonton.  Trouble  was,  gays 
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Way  of  life  on  Jarvis  Street 

By  Pat  Leslie 
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Not  long  ago,  the  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  celebrated  the 
first  anniversary  of  moving  Into  Its  modest  mansion  at  342  Jarvis 
Street.  Six  women  reflect  on  the  impact  ot  that  move;  women 
creating  lor  women  a  whole  new  world. 


Coping  with  coupledom 

Words  and  images  by  Gerald  Hannon 
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The  camera  captures,  or  liberates,  a  Toronto  gay  male  twosome 
who've  learned  that  being  together  is  not  to  initiate  heterosexual 
coupledom.  A  look  at  a  gay  lifestyle  that  says  to  the  world  out 
there:  "We're  not  going  to  live  likeyou:^_^^^_^^^^_^_ 
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By  TBP  news  staff 

Gay  Tide,  that  is,  BC's  spunky  contribution  to  the  Canadian  gay 
press.  It  is  rising,  In  its  case  against  the  Vancouver  Sun,  as  high 
as  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  Whatever  the  judges  there  rule 
will  have  an  impact  on  all  of  us. 
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noses.  Plus,  a  new  youth  column,  an  old  dirty  story,  and  the  Great 
Canadian  Lesbian  Fiction  Contest! 
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In  Peterborough,  protesters  from  Toronto 
found  themselves  marching  down  a 
residential  street.  One  home  owner  stormed 
out  a  door  to  shout:  "I  don't  care  what  you 
want,  just  stay  off  my  grass." 


Canada  hits  back 

Gays  in  three  cities  answer  Anita  Bryant 
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Clockwise  from  top  lett: 
Ellie  Woloshyn.  spokesperson.  Edmonton 
Ccallllon  1o  Answer  Anils  Bryant;  Bill  Fields. 
Waller  Dsvls  end  George  Edln  from  the  After 
Stonewall  collective;  Philip  Hannan  of  Trent 
Homophlle  Association 


Winnipeg 


Staid  old  Eaton's  was  selling  tickets  to 
a  benefit  concert  for  lesbian  mothers, 
no  doubt  the  first  time  Reglna's  Mother 
Wll,  or  Winnipeg's  Lorna  Boschman,  or 
Toronto's  Boo  Walson  had  been  ad- 
vertised In  Eaton's. 

The  Winnipeg  press,  whose  Vic 
Grant  Is  known  to  match  Toronto's 
Claire  Hoy  In  homophobic  malice,  was 
covering  plans  for  the  rally  that  would 
precede  Ihe  concert,  revealing  along 
the  way  that  they,  perhaps  of  all 
Canada's  media,  had  the  least  sym- 
pathy with  the  Bryant  crusade  for 
bigotry. 

The  topsy-turvy  of  It  all  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  a  month  of  aggressive,  tur- 
bulent organizing  by  Winnipeg's  Coali- 
tion to  Answer  Anita  Bryant.  When  this 
group  couldn't  persuade  the  Eaton's 
Attractions  Ticket  Office  to  dis- 
continue advertising  Byant's 
appearance,  Ihey  Insisted  on  equal 
time  for  the  Lesbian  Mothers  benefit, 
and  got  II. 

The  Coalition's  organizing  culmin- 
ated on  the  afternoon  of  April  30,  when 
350  people  gathered  at  the  Manitoba 
Legislative  Buildings,  and  proceeded 
to  Ihe  Winnipeg  Convention  Centre 
where  Anita  Bryant  was  performing  her 
"sacred  concert."  Although  not  the 
first  gay  demonstration  held  In 
Winnipeg,  It  was  by  far  the  largest  and 
most  significant.  When  contacted  afler 
the  rally,  organizer  Bill  Fields 
commented  thai  "Many  people  In  Win- 
nipeg initially  had  been  against  a  pub- 
lic confrontation  with  the  Bryant  forces 
fearing  that  It  would  only  be  a  display 
of  weakness;  but  our  success  today 
shows  what  we  can  do  when  forced 
against  the  wall,  and  has  given  gay  men 
and  lesbians  here  a  badly  needed  boost 
In  morale." 

A  month  before,  the  Winnipeg  gay 
liberation  Journal  Alter  Stonewall,  of 
which  Fields  is  a  member,  had  Issued  a 
call  lor  a  coalition  of  all  people  pre- 
pared to  fight  Bryant's  hate  campaign. 
The  Coalition  to  Answer  Anita  Bryant 
(CAAB)  that  emerged  marked  not  only 
the  tirst  time  In  Manitoba  that  both 
gays  and  straights  had  formed  a 
working  group  on  gay  rights  but  also 
Ihe  first  time  that  lesbians  and  gay 
male  groups  had  jointly  planned  an 
action. 

As  Ihe  day  Of  Bryant's  visit  drew 
near,  the  press  began  to  cover  the 
opposition  to  her  visit.  CAAB  had 
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decided  that  It  would  not  attempt  to 
debate  the  Bryant  forces  on  a  religious 
level,  instead,  the  Coalition  focussed 
on  Issues  affecting  lesbians,  gay  rights 
and  women's  rights.  Child  custody  for 
gay  parents  became  a  major  focus  of 
the  campaign,  but  the  link  with  women 
also  became  an  important  factor  when 
the  following  organizations  endorsed 
the  coalition:  the  executive  of  the  Mani- 
toba Child  Care  Association,  the 
National  Voice  of  Women,  The  Mani- 
toba Action  Committee  on  the  Status 
of  Women  as  well  as  the  Canadian 
Association  for  Repeal  of  Abortion 
Laws.  In  addition,  the  YWCA  issued  a 
statement  opposing  Anita  Bryant 
solely  on  the  grounds  of  women's 
rights. 

Lesbians  played  a  vital  role  In  the 
Coalition  Wages  Due  Lesbians  was  one 
of  the  backbone  organizations.  At  the 
beginning  the  Coalition  had  adopted  a 
structure  which  guaranteed  women 
S0%  of  the  decision  making  power, 
regardless  of  their  numbers  —  as  a 
result,  the  organizers  Included  a  signi- 
ficant percentage  of  lesbians  and 
women.  A  large  contingent  of  women 
led  Ihe  march,  and  a  benefit  concert  for 
the  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense  Fund 
was  organized  by  Wages  Due  Lesbians. 

The  rally,  which  drew  extensive 
media  coverage,  featured  a  range  of 
speakers  including  Heather  Fletcher  of 
the  Revolutionary  Workers  League,  an 
organization  which  played  an  Impor- 
tant role  In  the  Coalition;  Walter  Davis, 
president  of  CURE  Union  Local  2034 
and  Afler  Stonewall  Collective 
member;  Chris  Vogel  of  Gays  for 
Equality  and  Llssa  Donnerof  Wages 
I  For  Housework.  George  Edln,  of  After 
'  Stonewall,  concluded  the  rally  with  a 
fiery  speech:  "Who  made  Anita  Bryant 
God?  We  urge  all  people  who  support 
democratic  rights  and  believe  that  the 
majority  must  protect  the  rights  of  all 
minorities  to  join  our  struggle.  As  long 
as  one  group  is  not  free,  no  one  is 
free." 

Edmonton 

"Floundering."  Unable  to  meet  the 
challenge  posed  by  Anita  Bryant's  visit. 
That's  what  was  said  about 
Edmonton's  gay  community  a  week 
before  Bryant  arrived.  St.  John's 
Report,  a  religious  "pro-life"  and  anti- 
gay  tabloid,  said  so  on  Its  front  page.  In 
response,  Ihe  two  gay  coalitions 
readying  their  response  to  Bryant 
joined  forces  —  lest  anyone  In  Alberta 
think  that  the  Report  was  correct. 


Out  of  iheir  unity  came 
strength  —  strength  such  that 
Saturday  April  29  stands  as  a  landmark 
in  the  history  ot  Edmonton's  fight  for  Ihe 
rights  ol  gays,  women  and  workers. 
The  two  coalitions  were  Initially 
divided  In  their  response  to  Bryant,  and 
In  this  respect  they  resembled  political 
distinctions  that  emerged  in  other 
Canadian  cities.  A  broad  public  demon- 
stration was  sought  by  the  Indepen- 
dent lesbians  and  gays  who  aligned 
themselves  with  the  Edmonton's 
Women's  Coalition  to  form  Ihe  Coali- 
tion to  Answer  Anita  Bryant  (CAAB). 
Its  first  public  event  was  a  dance/ 
benefit  to  llnance  Its  plans.  An  excel- 
lent turn-out;  straight  men  and  women 
danced  with  gay  men  and  women;  sex 
roles  collapsed;  CAAB  raised  $600. 
Edmonton's  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  (GATE)  aligned  Itself  with 
several  religious  groups  to  plan  a 
forum  on  religion  and  human  rights. 
The  day  before  Bryant  came,  80  people 
attended  the  forum  planned  by 
CONCERN  (the  name  of  this  coalition). 
The  most  stinging  words  from  the 
various  religious  speakers  present 
came  from  Rev.  Brownlle,  Unitarian. 
Brownlle  noted  thai  the  Bom  Again 
movement  claims  repeated  re-blrths. 
He  compared  this  to  an  Infant  lhal 
never  gels  out  of  an  infantile  stage, 
because  It's  always  being  reborn 
before  It  can  mature. 
Out  of  unity,  strength.  On  March  29 
j  even  the  CAAB  organizers  were  aston- 
j  ished  when  people  kept  appearing  at 
the  legislative  buildings  where  a  brief 
rally  was  held,  and  kepi  appearing 
j  during  a  march  to  a  downtown  park, 
!  and  kept  appearing  during  the  main 
I  rally  there.  Motorists  honked  In 

solidarity,  and  people  waved  friendly 
I  greeting  from  the  windows.  "Women 
;  unite,  light,  light,  fight,"  echoed  for 
blocks  through  Ihe  downtown  core.  At 
Sir  wmston  Churchill  green,  thirteen 
speakers,  with  the  aid  of  a  sound- 
system,  shook  the  downtown 
high  rises. 

Labour  was  supportive.  The  first 
speaker,  BUI  Danyk  of  the  Edmonton 
and  District  Labour  Council,  assured 
the  crowd  of  labour's  continuing 
support  to  gay  and  women's  rights  in 
the  face  of  attacks  from  Bryant  and  her 
kind.  He  was  applauded  with  gay 
cheers  ot  "We're  with  the  unions." 

The  rally  was  more  than  three 
hundred  strong  when  Michael,  repre- 
senting Gay  Youth  of  Edmonton, 
portrayed  the  dual  oppression  of  gay 
!  youth  who  are,  as  he  said,  "trapped  by 
|  age-of-consent  laws,  harrassed  by 
,  cops,  victims  of  minimum  wage,  and 
1  captive  In  repressive  family  situa- 
I  tlons."  A  booming  ovation  followed  his 

final  pleas  to  "stop  the  oppression  of 
I  gays  under21." 

"I  am  a  socialist,  a  feminist,  and  a 
lesbian,"  she  said  in  Introduction.  Then 
Lynda  Little  of  the  Revolutionary 
Workers  League  Identified  the  forces 
which  support  Bryant  as  big-business, 
government,  wealth,  and  anti-labour. 
Urging  that  those  who  attempt  to  crush 
the  gay  and  women's  movements  are 
the  same  as  those  who  attempt  to 
I  crush  Quebeeois  liberation,  she  was 
|  cheered  when  she  called  for  gays  to 
'  defend  Quebec's  right  to  self-deter- 
1  mlnatlon. 

A  CONCERN  speaker.  A  Unitarian 
1  speaker.  A  foreign  student  advisor  at 
the  University  of  Alberta  who  linked 
discrimination  against  gays  to  racial 
discrimination  An  appeal  for  funds  for 
;  The  Body  Politic  Free  the  Press  Fund 
'  brought  In  S200  on  the  spot. 

Feminists  were  there  In  force,  and 
represented  on  the  platform  by  Evle 
!  Mandel  of  Ihe  Edmonton  Women's 
Coalition,  a  group  formed  five  months 
\  ago  to  build  International  Women's 
Day.  "Women  have  fought  forthe 
vote,"  she  said,  "for  better  working 
|  conditions,  for  equal  pay.  for  abortion, 
:  lor  the  right  to  love  whom  we  choose. 
We've  created  a  movement  of  women 
united  todemand  our  rights.  Today  we 


stand  united  once  more  to  protest 
Anita  Bryant." 

And  Effle  Woloshyn,  spokesperson 
for  CAAB.  closed  the  rally  with  senti- 
ments that,  by  then,  were  self-evident 
to  a  jubilant  crowd:  public  demonstra- 
tions are  needed  to  show  Ihe  forces  thai 
conspire  against  us  that  we  are  strong 
and  getting  stronger, 

Peterborough 

Inthe  small  college  town  of  Peter- 
borough Ontario,  the  Shrine  Circus  out- 
drew  the  seller  ot  Orange  iulce  and 
Jesus.  On  April  28,  a  warm  Friday  even- 
ing, fewer  lhan  500  came  to  hear  her 
songs  and  pleas;  "Bryant's  voice," 
according  to  a  newscaster,  "echoed 
through  an  empty  arena." 

Outside  the  arena,  gay  demonstrators 
marched  under  a  huge  banner  adver- 
tising the  Circus  and  a  billboard 
announcing  the  Bryant  Show  alongside 
ahockey  game  between  [he  "Petes" 
and  Hamilton,  Entertainment  as  usual. 
Even  the  Peterborough  Council  ot 
Churches  had  refused  to  endorse  the 
Bryant  appearance. 

But  for  those  demonstrators  If  was 
far  from  entertainment  as  usual.  The 
Trent  Homophlle  Association  (THA). 
fresh  from  its  victory  In  a  campus  refer- 
endum on  funding  lor  gay  students,  had 
taken  on  a  large  order:  Peterborough's 
first  gay  demo.  It  wasn't  easy.  The 
printer  refused  to  print  their  poster,  and 
It  had  to  be  printed  in  Toronto.  City 
Council  delayed  a  parade  permit  until  It 
was  loo  late,  and  so,  to  keep  within  the 
law,  the  marchers  had  to  keep  within  the 
bounds  of  the  sidewalks. 

At  the  pre-march  rally,  Randy  Bamhart 
of  the  Trent  University  Student  Council 
reminded  the  crowd  of  150  of  the 
student  body's  nearly  unanimous 
support  for  the  Anti-Bryant  protest.  Gor- 
don Fee  speaking  for  both  THA  and  the 
Campaign  lo  Fight  Cutbacks,  detailed 
the  ways  a  local  minister  was  using 
Bryant  to  promote  an  enforced  morality 
In  the  public  education  system. 

Also  speaking  were  Hoddy  Allen  of 
Gay  Youth  Toronto  and  Chris  Bearchell 
of  the  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto. 

The  march  was  the  evening's  high- 
light. It  wound  snakily  through  residen- 
tial Peterborough,  always  on  the  side- 
walks of  course.  Eyes  peeped  out  of 
second-story  windows.  Onlookers 
gathered  along  Ihe  route,  sometimes 
jeering,  even  throwing  eggs.  The  march 
seemed  to  be  competing  with  the 
Shrine  Circus  in  livening  up  a  small 
town's  Friday  evening. 

Outside  agitators  In  the  march,  who'd 
arrived  on  a  bus  from  Toronto,  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  contrast  to  a  march  in  the 
urban  core.  One  homeowner  stormed 
out  a  door  to  shoul:  "I  don't  care  what 
you  want,  just  Stay  Oil  my  grass." 

After  a  half-hour  of  circling  the  Arena, 
the  matchers  wended  their  way  back 
through  resident  la  for  a  dance  and 
general  celebration. 

"We've  made  gay  history  In  Peter- 
borough," said  Philip  Hannan.  He  was 
right.  D 

Coverage  ol  Anita  Bryant's  vlsll  to  Canada 

was  co-ordlnaled  In  Toronto  by  Bill  Lewis, 
wllti  ihe  assistance  ol  Gerald  Hannon  and 
Michael  Lynch.  The  editors  would  like  to 
thank  lh<  following  lor  their  assistance: 
Roseme.  ,■  Ray  and  Evle  Mandel  In 
Edmonton;  Philip  Hannan  In  Peterborough: 
and  Walter  Davis  and  Bill  Fields  in  Winnipeg. 
May  1978 


Two  down.  One  to  go.  As  illegal  police 

break-ins  become  as  Canadian  as  maple 

syrup,  TBP  goes  to  the  nation's 

highest  court. 


Support 

The  following  Is  a  list  of  individuals 
and  organizations  who  have 
protested  the  raid  a/id  charges  to 
Attorney  General  Roy  McMurtry,  or 
who  have  issued  a  statement  defend- 
ing The  Body  Politic .  They  have  our 
public  thanks. 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  US 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Vancouver 
Canadian  Periodical  Publishers'  Assocla- 


Pertodlcal 
Canadian  Civil  L 
Windsor  Gay  Unity 
Gay  Academic  Union, 

Greater  Los  Angeles  Chapter 
Family  Service  Association  (Division  of 

WlleMarle  Social  Service  Centre). 


Thefo 

nSewell 

Allan  Sparrow 
Dan  Heap 
Richard  Gilbert 
GCrV,  Boston 
Gays  wee*.  New  York 
La  Groupe  des  Luttes  Homosexuelles 

-en- Prove  nee,  France 
Australian  Union  of  Students 
Gay  Teachers'  and  Students'  Group, 

Glad  Day  Books,  Toronto 

h  Against  War  and  Fascism 
Mitch  Walker,  author,  Man  Loving  Men 
Gay  Lett  (England) 
Gay  Students  Association,  Syracuse, 

Dartmouth  8  Nova  Scotia 

Regional  Library  |7  staft  members) 
Melbourne  Gay  Liberation 
Trl-Aid  Charitable  Foundation,  fcronto 
BC  Law  Union 
Society  lot  Education,  Action,  Research 

and  Counselling  on  Homosexual  I  ly, 

Campaign  (Australia's  gay  newspaper) 
Or  John  Money,  Prot.  ol  Medical  Psycho- 
logy and  Assoc  Prof,  of  Pediatrics. 
Johns  Hooklns  University 
Jonathan  Kati.  gay  historian 
Coallf  Ion  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Toronto 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Edmonton 
Freedom  Socialist  Party,  Seattle 
GPU  News 

Canadian  Forum  |wno  donated  the  back 

page  of  their  April  Issue  lor  a  fund  ad) 

Student  Union,  Faculty  ol  Library  Science, 

University  of  Toronto 
Toronto  Clarion 
Books  in  Canada 

Gay  Prolesslonals'  Coalition  of  Chicago 
COC  (Holland's  largest  gay  organization) 
Gay  News  (England's  largest  gay  paper) 
Evergon  (gay  artist) 
Bloomlngton  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
Wages  Due  Lesbians 
Pierre  Berton,  broadcaster  and  lournallst 
Centre  Homophlle  d'Alde  et  de  Liberation 

(CHAL),  Quebec 
Coalition  tor  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights, 

Harvey  Milk  (openly  gay  San  Francisco 

city  supervisor) 
Robert  McQueen,  editor,  TOe  Advocate 
^n  Francisco  Sentinel 
California  Assemblyman  Willie  Brown 
San  Francisco  State  Speech  Professor 

Sally  Gearhart 
Paul  Kellog,  editor,  Excallbur 
Revolutionary  Workers'  League 
Barrie  Zwicker.  editor.  Content 
Earl  Beanie,  editor,  Canadian  Journal  at 

Communication 
June  Callwood,  broadcaster  and 

lournallst 
Rot,  Fred  Zemans,  Osgcode  Law  School 
Graduate  Students'  Union.  University  ol 

Toronto 
Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus 
Gay  Alliance  for  Equality,  Halifax 
re  many  Individuals  who  sent 
Ions,  lefters  and  encouraging  notes 
from  Canada,  tl 


o*i*tu»r  Kctfiltd  indtin  ba  mm  la  Lrrw  Mfqrm 
lUnmaM  SI  MM,  Sum  ED.  To-o*io  6w— .  u*x,l. 
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TBP  to  test  legality  of  search 
warrant  in  Supreme  Court 


A  stand  against  growing  police  powers 


The  Body  Politic  will  seek  leave  lo 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 
against  the  April  14  dismissal  by  the 
Ontario  Court  of  Appeal  of  TBP's  move 
to  quash  the  search  warrant  used  to 
raid  (he  journal's  office  December  30. 

"The  recent  revelations  of  abuse  of 
police  power  in  Canada  are  frightening 
to  a  lot  of  people."  said  Ed  Jackson, 
TBP  Collective  member.  -The  RCMP 
and  the  Trudeau  government  are  even 
trying  to  justify  break-ins  without 
search  warrants.  We  can't  afford  to  be 
silent  when  we  observe  Ihe  police 
going  too  far.  We  think  the  search 
warrant  used  by  Ihe  OPP  and  Metro 
cops  was  Illegal  and  allowed  them  to 
go  too  far.  If  our  fighting  this  action 
can  help  focus  attention  on  excessive 
police  powers,  and  make  it  a  little  more 
difficult  for  them  next  time,  then  our 
appeal  to  Ihe  Supreme  Court  will  have 
been  justified." 

A  three-man  panel  of  Ontario's 
highest  court  refused  to  Interfere  with 
the  March  15  ruling  of  Mr.  Justice 
Hugh  Garrett  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice.  The  appeal  court,  composed  of 
Mr  Justice  Arthur  R  Jessup,  Mr  Justice 
G  Arthur  Martin  and  Mr  Justice  John  W 
Morden,  ruled  that  although  they  did 
not  agree  with  the  reasons  of  Mr  Justice 
Garrett,  they  would  not  Interefere  with 
his  decision. 

Pink  Triangle  Press  counsel  Clayton 
Ruby  argued  that  a  special  protection  Is 
afforded  ihe  free  press  by  the  Canadian 
Bill  of  Rights  as  a  safeguard  against  dis- 
ruption of  press  operations  by  state- 
initiated  search  and  seizure.  A  recent 
British  Columbia  case  contained  a 
statement  lhai  Ihe  Bill  ol  Rights  did 
indeed  give  organs  of  the  free  press  a 
special  status.  However,  the  Ontario 
court  said  this  applied  only  to  render  the 
press  immune  from  being  used  as  an 
Investigatory  arm  of  the  state. 

Ruby  also  maintained  that  the  search 
warrant  was  illegally  vague  and  broad  in 
thai  it  did  not  specify  the  alleged 
offense  with  sufficient  particularity,  and 
did  not  give  sufficient  details  as  to  what 
documents  were  to  be  Included  In  the 
scope  of  the  warrant. 

S  Casey  Hill,  a  lawyer  with  the 


TflPdelendanls  Ed  Jackson  (left),  Gerald  Hannon  and  Ken  Popert.  "Deciding  to  go  to  the 
Supreme  Court  was  difficult.  It'll  cost  a  lot  of  money,  and  of  course  there's  no  guarantee 
we'll  win.  Bui  the  collective  —  and  the  people  on  the  Free  the  Press  Committee  —  fall  thr 
this  Is  Ihe  time  to  lake  a  stand  against  abuea  of  police  powers." ___ 


Ministry  of  the  Attorney  General, 
argued  in  reply  that  the  search  warrant 
quite  adequately  described  the  offence 
and  the  particulars  of  the  documents 
to  be  seized.  He  said  if  the  police  had 
actually  seized  more  than  was 
necessary  or  authorized  there  were 
other  procedures  available  lo  get  back 
any  extra  documents  seized.  Ruby, 
however,  pointed  out  lhat  these  other 
procedures  did  not  apply  while  the 
legality  of  the  search  was  being 
challenged. 

The  decision  to  seek  leave  lo  appeal 
to  the  country's  top  court  means  that 
an  application  for  permission  to  appeal 
will  first  be  prepared  and  heard  before 
a  three-man  panel  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  They  will  rule  on  whether  the 
issues  presented  In  the  appeal  are  of 
sufficient  Importance  to  justify  further 
consideration  of  the  case  by  a  full 


bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada. 

in  a  related  development,  TBP  has 
learned  thai  the  police  have  obtained  a 
judge's  authorization  to  retain  the 
materials  seized  from  its  office  for  a 
further  12-month  period.  The  paper  was 
no!  permitted  even  lo  argue  against  ihe 
court  application  lor  the  authorization. 

Even  if  the  search  warrant  is 
declared  Illegal  In  a  Supreme  Court 
appeal,  under  Canadian  taw  all 
evidence  —  whether  or  not  legally 
obtained  —  Is  admissible  In  court.  This 
means  the  police  have  no  Incentive  to 
obtain  evidence  legally,  since  illegally 
obtained  evidence  Is  always  admitted 
against  a  party  accused  of  a  criminal 
offence.  This  is  In  direct  contrast  to 
American  law  which  generally  prohibits 
the  use  of  Illegally  obtained  evidence. 
by  Paul  Trollop* 


In  case  you  hadn't  guessed... 

You're  reading  a  "scurrilous,"  "disreputable,"  "despicable  publication." 

respectable  ones."  Nellson  continued,         December  would  cause  a  national 
"The  Body  Politic  Is  a  despicable  scandal  If  It  occurred  at  a  "recognized" 

publication  which  will  deserve  plenty  of       publication.  Are  we  so  enamoured  of 


Two  pros  and  two  cons.  That  sums  up 
reaction  from  the  straight  press  In  the 
past  few  months  towards  Ihe  raid  on 
The  Body  Politic  In  December. 

Dennis  Bralthwaile,  a  regular 
columnist  with  the  Toronto  Star,  tackled 
the  Issue  by  claiming  that  freedom  of 
the  press  is  not  for  everyone.  In  a  March 
30  column  Bralthwaite  wrote,  "Free- 
dom of  the  press  is  not  unconditional, 
nor  should  it  apply  to  all  publications 
equally...  To  call  every  scurrilous  sheet 
that's  put  out  a  part  of  'the  press'  and  to 
grant  It  Immunity  from  official  inter- 
ference without  regard  to  the  social 
damage  It  may  cause  is  to  debase  the 
concept  of  press  freedom...  It  is  com- 
fortable, but  simplistic,  to  aver  lhat  all 
forms  ol  censorship  are  wrong  and  that 
anyone's  freedom  to  publish  anything  Is 
sacrosanct."  It's  a  rough  argument  Sort 
of  like,  "The  press  is  free,  but  some  are 
more  free  than  others," 

Robert  Neilson,  another  Star  staff 
writer,  tried  to  be  fairer  —  but 
foundered.  Having  said  that  "freedom  of 
the  press ...  must  apply  to  small  dis- 
reputable publications  as  well  as  big 


legal  trouble  and  expense  until  It  mends 
its  ways. ...  But  if  should  be  no  more 
subject  to  arbitrary  and  excessive 
official  actions  lhan  the  United  Church 
Observer. "  In  other  words,  It's  OK  to  be 
civil  libertarian,  but  don't  rock  the  boat. 

If  you  were  to  list  Canadian  dallies 
you  could  expect  to  be  more  than 
friendly  on  the  topic  of  gay  rights,  most 
people  would  not  think  of  including  the 
Edmonton  Journal  among  the  first  ten. 
It's  been  publishing  some  astonishingly 
positive  pro-gay  copy  In  the  last  few 
months,  however,  and  a  lead  editorial 
February  27  noted  that  the  seizure  of 
material  from  this  office  threatened  the 
freedom  of  Canada's  press.  The 
unsigned  piece  noted,  "Because  it 
speaks  for  a  generally  unpopular  minor- 
ity does  not  in  any  way  deprive  7fie 
Body  Politic  of  the  normal  protection  of 
the  law.  indeed,  It  suggests  the  need  for 
heightened  concern  when  the  law  turns 
its  attention  in  that  direction.  What  the 
police  did  at  The  Body  Politic  last 


our  prejudices  that  we  are  willing  to 
subject  our  principles  to  them,  no 
contest?" 

The  most  positive  statement  of 
support  appeared  In  the  February  Issue 
of  Books  In  Canada.  Calling  the  raid  a 
"blaiant  attempt  al  old-fashioned  state 
censorship,"  the  article  concludes, 
"(Ontario  Attorney -General)  McMurtry  s 
attempted  censorship  and  the  prejudice 
that  prompted  It  can  only  be  countered 
by  a  change  of  social  heart.  Roy 
McMurtry  and  Claire  Hoy  claim  to  be 
speaking  and  acting  for  us. ...  52  per 
cent  of  Canadians  favour  homosexual 
rights...  We  are  the  majority,  not  they, 
and  It  is  time  we  came  out  of  our  closets 
of  apathy  and  insecurity  and  let  our 
opinions  be  known  loud  and  clear." 
But  the  most  succinct  comment 
comes  from  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
Reporter:  the  raid  "sounds  more  like  the 
work  of  a  banana  republic  than  a  consti- 
tutional democracy." 
by  Robin  Hardy  a 

BodyPolitk/S 


Can  gay  rights  make  it  on  the  assembly  line? 
In  Windsor,  blue  collar  workers 
learn  about  liberation. 


Catholic  schools 
stop  gay  meeting 

The  Commission  ties  Ecoles Cat ho- 
liquesde  Montreal  (CECM  —  Montreal 
Catholic  School  Commission)  has  once 
again  refused  to  rent  Itsfaclllllestoagay 
do  hts  organization. 

This  discriminatory  action  Is  In  direct 
contravention  ot  the  recent  amendment 
to  the  Quebec  Human  Aighls  Charter 
which  prohibits  discrimination  In  access 
to  public  services  on  the  basis  ol  sexual 
orientation. 

Last  November  the  CECM  —  in  a  sur- 
prise last-minute  move  —  withdrew  the 
permit  tor  a  meet  I  ng  to  be  held  I  n  one  of 
Its  schools  to  discuss  the  gay  com- 
munity's response  lo  Intensified  police 
repression.  {TBP,  February  1978). 

In  the  most  recent  Instance,  a  rental 
request  was  made  to  the  Commission  on 
January  23  by  the  Association  pour  les 
Droltsdes  Gal(e)s  du  Quebec  (AOGO)  to 
hold  its  third  orientation  conference  In 
oneot  the  Commission's  schools  In 
April.  The  request  was  accepted  two 
days  later  by  the  CECM  executive,  and  a 
permit  was  drafted  confirming  the  rental 

However,  on  March6  ■  when  AOGO 
went  toobtaln  the  permit  •  It  was  learned 
(hat  It  had  been  suspended,  pendlnga  re- 
examination ol  AOGO's  request  by  the 
Commission's  executive. 

The  following  day  the  executive 
reversed  its  original  decision  and 
refused  to  rent  the  school  facilities, 
"fearing  the  possible  repercussions  on 
the  education  of  IheCECM'schlldren." 

ADGQ  lodged  with  the  Quebec  Human 
Rights  Commission  a  formal  complaint 
against  theCECM's  overtly  anti-gay  dis- 
crimination. The  group  Is  awaiting  the 
outcome  of  the  Comml  sslon's  Investi- 
gation. 


In  the  meantime,  however,  the  ADGQ 
orientation  conference  has  been  post- 
poned to  May  13-14,  and  will  now  be  held 
attheLatourellepavillonolUQAM,840 
Cherrler(Sherbrooke  metro). 

"Last  December  the  government 
adopted  Bill  68,  prohibiting dlscrimln- 
atlonagalnst  us,"  wrote  ADGQ  president 
Claude  Beaulleu  In  I  he  April  Issue  of 
Ga)(e)s  du  Quebec.  ADGQ's  monthly 
newsletter.  "We  believed  at  the  time  that 
this  law  would  from  now  on  protect  us 
against  I  he  homophobia  of  the  commis- 
sioners. They  now  seem  to  think  that 
they  are  above  the  laws..." 

Readers  are  urged  to  send  letters  of 
protest  to;  CECM,  3737Sherbrooke  E.. 
Montreal.  Or  phone(514)525*311. 
Copies  of  letters  should  be  sent  to: 
ADGQ  (see  Community  Page),  and  the 
Commission  desDroltsde  la  Personne. 
360SI.  Jacques  O.,  Montreal 

by  Stuart  Russell  D 

Quebec  government 
to  finance  gay  youth 
study  trip 

TheQuebec  government  will  help 
f  I  nance  a  t  rip  to  France  for  twenty 
Quebecols  gay  men  and  lesbians.  As  part 
ol  a  program  sponsored  by  the  Franco- 
Quebec  Office  For  Youth.  Thegroup  is  to 
study  France's  gay  rights  movement  for 
athree-week  period  next  November, 

The  Franco-Quebec  Of  lice  recently 
designated  homosexuality  asoneol  the 
"activity  sectors"  among  35  new  pro- 
grams announced  In  the  Office's  publi- 
cation LeStagialre. 

The  Of  flee  otters  prog  rams  In  the 
areas  of  industry,  education,  social 
affairs  and  unionism,  among  others. 

According  lo  Le  Stagialre,  the  program 


During  the  week  of  June  12, 

gay  rights  wfll  reach 

the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 

With  your  help. 


Il's  taken  almost  four  years. 

Four  years  since  the  Gay  Alliance 

Toward  Equality  in  Vancouver  tried  to 

place  a  two-Une  classified  ad  in  the 

Vancouver  Sun. 

They  were  told  they  couldn't. 

Because  they  were  homosexuals. 

The  story's  on  page  7  of  this  issue.  We'd 

Bkeyoutoreadit. 

After  you  read  it,  come  back  to  this 

page.  And  find  out  what  you  can  do. 

It's  an  important  case.  For  the  first  lime 

in  Canadian  history,  gay  rights  will  be 
argued  in  the  highest  court  in  the  land. 
The  decision  —  whatever  it  is  —  will 
affect  all  our  lives.  It  will  be  cited  in 
custody  cases,  in  cases  where  gay  people 
are  trying  to  keep  their  jobs  —  or  regain 
them.  As  GATE  lawyer  Harry  Kopyio 


has  said,  "It  will  result  in  a  definitive 
legal  statement  on  the  issue,  with 
implications  for  gay  people  in  every 
province," 

It  costs  a  lot  of  money  to  go  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  GATE 
estimates  as  much  as  57,800.  They  have 
managed  to  raise  nearly$3,600.  That's 
less  than  half.  We'd  like  you  to  help. 
You  can  help  in  two  ways.  Make  a 
donation  to  the  Gay  Tide  Defense  Fund. 
And  take  out  a  subscription  to  the  paper. 
A  regular  subscription  costs  only  S3. 00 
for  six  issues,  but  we'd  tike  to  encourage 
a  Supporting  Subscription  —  they  start 
at  $5.00. 

During  that  week  in  June,  gay  history 
will  be  made  in  Canada. 
You  can  have  a  hand  in  it. 


D  Yes,  I'll  help  back  Gay  7ufe  all  the 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 
Enclosed  is  my  contribution  for 
S 


1 — I  rd  like  to  be  a  supporting  subscriber 
to  Cay  Tide.  1  enclose  an  extra  S5.00. 1 
understand  the  paper  is  sent  in  a  plain. 
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on  homosexuality  Is  open  "topersons 
whoa/e  Involved  directly  orlndlrectly 
with  gay  men  and  lesbians...  Inside  of- 
ficial organizations  or  on  a  personal 
basis.. .  and  toaclivemembersof  gay 
groups." 

Individuals  Irom  18  to  35  yearsof  age 
may  apply.  Each  participant  will  pay  only 
$335  —  the  Quebec  government  will  pay 
the  rest  of  the  expenses. 

The  application  deadline  Is  June  16, 
and  more  informal  Ion  can  be  obtained  X>y 
wrillngiOfllceFranco-Ouebecolspourla 
Jeunesse,  555  bOul.DorcheslerO,,  Suite 
1 150,  Montreal,  Quebec  H2Z 1 B1 . 

by  Stuart  Russell  □ 

Broadbent  signs 
gay  rights  petition 

The  leader  ol  Ihe  federal  New  Demo- 
cratic Party  (NOP)  has  signed  the  Nation- 
al Gay  Rights  Coalition  petition  tor  gay 
rights. 

Party  leader  Ed  Broadbent  was 
approached  by  Windsor  Gay  Unity  mem- 
bers during  his  visit  to  theChrysler  Auto 
Assembly  plant  In  March.  WGU  member 
Harold  Desmarals  asked  Broadbent  for 
his  signature,  and  the  NDP  leader  added 
his  name  to  the  list  before  a  large  crowd 
ot  workers  leaving  the  plant. 

The  petition  calls  upon  Parliament  "to 
amend  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
to  Include  'sexual  orlenlatlon'  among  the 
proh  Ibl  led  grou  nd  s  of  d  Iseri  mination." 

Broadbent  was  approached  by  Gay 
Unity  as  part  of  an  ongoing  program  to 
collect  signatures  on  the  petition  from 
autoworkers  In  Ihe  city.  Individuals  In  the 
grouphave  been  appearing  at  factory 
gales  wllh  a  leaflet  explaining  the  need 
for  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  In 
human  rights  codes.  The  following  day, 
WGU  members  return  with  copies  of  the 
petition  and  ask  the  workers  to  sign 

Theactlon  marks  the  first  time  that 
rank  and  file  workers  in  Windsor  have 
been  asked  to  support  gay  rights.  In  the 
past,  support  on  the  Issue  has  tended  to 
come  from  trade  union  officials,  or  union 
publications.  The  district  United  Auto 
Workers  newspaper  (he  Guardian  has 
called  for  workers  toslgn  Ihe  petition. 
.^Response  from  the  workers  them- 
selves has  been  mixed.  Very  few  have 
actually  signed  the  petition.  The  event 
has  generated  considerable  discussion 
within  the  plants,  however;  and  in  the 
words  of  one  Gay  Unity  spokesperson, 
"has  laid  the  basts  for  the  continuing 
education  of  blue  collar  workers  on  the 
subject  of  gay  liberation." 

byJlmMonk 

Crisp  controversy 
spreads  to  Oakville 

The  chairman  of  the  Oakville  Library 
Board  has  resigned  over  Ihe  board's 
decision  to  publicly  screen  The  Naked 
Civil  Servant. 

The  film,  an  award  winning  British 
production,  depicts  the  life  of  Ouentin 
Crisp,  an  openly  gay  Englishman. 

Chairman  John  Beatty  decided  lo 
resign  following  a  4  to  3  vote  In  favour 
of  showing  the  film  In  Oakville  April  26. 
The  vote,  taken  at  a  special  meeting 
April  17,  upheld  Chief  Librarian  Richard 
Moses'  decision  to  show  the  film 
following  its  rejection  by  the  library 
board  In  neighbouring  Mlsslssauga 
(TBP,  April).  'Had  II  not  been  for 
Mlssissauga's  situation.  I  doubt  that 
anyone  would  ever  have  heard  of  this 
film,"  said  Moses.  "It's  been  around 
the  area  for  more  than  two  years." 

Moses  had  come  under  heavy 
criticism  Irom  Beatty  and  other  Oakville 
Library  Board  members  who  felt  that  the 
film  promoted  homosexuality. 

Meanwhile,  the  controversy  over  the 
film  continued  In  Mlssissagua  An 
uproar  occurred  In  the  April  3  Mlssls- 
sauga City  Council  meeting  over  a  letter 
from  Erindale  College  Professor 
Michael  Lynch.  Lynch's  letter  criticized 
the  Council's  support  for  cancellation 
of  the  film's  screening  by  the  town's 
library  board.  "It  puts  the  Mlssrssauga 


Council  In  ihe  same  league  as  those 
Southern  US  lowns  that  ban  Huckle- 
berry Finn  because  It  shows  friendly 
relations  between  blacks  and  whites,'' 
he  wrote. 

During  Ihe  city  council  meeting. 
Councillor  Frank  McKechnie 
commented;  "Here  we  have  an  admitted 
homosexual  involved  In  Ihe  education 
system  of  the  community.  I  would  like 
ihe  Board  of  Education  to  hear  about 
this."  Another  councillor,  Frank  Bean, 
protested  to  Erindale  College  Principal 
Paul  Fox  concerning  Lynch's  state- 
ment. Fox,  however,  assured  the  coun- 
cillor that  Lynch's  letter,  which 
appeared  on  college  letterhead, 
represented  only  Lynch's  personal  view- 
point and  nol  that  of  the  college. 

The  Mlsslssauga  Library  Board  also 
received  a  protest  letter  from  the 
president  ot  the  4500  member  Canadian 
Library  Association  President  Ken  Hay- 
cock wrote  that  he  regretted  the 
decision  of  Ihe  board  "to  censor  the 
first  film  in  your  series  entitled  'Films 
for  Thinkers'."  Haycock  continued  that 
"Ihe  cla  believes  that  every  person  In 
Canada  has  Ihe  fundamental  right  as 
embodied  In  the  national  Bill  of  Rights 
to  have  access  to  all  expressions  of 
knowledge,  creative  and  Intellectual 
activity  and  expression  ol  thought." 

The  controversy  over  the  showing  of 
Trie  Naked  Civil  Servant  has  received 
wide  coverage  in  the  Mlsslssauga 
media  An  editorial  titled  "Library  Sick- 
ness" In  the  Mississueuga  Times  stated 
"the  Library  Board  Is  In  a  state  of  ill 
health"  and  concluded  "The  Naked  Civil 
Servant  should  be  shown,  it  Is  a  good 
film  about  an  important  issue.  The 
citizens  ot  Mlssissagua  deserve  the 
Information.  The  gay  community 
deserves  the  understanding." 

John  Bodls,  president  of  Gay  Equality 
Mississauga,  has  whiten  again  to  the 
Library  Board  demanding  the  reinstate- 
ment of  Ihe  film,  and  that  a  member  of 
GEM  be  Invited  to  be  present  following 
the  film  to  participate  In  a  discussion 
with  those  present. 

by  Elgin  Blair D 


Growing 


Several  new  gay  groups  have  been 
formed  in  Halifax  recently  Gays  and 
Lesbians  at  Dalhousle  (GLAD)  Is  an 
organization  of  gay  students,  teachers, 
and  workers  at  Dalhousle  University. 
GLAD  can  presently  be  contacted  c/o 
the  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality. 

For  some  time  now,  Christians  have 
been  meeting  every  Sunday  evening  at 
the  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre  for 
prayer  and  discussion.  The  multi- 
denominational  group,  called  Sparrow, 
Is  led  by  Father  Mike  MacDonald.  Its 
name  is  derived  Irom  a  passage  in  Luke 
12:6-8;  "So  do  not  be  afraid:  you  are 
worth  more  than  many  sparrows!" 

Sparrow  meets  every  Sunday  at  8:30 
pm  at  Ihe  Turret. 

The  formation  of  a  new  social  group, 
HOPE  (Homophiles  Option  •  Positive 
Experiences)  has  been  announced  by 
Mary  Ann  Manclnl,  the  group's  co-ordln- 
ator.  One  ol  Its  sub-groups  is  called 
GLOW  (Gays  and  Lesbians  On  the 
Wagon),  a  group  lor  gays  dealing  with 
alcohol  or  drug  dependency  —  their 
own.  or  that  of  a  lover  or  friend. 
Meetings:  at  the  Turret.  Sundays  at  6 
pm. 

Gay  people  In  Chatham,  Ontario  are 
attempting  to  organize  a  gay  group  for 
the  area.  Further  Information  can  be 
obtained  from  Paul  Robertson,  c/o  192 
Sandys  St.,  Chatham,  ON.  N7L  3P8  or 
call  (519)  354-9678. 

Gay  Rights  Organization  of  Waterloo 
(GROW)  has  been  formed  In  Ihe 
Kitchener/ Waterloo  area  The  group  can 
be  reached  at  Box  2632.  Station  B. 
Kilchener,  ON.N2H6N2. 

The  Ontario  Gay  Teachers  Caucus 
has  begun  publishing  a  newsletter.  To 
keep  posted  on  the  work  ol  the  Gay 
Teachers  Caucus,  their  newsletter  can 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  group  at 
the  address  on  the  Community  Page.D 
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GATE  Vancouver's  choice  of  a  high  profile, 

public  confrontation  with  the  Sun 

was  the  strategy  most  likely  to 

encourage  precisely  what  the  Sun 

seemed  intent  on  preventing. 


Supreme  Court  to  hear 
first  gay  rights  case 


Decision  will  affect  gay  people  in  every  province 


The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  will  hear 
this  spring  what  has  been  described  as 
its  "first  gay  rights  case." 

The  nation's  highest  court  will  be 
asked  lo  decide.  In  effect,  whether  there 
Is  "reasonable  cause"  to  discriminate 
against  gay  people  If  a  bias  against 
them  Is  "honestly  entertained." 

According  to  TBPs  legal  advisors,  the 
case  could  establish  for  all  of  Canada 
the  legitimate  minority  status  of  gay 
people.  Whatever  the  result,  It  iscertain 
tobeciled  In  any  future  civil  rights  cases 
involving  homosexuals,  and  will  have 
Implications  for  gay  people  In  every  pro- 
vince In  areas  or  custody,  housing,  and 
hiring  and  llrlng  practices. 

The  case,  between  Vancouver's  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE)  and  the 
Vancouver  Sun,  Is  expected  to  be  heard 
"during  ihe  week  of  June  12,"  according 


lo  GATE  lawyer  Harry  Kopyto.  GATE  Is 
appealing  a  decision  of  the  British 
Columbia  Court  of  Appeal.  That  court  — 
the  final  court  of  appeal  in  the  province 
—  had  overturned  last  June  decisions 
by  a  Human  Rights  Board  of  Inquiry  and 
ihe  BC  Supreme  Court  that  the  Sun  was 
guilty  of  discrimination  against  homo- 
sexuals in  refusing  lo  publish  a  classi- 
fied advertisement  for  GATE'S  paper, 
Gay  Tide. 

I  Background 

The  precedent-setting  conlrontatlon 
had  Its  formal  origins  when  GATE  chair- 
person Maurice  Flood  attempted  to 
I  place  the  following  advertisement  In  the 
I  business  personals  of  the  Sun: 
i      Subs,  to  GA  Y  TIDE,  gay  lib  paper, 
I      $1 ,00  for  6  issues.  2146  Yew  St., 
i      Vancouver. 


High  Tide       -v 

The  distance  from  Vancouver's  gay  ghetto     ■  y\\  *V 
to  the  SupremeJDourt       Jj^^^         (*,!VV  ^\ 


There  have  been  18  Issues  since 
Volume  1 ,  Number  1 ,  dated  August 
1973.  "Gay  liberation  will  chart  a  new 
course  in  a  new  ship."  It  trumpeted 
bravely  In  that  4-page  Issue.  "And  on  a 

tide.  For  that  Is  the  course  upon 
which  this  vessel  Issel  —  avast,  new, 
unconquerable  Gay  Tide}" 

It's  not  a  big  paper.  A  12-page  tabloid 
published  "periodically,"  and  printing 
fewer  than  2.000  copies  per  issue.  II  Is 
still  one  of  only  five  gay  publications 
in  this  country,  and  exerts  an  influence 
in  the  Canadian  gay  movement  out  of  all 
proportion  to  its  size. 

Maurice  Flood  and  Bob  Cook  have 
been  on  the  masthead  from  the 
beginning.  Flood  resigned  as  the 
paper's  longest  term  coordinator  in  the 
spring  ol  1976,  bul  he  Is  still  active  In 
production,  and  one  of  20  names  in  Ihe 
masthead  of  the  current  issue. 

"Since  Its  inception,"  he  told  TBP, 
"Gay  Tide  has  been  primarily  an  organ- 
izing tool.  Us  object  has  been  to  propa- 
gandize around  gay  issues  In  order  to 
mobilize  public  action.  We've  never 
sought  to  be  a  national  paper,  or  a 
western  paper,  or  a  BC  paper  —  our 
intended  readership  Is  primarily  the 
Vancouver  ghetlo." 

As  a  self-confessed  "movement" 
paper,  Gay  Tide  exists  In  the  way  of  all 
small  publications  that  deline  them- 
selves out  of  Ihe  race  for  the  consumer 
dollar  —  strictly  hand  to  mouth.  "'In  the 
beginning,"  says  Bob  Cook,  "we 
produced  the  paper  on  folding  tables  or 
the  floor  of  someone's  living  room  or 
basement. .nearly  five  years  later,  we're 
still  there." 
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Bui  looking  better.  And  beginning  to 
have  an  Impact  on  the  community 
defined  as  their  audience  —  Van- 
couver's downtown  gay  scene.  "We 
distribute  Ihe  paper  ourselves  In  the 
clubs,"  says  Cook,  "and  take  payment 
or  donations  If  they're  forthcoming. 
Doing  It  that  way  brings  us  face  to  face 
with  our  constituency,  and  they're 
gelling  to  know  us.  We  see  more  and 
more  of  them  in  public  actions." 

Although  It  has  flirted  from  time  to 
time  with  poetry,  short  stones  and 
photo  Features  (and  counted  West 
Coast  writers  Stan  Persky,  George 
Stanley  and  Scott  Watson  among  Its 
contributors),  Gay  Tide  remains  a  pub- 
lication for  those  who  want  to  think 
about  what  the  gay  movement  In 
Canada  is  doing.  As  Flood  says,  "From 
time  to  time  we  address  the  activist 
wing  of  the  gay  movement  across  the 
country."  It  frequently  listens.  In  1976, 
the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
adopted  as  policy  Gay  Tide's  editorial 
statement  on  cooperation  with  the 
police.  And  Its  "Age  of  Consent"  Issue 
served  as  a  discussion  paper  during  the 
1975  nallonal  conference  in  Ottawa 

This  year,  the  publishers  would  like  to 
see  the  Halifax  conference  discuss 
GATE'S  position  on  Quebec  self-deter- 
mination. Important  as  that  Is,  it  will  be 
the  Supreme  Court  judgement  that  will 
capture  people's  imaginations.  As  Gay 
Tide  itself  notes,  "...what  Is  on  trial  Is 
the  very  social  legitimacy  of  same-sex 
love...". 

Not  bad  for  a  paper  that  describes  It- 
self as  "primarily  for  Ihe  Vancouver  gay 
ghetto,"  d 


The  ad  was  refused  next  day,  October 
24, 1974.  and  on  November  14  GATE 
filed  a  complain!  with  the  BC  Human 
Rights  Commission. 

(Human  Rights  legislation  in  BC  does 
not  specifically  protect  gay  people  from 
discrimination.  However,  Section  3 of 
the  Code  outlaws  discrimination 
without  "Reasonable  cause."  GATE'S 
case  is  testing  whether  that  section  Is 
applicable  to  homosexuals.) 

The  Human  Rights  Board  hearing, 
held  February  26, 1975.  was  the  first  — 
and  remains  the  only  —  public  hearing 
of  a  gay  civil  rights  case  under 
provincial  human  rights  legislation. 

After  almost  a  year  of  deliberation, 
the  Board  Issued  a  decision.  On  January 
12, 1976,  the  Board  ruled  in  favour  of 
GATE,  and  ordered  Pacific  Press  Ltd.  to 
print  the  ad  and  pay  GATE  SSOO  In 
damages. 

Pacific  Press,  which  has  avlrtual 
stranglehold  on  print  media  In  Van- 
couver (It  publishes  the  only  other  dally. 
The  Province,  as  well  as  the  Sun), 
appealed  the  board  decision  to  the  BC 
Supreme  Court.  That  body  ruled  In 
favour  of  GATE  In  a  Judgement  handed 
down  August  13, 1976.  Mr.  Justice 
James  Macdonald  found  "no  legal  basis 
for  Interfering  with  the  finding"  of  the 
Human  Rights  Board  of  Inquiry.  The 
Board  had  tound  that  the  real  reason 
behind  the  policy  of  rejecting  gay  ads 
was  not  a  concern  for  a  standard  of 
decency,  but  a  bias  against  homo- 
sexuals on  the  part  of  the  Sun's 
management. 

The  Sun  appealed  the  decision  to  the 
BC  Court  of  Appeal.  At  every  level,  the 
Sun  has  relied  heavily  on  the  meaning  of 
the  phrase  "reasonable  cause,"  and  has 
appealed  to  the  alleged  "Immorality"  of 
gay  people  to  justify  Its  stand. 

Although  the  hypocrisy  of  the  Sun's 
position  was  pointed  out  (it  regularly 
accepts  display  ads  for  soft-core  pom 
movies),  the  Court  of  Appeal  overturned 
the  BC  Supreme  Court  verdict  In  a  two 
to  one  decision  handed  down  June  10, 
1977. 

The  judgement,  which  surprised  gay 
activists  and  appalled  civil  libertarians 
in  BC,  declared  In  effect  that  since 
homosexuality  is  offensive  on  religious 
or  moral  grounds  to  some  segments  of 
society,  the  Sun  had  "reasonable 
cause"  to  refuse  GATE'S  ad.  Both  the 
BC  Federation  of  Labour  and  the  BC 
Civil  Liberties  Association  expressed 
fears  that  the  decision  would  erode  the 
Human  Rights  Code,  and  condone  dis- 
crimination against  any  group  simply  on 
the  basis  of  the  existence  of  popular 
prejudice  against  the  group.  As  well, 
Kathleen  Ruff,  director  of  the  Human 
Rights  Commission,  stated  that  63%  of 
the  cases  pending  at  the  time  would  be 
affected  by  the  definition  of 
"reasonable  cause"  as  set  out  In  the 
decision  of  the  court. 

When  the  same  court  of  appeal 
(Including  one  of  the  same  Judges) 
refused  GATE  leave  to  appeal  their 
decision  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada,  the  group  applied  directly  to 
the  high  court  itself. 

The  application  was  heard  by  Chief 
Justice  Bora  Laskln,  and  Justices 
Spence  and  Estey.  On  December  8, 
leave  to  appeal  was  granted  for  a  case 
which  GATE  lawyer  Kopyto  said  has  as 
its  "main  issue ...  whether  homosexuals 
are  excluded  from  coverage  under  the 
I  BC  Human  Rights  Code."  □ 


The  politics  of  the  classified  ad 
It'snot  Immediately  clear  why  there 
should  be  so  much  fuss  —  on  either 
side  —  over  a  two-line  classified. 

Gay  T,de  would  likely  not  have  seen 
any  dramatic  increase  In  Its  subscrip- 
tion list  If  the  advertisement  had  been 
published.  And  tha  Vancouver  Sun 
would  probably  not  have  had  to  field 
dozens  of  calls  from  irate  subscribers 
threatening  to  cancel  If  the  ad  had 
appeared.  As  the  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission pointed  out,  the  paper  regularly 
published  movie  ads  that  most  people      | 
would  have  considered  far  more  'offen- 
sive' than  Gay  Tide's  simple  subscrip- 
tion promo. 

A  classified  advertisement  is  a  way  of 
_  jmmunl  eating.  Communication  Is 
vital  In  any  community  -  it  Is  crucial  to 
the  health  ol  the  gay  minority  because  It 
is  communication  which  finally  makes 
clear  to  all  of  us  thatlhe  community 
Indeed  exists.  Almost  every  gay  Indivi- 
dual can  recall  the  time  when  she  or  he 
felt  that  they  were  'the  only  one.'  Dis- 
covering that  your  are  far  from  'the  only 
one'  Is  the  beginning  of  community  and 
In  a  very  real  sense  the  beginning  of  lib- 
eration both  personal  and  public. 

Both  sides  are  quite  aware  of  this. 
Certainly  gay  organizations  have  always 
realized  that  their  continued  health 
depends  upon  making  a  wider 
community  aware  lhat  "gay  is  good," 
and  thai  basic  human  rights  come  only 
to  those  who  fight  for  them.  If  It  Is 
unclear  whether  the  corporate  press  has 
formulated  the  Issue  In  quite  that  way.  It 
Is  certainly  true  that  one  can  detect  a 
pattern  of  behaviour  which  has  the 
effect  ol  severely  limiting  the  oppor- 
tunities which  gay  people  have  of 
getting  In  touch  with  one  another. 

A  few  years  ago,  TBP  did  an  informal 
survey  of  dally  newspapers  In  Canada. 
Of  the  more  than  80%  contacted,  more 
than  70%  refused  to  carry  a  simple 
classified  advertisement  announcing 
subscriptions  to  this  magazine.  All 
three  Toronto  dallies  still  resolutely 
refuse  to  carry  any  advertisement  for 
TBP.  The  G'ooe  and  Mall  will  not  carry 
advertising  lor  Glad  Day  Books,  the 
city's  gay  liberation  bookstore.  Two 
men  In  Toronto  were  arrested  for 
postering  for  gay  events  recently:  two 
more  were  arrested  for  leaflettlng  In  a 
gay  bar,  and  charged  with  loitering. 
There  was,  of  course,  the  police  raid  on 
this  magazine,  which  even  to  the  un- 
friendly eyes  of  Toronto  Star  columnist 
Robert  Nielsen  appeared  like  "an 
attempt  to  cripple  or  close  down  the 
paper." 

Keeping  us  quiet  Is  keeping  us 
down  —  separate,  fractured,  without 
the  possibility  of  organizing. 

Under  the  circumstances,  GATE 
Vancouver's  choice  of  a  high  profile, 
public  confrontation  with  the  Sun  was 
the  strategy  most  likely  to  encourage 
precisely  what  the  Sun  seemed  Intent 
on  preventing  —  an  awareness  among 
gay  people  of  Ihe  fact  that  they  consti- 
tute a  community,  al  least  In  terms  ol 
numbers,  and  the  further  awareness 
thai  said  community  does  not  enjoy 
many  of  Ihe  basic  rights  taken  for 
granted  by  other  citizens.  As  Gay  Tide 
Itself  slated,  "In  part  It  was  the  con- 
scious political  Intention  of  GATE  thai    " 
the  case  should  strip  away  any  Illusions 
about  our  status.  The  case  has  been   \ 
the  lever  by  which  It  has  been  made 
abundantly  clear  that  we  are  still 
without  basic  civil  rights..." 

It's  Ironic  In  a  way.  If  the  Vancouver  I 
Sun  had  accepted  that  tiny  classified  4| 
years  ago,  the  gay  community  In  BC 
may  have  been  enlarged  by  what?  —  a 
few  dozen  people  at  most.  The  refusal! 
and  GATE'S  Insistence  on  public 
struggle,  has  guaranteed  a  forum  for 
the  discussion  of  gay  rights  which 
will  have  Implications  for  every  gay 
person  In  the  country  —  the 
Supreme  Court  ol  Canada  D 

Body  Poll  tlc/7 


"It's  almost  an  affront  to  be  talking  about... 
homosexuals  and  lesbians  at  this  point  in 
time"  —  a  Liberal  MP  slams  the  federal 
Human  Rights  Commission. 


Hoy  column  sparks  hate  calls 


A  campaign  conducted  by  Free  Les- 
bians and  Gays  (FLAG)  against  the  To-- 
onto  Sun  has  resulted  In  the  names, 
addresses  and  phone  numbers  of  (he  or- 
ganisers being  printed  In  Claire  Hoy's 
Sunday  Sun  column.  Asa  result,  two 
members  of  FLAG  received  numerous 
ha/rassing  and  threatening  phone  calls. 
Thegay  rights  group  had  distributed  a 
leaflet  April  18  to  employees  of  the 
Toronto  Sun  at  Us  headquarters  on  King 
street.  The  leaflet  accused  thai  paper  of 
yellow  lournallsm  In  Its  treatment  of 
gays,  feminists  and  other  oppressed 
minorities,  and  called  for  the  firing  of 
Claire  Hoy.  Hoy  wasaccused of  "launch- 
ing a  c-areer  as  a  professional  bigot  "and 
using  his  column  asa  "vehicle  forpreju- 
dlce,  hale-mongerlng  and  slander." 
Hoy  has  often  used  his  column  to 
attack  gay  people  and  ol  her  minorities.  A 
series  ol  near  hysterical  articles  on  The 
Body  Politic  In  December  Is  believed  to 
have  precipitated  the  police  raid  on 
I  his  paper. 

FLAG  members  handed  their  leaflet  to 
Sun  employees  in  their  offices  and  to 
employees  In  the  printing  plant.  When 
the  group  was  evicted  from  the  building, 
the  pamphlet  was  put  on  cars  In  the  Sun 
parking  lot,  and  dlsirlbutedonthe  street. 
Reaction  from  Sun  employees  was 
generally  hostile,  though  I  he  employees 
In  the  printing  plant  seemed  receptive. 
On  being  asked  to  complain  to  manage- 
ment about  the  Sun's  campaign  against 
homosexuals,  one  woman  In  the  printing 
plant  stated,  "We  are  not  allowed  to 
object  to  management." 

Hoy  responded  with  an  April  23 
column  calling  homosexuality  a  per- 
version, Immoral,  sick  and  criminal.  He 
also  staled  thai  gay  people  advocated 
child  prostltullon.  Asa  resull  of  the  publi- 
cation o!  Ihe  telephone  numbers  of  two 
FLAG  members,  both  received 
numerous  harrasslngcallsand  were 
forced  to  leave  their  telephones  off  the 


hook  for  periods  of  time.  Terry  Phillips, 
one  of  the  two  whose  nu  mber  was 
published,  said,  "This  Is  unheard  of  Jour- 
nalistic practise.  It  Is  a  McCarthyite 
tactic,  borrowed  from  rrtelhods  used  by 
virulent  anti-communist  publications  In 
the  early  tittles.  The  media  asa  whole 
should  denounce  this." 

Quite  willing  this  once  to  use  such  a 
McCarthylie  tactic,  TBP  was  disappoint- 
ed to  find  Hoy's  home  number  unlisted, 
by  Robin  Hardy 

Liquor  laws  force 

sale  of  Reg ina 

gay  community  centre 

The  Regl  na  Gay  Commu  rtlty  Centre, 
formerly  Atropos  Fellowship  Society, 
has  been  forced  to  put  Itsclub  premises 
uplorsale.  Reglna  police  visited  the  club 
recently  and  served  notice  that  the  Gay 
Commu  n  1 1  y  Centre  wou  Id  have  to  get  a 
liquor  permit  for  the  house  Because  of 
difficulties  In  obtaining  such  a  permit, 
the  Regina  group  will  have  lo  hold 
licensed  socials  at  hails.  A  search  is  now 
underway  to  obtain  a  building  suitable 
for  liquor  licensing. O 

Student  groups 
held  responsible 
for  anti-gay  lit 

In  a  recent  decision,  the  Central  Stu- 
dent Association  ol  the  University  of 
Guelph  enacted  regulations  lo  hold 
student  organizations  who  circulate 
literature  on  campus  responsible  for  Its 
content.  The  move  came  after  a  brief 
presented  by  Guelph  Gay  Equality 
revealed  that  two  articles  In  recent 
Issues  ol  Today's  Student  were  blatant- 
ly derogatory  of  homosexuals  and 
transsexuals.  The  articles  Included  an 
Anita  Bryant  interview  and  a  Story  on 


transsexuals 

Today's  Student  Is  a  right-wing  funda- 
mentalist paper  published  In  Ames,  Iowa 
by  persons  affiliated  wilh  the  Campus 
Crusade  lor  Christ.  II  is  being  dlstribu  ted 
In  large  numbers  by  groups  such  as  the 
&bie  Studies  group  ai  Guelph 

A  student  comm  ittee  sel  up  to 
examine  the  articles  concluded:  "The 
committee  views  Today's  Student  as 
being  biased  in  Its  presentation  on  Anita 
Bryant  and  on  transsexuals.  We  wonder 
at  the  motivation  of  a  Christian  Publica- 
tion In  presenting  an  arguement  that  so 
obviously  attempts  to  bias  its  readership 
against  a  particular  minority." 

As  a  result  of  the  complaint  by  Guelph 
Gay  Equality,  a  Publication  Distribution 
Policy  was  Instituted  which  will  require 
that  the  campus  distributors  mark  their 
name  on  the  paper.  They  will  also  be  held 
responsible  for  the  content,  meaning 
that  they  would  forfeit  student  funding 
and  office  space  II  discriminatory  liter- 
ature isdistributed  on  the  campus. 
Guelph  Gay  Equality  described  the  Bible 
Studies  group  as  "cowardly"  for  thelrun- 
willlngness  toaccepl  responsibility  for 
thepaperby  printing  their  name  on  the 
cover  Today's  Student  is  carefully 
designed  to  appear  like  any  other 
student  paper,  and  there  Isno  letters 
section  where  readers  can  respond  to 
the  opinions  expressed  in  the  paper. 
There  Is  no  Canadian  content. 

Groups  or  Individuals  who  wish  locon- 
rront  (he  issue  of  Today's  Student  on 
thelrcampuses  should  contact  Guelph 
Gay  Equality,  Box  773,  Guelph,  Ont.fora 
copy  of  the  brief.  □ 

It's  hard  not  to  think 


of.. 


Following  anonymous  tips,  the  Ottawa 
media  has  revealed  thai  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Store  Installed  and  used  a  TV  cam- 
era In  a  washroom  in  Its  downtown  store 
during  Iale1976and  early  1977.  The 
camera  was  intended  to  alert  store  se- 


curity toany  sex  In  the  washroom.  At  the 
time.  Gays  of  Ottawa  Informed  the  Bay 
that  it  knew  of  the  camera's  existence. 
Representatives  ol  GO  mel  with  store 
security  and  pointed  out  that  theuse  of 
the  camera  was  both  a  violation  of 
privacy  anda  form  of  entrapment.  Given 
the  seriousness  of  resulting 
charges  —  up  lo5  yeans  In  prison  tor  a       ' 
conviction  of  "gross  Indecency"  —  GO 
spokespersons  suggested  that  the  store    , 
remove  Us  camera  and  post  a  sign  as  an 
alternative  deterrent.  Although  the 
Ottawa  store  never  posted  such  a  sign,  it 
did  remove  the  camera  D 

Rights  Commission 
hit  for  gay  study 

A  Toronto  Liberal  MP  has  accused  the 
federal  Human  Rights  Commission  of 
"bucking  Parliament"  by  preparing  to 
research  the  extent  of  discrimination 
against  gay  people.  Kenneth  Robinson 
(Toronto  —  Lake  ah  ore)  said  "It's 
almost  an  affront  lo  be  talking  about 
undertaking  research  on  homosexuals 
and  lesbians  at  this  point  in  time."  He 
said  that  Human  Rights  Commissioner 
Gordon  Falrweather  should  honour  the 
decision  Parliament  made  nine  months 
ago  not  to  include  sexual  orientation  In 
the  Human  Rights  Code,  since  homo- 
sexual rights  groups  had  Ihelr  say  at 
that  time, 

MP's  on  the  Commons  Justice 
Committee  were  examining  the  Com- 
mission's $3.8  million  budget  lor  the 
current  fiscal  year  when  the  remarks 
were  made. 

Gordon  Falrweather,  a  vocal  support- 
er of  gay  rights  for  a  number  of  years, 
defended  the  planned  study  He  said 
that  the  commission  has  received 
many  complaints  concerning  discrimin- 
ation against  gay  people,  and  noted 
that  the  Quebec  National  Assembly 
recently  amended  Us  Human  Rights 
Code  to  Include  sexual  orientation. 

by  Robin  Hardy      I 
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Gay  rights  get  "low-keyed  to  death" 

in  St  Paul  while  in  California  wife-rape 

gets  ranked  with  littering. 

And  somewhere  in  Germany  there  is 

a  woman  with  $50,000  worth  of  sex  aids- 


Gay  rights  fall 
in  St  Paul 

A  tour-year-old  gay  rights  ordinance  in 
St  Paul  Minnesota  was  repealed  In  a  two 
to  one  vote  on  April  25. 

The  ordinance,  which  was  passed  In 
July  1974  waschallengedearllerthls 
year  by  "The  Citizens  Alert  (or  Morality,1' 
alundamenialist  christian  group  which 
collected  6100  signatures,  enough  to 
out  the  question  on  the  spring  ballot. 

The  St  Paul  Citizens  tor  Human 
nghts  was  formed  to  challenge  the 
initiative.  The  group  was  linked  to  the 
Minnesota  Committee  for  Gay  Rights, 
an  established  lobbying  group  wilh  lies 
to  Ihe  Democratic  Party  TheSPCHR's 
campaign  locused  on  the  fad  that  the 
ordinance  had  been  in  effect  for  four 
years  without  problems  and  claimed  the 
issue  was  one  of  human  rights  rather 
than  homosexuality  or  morality.  "The 
effort  to  save  the  ordinance  is  almost 
Invisible  -  it's  sort  of  being  low-keyed 
to  death,"  complained  a  St  Paul  gay 
man. 

Despite  opposition  from  numerous 
church  groups,  the  city's  mayor  and  the 
League  of  Women  Voters,  the  anil-gay 
forces  won  the  day  with  the  help  of  an 
appearance  by  Anita  Bryant.  The  St  Paul 
referendum  was  the  first  In  a  series  of 
similar  Challenges  to  gay  rights 
ordinances  in  Wichita,  Eugene,  Seattle 
and  Washington  DC.D 

Transsexuals  killed; 
demo  hits  police  action 

Over  200  lesbians,  transsexuals  and  gay 
men  marched  through  downtown 
Denver  on  April  2.  The  protest  v  -  - 


transsexual.  Tony  "Irene"  DeSoto  was 
shot  through  the  heart  by  a  plainclothes 
police  officer  on  March  30  while 
"resisting  arrest."  On  July  14  1977 
Eugene  "Tracy"  Levy,  a  Black 
transsexual,  was  killed  by  another  Vice 
Squad  officer. 

Speakers  from  the  Transsexual/ Les- 
bian/Gay Defense  Committee, 
organizers  of  the  march,  protested  the 
"racist,  sexist  and  homophobic 
attacks"  and  called  for  an  Investigation. 
"If  the  police  can  kill  one  of  us  without 
active  resistance  and  self-defense  from 
the  community,  they  can  kill  any  of  us," 
said  a  spokesperson.  G 

Boy  Scouts  dump  gay  boys; 
discrimination  upheld 

Two  Boy  Scouts,  Scott  Ford,  17,  and 
Scott  Vance,  16,  have  been  expelled 
from  the  Explorer  Scouts  In  Mankato, 
Minnesota  after  they  admitted  they 
were  gay.  The  two  appealed  their  dis- 
missal to  the  director  of  public  relations 
for  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  Their  ex- 
pulsion was  upheld  at  the  national  level. 
'"  think  the  public  should  be  Informed 
that  there  Is  discrimination  against 
gays  Whatever  can  happen  here  can 
happen  anywhere,"  said  Ford,  L 

All  in  the  family 

Anall  male  committee  m  California's 
state  legislature  has  decided  it  Is  not  a 
felony  of  tense  f  ora  man  to  rape  his  wife. 

Under  present  law,  wife  rape,  like  litter- 
ing, Is  a  misdemeanor  offense,  punish- 
able by  a  maximum  fine  of  $500 and  a 
possible  short  prison  term. 

TheState  Assembly's  Cri  minal  Jus- 
lice  Committee,  in  deciding  against 
more  severe  punishment  lor  wife  rape, 
reasoned  that  passing  the  proposed  law 
would  mean  a  man  convicted  of  raping 
his  wife  would  be  treated  as  a  sex 
offender  for  Ihe  rest  of  his  lite.  The  com- 
mittee's chairperson  explained  that 
glvingawife  ihe  legal  right  to  prosecute 
her  husband  tor  rape  would  Intensify 
family  battles. 

OH  Our  Backs  Q 
UaylftTI 


San  Fran  gets  law  with  teeth 

An  ordinance  banning  discrimination 
against  gay  people  In  employment, 
housing  and  publ  ic  accomodation  was 
passed  by  ihe  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  on  April  4.  The  bill,  approved 
In  a  10  to  1  vote,  will  lake  effect  when  il  is 
signed  by  Mayor  George  Moscone 
before  the  end  of  the  month.  San  Fran- 
cisco Is  the  43rd  city  In  the  US  to  pass 
such  a  law. 

"This  one  has  teeth,"  said  Harvey 
Milk,  the  gay  city  supervisor  who  Intro- 
duced the  measure  togelher  with  Super- 
visor Carol  Rulh  Silver.  Milk  described 
the  bill  as  "the  most  stringent  gay  rights 
law  In  Ihe  country.  A  person  can  go  to 
court  II  his  rights  are  violated."  CI 

Judge  suspended  in 
developing  Boston  scandal 

Superior  Court  Chief  Justice  Robert 
Bonin  has  been  suspended  pending 
investigation  of  "allegations  of  mis- 
conduct" after  the  judge  had  attended  a 
gay  benefit  addressed  by  Gore  Vldal. 

The  April  13  suspension  by  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  cameaftera 
number  of  conservative  politicians  had 
demanded  lhe|udge's  resignation. 

Thefuror  arose  afler  Bonin's  picture 
appeared  on  the  front  page  of  a  local 
paper  the  day  afler  heattended  Vidal's 
lecture.  The  benefit  had  been  arranged 
by  the  Bos  ton/Boise  Committee,  an 
organizalion  attempting  tosecure  a  fair 
trial  for  a  numberot  men  arrested  in  what 
Ihe  media  termed  a  "boy  sex-ring 
scandal"  in  the  Boston  suburb  of  Revere. 

In  aletter  to  the  Judicial  Court,  Bonin 
declared  "I  believe  1  must  adhere  to  my 
personal  principles  and  be  faithful  to  the 
serious  civil  liberties  Issues  involved  In 
attending  a  lecture." 

The  judge's  wife,  enraged  by  the  news- 
paper coverage,  declared:  "If  ajudge 
cannot  attend  a  lecture  by  an  author  Ina 
church,  none  of  us  Is  safe.  None  of  our 
civil  rights  is  safe.  A  support  of  gay  rights 
Is  a  support  ol  all  our  civil  rights." 

Inan  unrelated  Incident,  more  than  200 
people  demonstrated  In  front  of  the 
Boston  Public  library  April  1  toprotest 
police  harassment  and  entrapment  of 
gay  men  at  the  library.  Over  100  men  were 
arrested  durl  ng  a  two- week  period  a 

Brazilian  journalist  charged 

Openly  gay  Brazilian  journalist  Celso 
Curi  has  been  charged  with  "offending 
morality  and  decent  customs,"  and  his 
regular  column  In  the  major  Sao  Paulo 
newspaper,  Folha  do  Sao  Paulo,  has 
been  cancelled. 

Curi  had  been  giving  open  recogni- 
tion to  the  city's  large  gay  community 
for  over  a  year  before  charges  were  laid 
by  the  military  government.  A  new  gay 
magazine  Lampfab  Is  planning  to  fea- 
ture Curi's  trial  In  ils  coming  Issues 
It  is  unclear  It  the  new  magazine  will  be 
charged  under  the  same  elaborate  press 
censorship  laws.  D 


US  border  ban  to  fall? 

After  meetings  with  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force,  the  US  Public  HealthServlce 
has  adopted  the  position  ot  the  Ameri- 
can Psychiatric  Assoclalionand  will  no 
longer  define  homosexuals  aselther 
"sex  deviants"  or  "psychopathic per- 
sonalities." —  Americanlmmigratlon 
law  excludes  both  groupsfrom 
admission  tothe  USA. 

The  Public  Health  Service  stated  on 
April  4  that  It  would  Inform  all  lls  officials 
and  State  Department  visa  officers  of  the 

I  pollcychange.Thereversalshoulden- 
sure  that  open  gay  people  will  no  longer 

I   be  turned  back  at  Amerlcanborders. 

\       On  April  6,  however,  SergeSavard,  a 

I  Montreal  resident,  was  ret  used  admlt- 
tanceat  a  Vermont  border  crossing 
because  he  is  gay. Q 

Michigan  U  elects  open  gay 
student  president 

An  openly  gay  candidate  has  been 
elected  student  body  president  at  Michi- 
gan State  University  in  East  Lansing. 

Dave  Jones,  a  twenty-one  year  old 
undergraduate,  led  his  nearest  opponent 
by  500  votes  Ina  comparatively  good 
turnout.  Jones  was  Involved  In  many  ed- 
ucational programs  both  on  and  off 
campus  in  his  previous  position  as 
director  of  the  school'sGay  Council. 

Michigan  State  has  a  reputation  as  a 
traditionally  conservative  mldwestern 
school.  This  Is  only  the  second  time 
that  an  openly  gay  person  has  been 
elected  to  such  a  post  In  a  major 
Ameri  can  u  n  I  versl  ty .  D 

Gay  News  to  appeal 
to  House  of  Lords 

Gay  Mews  readers  have  voted  twenty  to 
one  In  favour  of  appealing  the  paper's 
blasphemy  conviction  tothe  House  of 
Lords.  Readers  were  responding  toa  poll 
published  In  the  British  pa  per  after  the 
Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  turned  down 
thelrappeal  on  a  conviction  of 
blasphemous  libel. 

The  charge  had  been  laldafter  Morality 
Crusader  Mary  White  house  complained 
about  a  poem  that  made  explicit  sexual 
references  to  the  body  of  Christ. 

More  than  1500  people  sent  In  ballot 
slips  cut  from  the  paper,  and  hundreds 
more  wrote  or  phoned  from  across  the 
British  Isles.  The  paper's  lawyers  are 
therefore  lodging  a  petition  tor 
permission  toappeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords. 

If  the  lords  grant  permission,  the 
appeal  will  go  ahead.O 

Zorra  strikes  again 

Police  in  Cologne  Germany  are 
searching  (or  "Red  Zorra,"  a  woman 
who  so  far  has  robbed  sex  shops  of  over 
$50,000  worth  of  merchandise. 
|     Claiming  to  be  tne  female  equivalent 
I  of  "Zorro,"  an  avenger  of  the  oppressed. 


she  has  lett  leaflets  stating:  "What  Is 
described  as  love  today  is  nothing  more 
than  the  domination  ot  women  by  men... 
The  porn  og  rap  hers  want  to  use  our 
bodies  to  make  their  profits." 

Sex  shop  owners  have  banded 
togelher  and  are  ottering  a  reward  of 
$1500  for  her  capture.  D 

Australian  teacher 
fights  for  Job 

The  Greg  Weir  case  continues  to  be  a 
focus  for  the  gay  rights  struggle  across 
Australia. 

In  1976,  while  a  student  at  the  Kelvin 
Grove  College  of  Advanced  Education, 
Weir  organized  a  gay  group  and 
appeared  in  different  media  In  support 
of  gay  rights.  Trainee  teachers  are 
normally  guaranteed  employment  upon 
graduation  and  those  —  like 
Weir  —  who  were  on  scholarship  are 
expected  to  work  for  the  state.  In  this 
case,  however,  the  Department  of 
Education  Is  still  refusing  Weir  a  post 
over  a  year  after  his  graduation.  They 
dairri  he  Is  unfit  to  teach. 

Weir  has  launched  two  legal  battles. 
He  Is  demanding  that  the  Stale  ol 
Queensland  hire  him  as  a  teacher,  and 
that  he  be  paid  compensation  lor  the 
period  he  has  remained  unemployed. 

So  far  Weir  has  received  wide 
support  from  political  parties,  ihe 
Australian  Union  of  Students,  Civil 
Liberties  Associations  and  many  gay 
groups.  Nationwide  demonstrations 
have  been  organized  In  his  support  and 
defense  groups  have  formed  In  most 
Australlancltles.O 


New  Zealand  group 
slams  'police  power'  bill 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  of 
Neiv  Zealand,  a  coalilion  ol25  gay  rights 
organizations,  has  called  onall  gay  peo- 
ple to  oppose  In  every  way  the  passage  of 
the  Security  Intelligence  Service  Bill. 

The  New  Zealand  NGRC  believes  the 
SIS  bill  is  adlrecl  threat  not  only  to  gay 
people  but  toall  Individuals  seeking 
social  change.  "The  definitions  of  this 
bill  are  so  vague  and  its  powers  so  wide 
and  pervasive  that  It  is  obviously  very 
open  to  abuse"  stated  Ms.  Emms,  NGRC 
Co-ordinator.  She  further  asserted  that 
Gay  rights  organizations  and  organizers 
have  been  subject  to  telephone  tapping 
and  Interference  with  official  mall.O 

Demo  demands  passage 
of  gay  rights  bill 

Two  thousand  lesbians  and  gay  men 
marched  in  New  York  City  on  April  16  to 
demand  that  the  New  York  gay  rights 
bill- be  passed. 

The  gay  rights  bill  Introduced  on  April 
18  has  been  held  back  for  the  last  seven 
years  by  conservative  forces  In  the  city. 
This  year  the  Catholic  Church 
reportedly  has  amassed  2  million 
dollars  to  fight  the  bill's  passage. 

The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights,  representing  more  than  40 
labour,  education,  religious,  campus, 
political,  women's  and  cultural 
organizations,  feels  that  the  bill  has  a 
broader  base  of  support  than  ever 
before.  Recent  Harris  and  Gallup  Polls 
Indicated  that  the  majority  of  New 
Yorkers  favour  civil  rights  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  D 

Gay  group 

joins  anti-Nazi  fight 

The  Campaign  for  Homosexual  Equality, 
Britain's  largest  gay  group,  has  joined 
the  Anti-Nazi  League,  Inllnewlthavote 
taken  at  Its  annual  conference  last  year 
In  Nottingham. 

The  League  Is  organizing  a  country- 
wide campaign  to  oppose  the  National 
Front  In  the  next  elecllons.  The  National 
Front  Is  Britain's  leading  far-right  organi- 
zation. The  Front's  newspaper 
Spearhead  Is  quoted  as  saylngthat 
homosexuals  v.  ill  be  exterminated  in  gas 
chambers  If  the  party  comes  topower.D    ' 
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Image  control 


I  want  to  write  abou  t  my  body,  to  out  line 
somethoughts  about  young  gay  men  — 
about  our  bodies  as  objecls  and  as  the 
torm  of  our  oppression. 

We  project  Images  ol  pretty  boys, 
tough  boys,  wild  boys,  heartbreakers and 
whores,  all  of  them  a  series  of  facades 
parading  about  as  modern  sculpture. 
Why  would  anyone  choose  consciously 
to  project  such  an  image?  Doesn't  this 
contuse  more  traditional  conceptsot 
sexism/ role-play  I  ng/ob|ectlflcation? 

Well,  It  does  tend  toconfuse  the  Issue, 
but  no  more  than  It  is  confused  already. 
It's  always  been  clear  that  although 
"rote-play  I  no"  has  lis  overwhelming 
aspects  Imasculine/femlnlne, 
passive /aggressive),  the  daily  reality  of 
It  is  more  complex  and  usually  quite 
subtle. 

The  objectlflcation  that  Isoftenob- 
vious  to  us  In  advertisements  and 
through  the  media  translates  dlfferenlly 
in  human  form.  While  peopleoften  play 
stereotypes  and  are  understood  primar- 
ily as  (sex)  objects,  we're  certainly  never 
complete  as  objects  or  stereotypes  In 
ourselves.  But  even  though  the  process 
of  object  Ideation  Isn't  absolute,  it's  still 
powerful  and  has  a  tremendous  grlpon 
our  lives,  partlcularl ty  our  sexuality. 

So  why  is  it  that  boys  (?)  like  myself 
choose  to  pro|ect  a  two-dimensional 
Image?  Simply  because  by  Intentionally 
defining  ourselves  as  objects  we  come 
toundersland  more  clearly  that  we  are 
defined  that  way,  and  that  such  a 
definition  Is,  In  our  epoch  and  at  our  age, 
unavoidable.  We  deal  wlthour 
objeclltlcatlon  In  a  natural  way  by  ex- 
pressing our  alienation  from  It  In  our 
appearance  —  an  appearance  which 
tends  to  be  a  little  ex  I  re  me,  almost  a 
parody  of  itself  —  anlmagewhlch, 
despite  the  alienation  involved, allows  us 
toexercise  some  control  over  our  objec- 
tlllcatlon. 

We  deal  with  the  problem  of  being  ob- 
jectified by  becoming  extreme  examples 
ol  objects  and,  in  so  doing,  Implicitly 
point  out  the  contradict  Ions  of  dealing 
with  the  surface  of  things. 


I  know  that  I  live  In  a  world  where 
people  are  reduced  to  nanowstereo- 
types  —  masculine  /feminine  to  start 
with  —  butthe  reduction  neverqulte 
works.  Something  within  us  wants  more. 
Desplte  all  the  easy  stereotypes  to  hang 
onto,  most  people  (young  people  In  par- 
ticular) go  through  continuous  Identity 
crises,  and  in  adally  sense  there  Is  no 
way  out.  Eventually  the  stereotypes  have 
to  bedestroyed  by  the  creation  of  en- 
tirely new  methods  for  all  social  relations. 

But  this  prospect  demands  really 
dramatic  social  change,  throughthe or- 
ganized power  of  a  huge  sexual  liberation 
movement.  This  will  take  time;  thecrisis 
of  identity  Is  immediate.  We  all  attempt 
todevelop  our  own  half-solutions,  the 
most  self-aware  being  the  most  eflective. 

As  for  me,  I  want  tobe  my  own  role- 
model,  my  own  hero-vision,  more  than  a 
stereotype,  more  original,  Idealized 
perhaps.  1  want  to  be  an  archetype  — 
the  most  fabulous  one  I  can  find.  And  not 
Just  one,  but  several  at  once,  changing 
constantly.  I  want  to  be  Pattl  Smith, 
James  Dean,  Susan  Son  tag,  Trotsky  and 
Dorothy  Parker,  I  know  that  by  living  out 
an  archetype  I'll  live  out  the  paradox  of 
twodlmenslonal  living  and  the  Irony  of 
facade-like  Images. 

I  want  to  combine  this  heavy  dose  of 
irony  with  an  Image  which  Iseasllylo- 
catable  yet  striking,  bearing  beneath  It 
aconsclousness  of  Itself,  andadeslre 
tochangeeve/yfn/ng  —  anlmagewhlch 
isa  little  bizarre,  completely  familiar,  and 
aspires  to  articulate  thoughts  of  an 
Inner  world.  Such  an  expression  I  (we) 
have  already  begun  to  experience. 

Playing  the  part  ol  the  gayboy,  drifting 
into  a  redaction  of  my  sell  as  captive- 
blindfolded,  speechless,  touching  Just  the 
blurred  outline  of  a  complex  Inner  being. 

Ithink,ldream. 
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Tim  Quest  Is  an  active  member  of  Gay 
Youth  Torontoand  of  the  Revolutionary 
Workers  League,  andean  often  be  found 
at  the  Beverley  Tavern  listening  to  Drastic 
Measures. 
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JucJIh  I  never  had  any  dreams  for  LOOT 
except  that  I  found  it  was  more  work 
and  less  tun  than  I  thought  it  would  be. 
Personally.  II  didn't  happen  the  way  I 
thought  It  would.  I'm  not  sorry  I  did  it, 
though. 

Bnnda:  I  don't  think  it  Is  so  much  the 
hard  work  but  the  disappointment  that 
other  people  don  'I  have  the  same  kind 
of  enthusiasm.  It  is  a  place  thai  is  really 
Important  to  everybody  who  goes  there. 
It  Is  not  lust  an  ordinary  social  club,  It  Is 
a  way  of  life.  Plus  the  fact  that  there  Is  a 
smattering  of  lesbian  feminist  politics 
—  you  would  think  that  people  would  be 
aware  of  the  situation  more  so  than 
normal. 


Pairs:  My  dreams,  if  I  have  any,  are 
about  the  women's  movement,  lam 
talking  about  my  own  political  Identity, 
because  l  am  not  sure  how  successful 
an  autonomous  movement  can  be. 


Del:  But  life  is  much  more  than  the 
political  aspect  Lite  Is  the  personal  too 
One  can  say  that  being  a  lesbian  may 
not  be  one  s  first  political  priority, 
particularly  it  she  considers  herself  a 
feminist  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  think 
there  has  to  be  a  place  like  LOOT 
Because  nobody  Is  going  to  look  out  for 
us  —  straight  or  feminist 


Behind  open  doors 

The  door  on  Jarvis  Street  opens  onto  a  whole  new  world  shaped 
and  created  by  women.  "It's  not  just  a  social  club,  it's  a  way  of  life." 

by  Pal  Leslie 


lam  the  son  of  person  who  Is  ob- 
sessed with  time.  Only  past  and  future 
have  meaning,  for  both  are  parents  of 
our  present.  It  was  with  this  In  mind, 
Just  before  Christmas,  that  I  first  asked 
the  LOOT  Task  Force  If  they  would 
allow  me  to  put  them  on  my  lape  recor- 
der as  an  historical  record  of  the 
progress  of  one  group.  When  asked 
why.  I  had  to  remind  them  thai  LOOT 
was  now  one  year  old.  It  has  often  been 
said  thai  the  first  year  In  the  life  of  any 
group  is  the  most  crucial  and  this  Is  no 
less  true  for  the  Lesbian  Organization 
Of  Toronto. 

I  chose  the  women  on  the  Task  Force 
is  a  focal  polnl  In  a  discussion  about 
the  activity  of  LOOT  because  they 
happen  to  be  Individuals  who  had  been 
active  In  the  organization  since  Its 
Inception.  They  also  are  a  small 
sampling  of  the  depth  of  opinion  among 
LOOTs  300  members.  Some  are  public 
lesbians  and  some  are  not,  but  all  are 
active  In  feminist  and  gay  organizations. 

They  were  not  chosen,  however, 
because  they  belong  to  the  Task  Force. 
The  name  is  misleading.  The  Task  Force 
Is  a  co-ordinating  committee  open  to 
all  lesbians  willing  to  meet  together 
once  every  two  weeks.  In  fact,  I  was 
specifically  asked  to  make  It  clear  that 
no  one  group  runs  LOOT  and  all  major 
decisions  are  taken  during  the  monthly 
general  meetings. 

My  meeting  with  the  six  active 
women  from  the  Task  Force  was  post- 
poned until  two  weeks  after  the  visit  of 
Anita  Bryant,  and  came  right  In  the 
middle  of  the  debate  on  how  to  organize 
I  a  march  tor  women's  liberation  on 
March  8th.  So  it  was  a  long  meeting  with 
much  to  discuss.  After  their  regular 
meeting  in  which  questions  were 
settled,  such  as  who  would  volunteer  lo 


sit  at  the  LOOT  table  during  the  Jointly 
sponsored  film  night  with  the  John 
Damien  Committee,  we  finally  got  round 
to  why  I  was  there.  Being  well 
acquainted  with  me  they  should  not 
have  been  surprised  at  the  long  lis!  of 
questions  I  asked  them  lo  think  about. 
As  one  member  remarked,  "We'll  be 
here  all  night." 

While  I  went  through  my  ritual  of 
fumbling  around  with  the  tape  recorder. 
Rosemary  brought  me  her  personal  files 
to  supplement  my  archival  material  on 
the  group.  People  started  chatting 
about  which  of  her  notes  were  more  Im- 
portant and,  before  1  realized  it,  some- 
body was  saying,  "I  remember  when..." 
So  naturally  I  had  to  remind  them  about 
my  presence  and  warn  them  not  to  say 
anyflng  historically  significant  until  I 
got  the  recorder  to  work. 

Pefra:  February  1st,  1977,  LOOT  moved 
Into  342  Jarvis  Street.  And  |ust  last 
week,  exactly  a  year  afterward,  lesbians 
walked  oul  of  the  March  8th  Coalition 
meeting  over  the  Issue  of  men.  It's  so 
historical  I  can't  stand  it.  When  we 
started  LotoLesblan  last  winter 
to  help  pay  the  rent,  we  said  that 
men  could  buy  tickets  for  the  women. 
Del:  Or  give  us  the  money  and  not  get 
the  ticket.  You  know.  It  is  a  great  shot  In 
the  arm  to  go  over  our  past  like  this. 
Pat  I  also  collect  old  almanacs,  If  any- 
body wants  lo  give  me  their  almanac. 
Judith:  That  is  so  personal.  Do  many 
people  give  them  to  you? 
Brenda:  You  can  have  mine.  It's  empty.  I 
keep  forgetting  to  use  It. 

To  foster  and  support  ventures  that 
will  bring  us  together  is  essential  so 
that  we  can  experience  and  share  our 
strength.  We  believe  that  we  are  not  Iso- 
lated In  our  concern."  This  was  the 
subject  of  a  leaflet  circulated  by  two 
Toronto  lesbians  at  the  National 
Lesbian  Conference  In  Ottawa  on 
Thanksgiving  Weekend  1976. 

The  Kingston  Conference  on  the 
"not-so-invlsible"  woman  In  the  gay 
movement  in  May  of  that  yea/,  along 
with  a  gradual  decline  in  a  sense  of 
community  spirit  In  Toronto  Itself,  had 


set  the  stage  for  the  Ottawa  Con- 
ference.  The  main  theme  of  the 
conference  put  forward  by  the  organ- 
izers  was  the  need  for  an  autonomous 
lesbian  movement,  separate  Irom  gay 
men  and  feminists.  A  woman  from  the 
Lesbian  Caucus  of  the  BO  Federation  of 
Women  was  present  lo  let  us  know  that 
It  was  possible.  Even  more  Inspiring 
was  the  announcement  In  (he  last 
general  meeting  before  we  went  home 
that  lesbians  In  the  east  had  just  formed 
the  Atlantic  Provinces  Political 
Lesbians  for  Equality.  For  many  lesbian- 
feminists  from  Toronto,  the  strength 
from  sharing  experiences  resulted  in 
are-awakenlngof  what  It  meant  to  see 
themselves  as  lesbians. 

The  week  afterward,  on  October  17, 
the  first  meeting  to  discuss  our  needs 
as  lesbians  living  InTorontowasheldat 
the  Community  Homophile 
Association's  centre.  In  retrospect,  It 
was  impressive  that  so  many 
women  —  new  and  old,  radical  and 
conservative  —  were  sitting  down  as 
lesbians  In  the  same  room.  That  was 
the  critical  difference  between  this 
meeting  and  all  others.  When  we  are 
busy  living  our  history,  we  tend  to  forget 
the  obvious. 

Clearly,  the  most  Important  lesson  we 
all  learned  over  the  past  year  was  the 
validity  of  a  separate  lesbian  existence 
In  Toronto.  For  too  long,  many  of  us  who 
now  consider  ourselves  LOOT  members 
had  put  aside  our  identity  as  lesbians  in 
favour  of  fighting  against  the  oppres- 
sion of  all  women.  From  the  other  view, 
many  had  put  aside  the  feminist  aspect 
of  thelrllves  in  ordertobe  lesbians  in  a 
gay  movement,  it  was  an  artificial 
barrier  easily  broken  down  when  we  all 
started  to  work  together  as  lesbians. 

Things  had  moved  very  quickly  in  the 
last  two  months  of  1976.  The  house  at 
342  Jarvis  Street  had  been  rented  in 


Pal  Leslie,   coordinator  ot  the  Toronto 
Women's  Archives  ana  a  long-time  member 
of  the  editorial  collective  ot  the  now  defunct 
feminist  newspaper  The  Other  Woman,  Is 
currently  travelling  in  Europe. 
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1975  In  anticipation  of  setting  up  a 
women's  coffeehouse.  Alter  this  Idea 
failed  to  mobilize  Immediate  support, 
members  ot  the  women's  community 
moved  Into  the  house.  Looking  back  on 
It,  starting  LOOT  was  a  far  easier  pro- 
cess than  had  been  Imagined. There 
was  literally  no  time  to  think  ot  possible 
consequences  —  the  house  was  being 
vacated  and  could  not  be  refused.  Living 
up  to  our  female  reputation  as  senti- 
mental creatures,  we  Intended  to  give 
our  community  some  historical 
stability. 

Two  feminist  groups,  The  Three  of 
Cups  coffeehouse  and  The  Other 
Woman  feminist  newspaper,  moved  In 
at  the  beginning  of  December  and  LOOT 
followed  in  February.  The  first  month's 
rent  for  LOOT  had  been  assured  by  a 
very  profitable  Idea  called  LotoLesblan. 
It  has  continued  to  be  the  only  lottery  In 
the  land  of  lotteries  to  really  be  put  to 
some  good  use. 

In  the  middle  of  January,  LOOTs  first 
newsletter  was  mailed  to  a  small  but 
rapidly  growing  mailing  list  as  more 
and  more  lesbians  came  out  through 
contact  with  the  energy  ot  a  new 
organization. 

With  winter  nearly  over,  this  energy 
almost  came  to  a  confused  halt  when 
we  discovered  the  real  price  we  had  paid 
for  the  Jarvis  Street  house  —  hydro 
oils,  gas  bills,  water  bills,  telephone 
bills,  repair  bills.  One  feminist  group 
moved  out  and,  then,  one  night  a  large 
group  sitting  round  the  kitchen  table 
had  to  admit  that  it  was  easier  lo  start 
something  than  to  keep  it  going.  It  was 
this  meeting,  with  some  dramatic  under- 
tones, which  determined  responsi- 
bilities within  the  house  and  set  it 
upright  on  Its  feet. 

LOOT  officially  announced  llself 
through  an  Open  House  In  March.  The 
statement  written  for  that  event 
describes  the  decisions  taken  up  to 
that  time  and  lists  three  groups  respon- 
sible for  counselling,  political  action 
and  the  newsletter. 

"LOOT  is  an  umbrella  organization  for 
lesbians.  It  serves  social,  recreational, 
personal,  cultural,  political  and 
educational  purposes  lor  the  women 
Involved.  Mostly,  It  simply  allows  a 
lesbian  to  meet  and  get  together  with 
other  lesbians  who  share  her  interests. 
All  lesbians  are  welcome.  To  help  make 
decisions  about  LOOT,  you  Just  have  to 
come  to  meetings." 

On  May  3rd.  the  counselling  collec- 
tive opened  for  business  with  a  publi- 
cized phone-line  and  drop-In  for  les- 
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Chris:  It's  hard  to  as*  people 
lost  coming  lo  LOOT  to  bo  public  when 
people  who  have  been  around  (or 
several  yean  are  not  II  is  a  real  bummer 
to  be  one  of  the  only  two  people  called 
upon  to  speak  as  a  lesbian. 
Pelra:  Sure  and  I  would  really  like  to  be 
number  three  LOOT  Is  not  going  to 
grow  If  there  are  not  more  women  who 
are  going  to  come  out  publicly-  The  only 
way  we  can  have  political  power  Is  If 
we  are  all  out  of  the  closet  and,  because 
of  our  very  oppression,  wearenotall 
out  of  the  closet  I  do  not  want  to  be  a 
public  lesbian.  That  Is  not  what  I  want 
,  tor  me  personally,  and  I  am  not  Inter- 
ested in  having  the  first  thing  somebody 
says  about  me  Is  that  I  am  a  lesbian. 


Judlih:  I  think  you  iust  decide  to  come 
out  and  lace  the  consequences.  I  realize 
that  I  am  scared,  that  my  reasons  are 
only  excuses.  It  I  came  out,  t  would  find 
thai  everything  would  still  be  all  right 
and  life  would  be  a  lot  better  But  I  know 
that  several  of  us  here  do  have  valid 
excuses  —  our  lobs  are  too  sensitive. 


Chris:  <  always  worry  abc 
stances  out  of  our  control.  I  think  there 
is  only  so  far  the  community  in  any  one 
city  can  go  fhaf  is  different  from  the 
community  all  over  the  place  Whatlsee 
happening  in  the  rest  of  the  country 
makes  me  really  nervous  When  we 
went  to  Ottawa  in  the  tall  of  1976,  we  ell 
voted  unanimously  lo  set  up  a  national 
lesbian  movement.  There  were  women 
in  that  room  from  Victoria  to  St  John  A 
couple  of  local  organizations  have 
gotten  started,  but  I  think  we  are  the 
only  ones  who  have  not  had  a  lot  ot 
difficulty.  What  I  don't  see  happening  Is 
a  network. 


Judlih:  fou  have  to  remember  that 
Toronto  is  a  big  city  and  we  have  a  better 
chance  ot  surviving  than  anybody  else 
by  the  size  and  nature  ot  our  city.  We 
should  be  two  or  three  times  ahead  of 
everyone  else  because  ot  the  lucky 
place  we  are. 

Del: '  would  like  to  see  LOOT  continue 
to  go  as  much  as  possible  In  tvro  direc- 
tions: one,  politically  against  the 
system  and,  two,  the  avenue  of 
feminism.  It  we  are  talking  about 
politics,  we  have  to  say  that  LOOT  has 
been  really  instrumental  In  beginning 
the  whole  debate  again. 


Hans  Before  this,  lesbians  had  had  two 
choices  open  to  them,  neither  of  which 
1  fulfilled  their  needs:  we  could  turn  to  a 
:  phone-line  belonging  toagay  organl- 
zatlon  where  Ihere  might  not  always  be 
a  woman  available,  or  we  could  phone  a 
women's  centre  where  there  might  not 
always  be  a  lesbian  available. 

"So  far  we  have  managed  to  survive 
financially  without  grants  or  government 
;  support.  We  rely  on  the  women's 
I  community  to  Keep  us  going."  At  the 
1  end  of  a  slow  summer,  things  started 
',  moving  again  with  Ihe  appearance  of 
,  the  Political  Committee  and  the  LOOT 
;  Calendar  for  fail  activities. 
I      Jarvls  Street  was  becoming  a  house 
I  (or  everyone,  lor  everywoman 
I  everywhere.  Its  location  on  a  major 
streel  In  downtown  Toronto  made  it 
!  easily  available  for  all  kinds  of  political 
,  meetings  and  cultural  activity.  And,  yes, 
1  there  was  even  the  odd  crazy  party  In 
1  honour  of  lesbians  born  under  certain 
(  astrological  signs 
i      "When  a  new  person  lo  the  house 
asked  why  so  many  women  who  had 
,  nothing  In  common  would  come  to  a 
I  Sunday  morning  brunch,  Ihere  was  only 
,  one  possible  answer  we  are  all 
|  lesbian." 

'      A  Sunday  afternoon  with  sunlight 
filtering  through  slalned  glass,  an 
audience  holds  Its  collective  breath  as  a 
[  violin  skillfully  captures  Bach.  Sounds 
I  more  like  the  ladles  auxiliary  of  my 
;  neighbourhood  church  than  brunch  with 
I  the  Toronto  lesbian  community.  But 
!  brunch  It  was  —  with  all  the  resonance 
and  feeling  of  belonging  of  a  childhood 
recollection  of  church.  It  Is  strange  to 
lhlnk  that  so  many  women's  need  are 
mel  under  this  roof.  "Someday  we  will 
,  plot  the  revolution  here.  Or  in  a  place 
j  very  much  like  this." 
|      The  Three  of  Cups  coffeehouse  on 
I  the  first  floor  has  created  an  Ideal 
'  situation  —so  many  new  faces  every 
j  time,  and  the  silent  musicians  who  have 
I  finally  found  a  voice.  Just  for  a  minute, 
picture  a  Saturday  night  party  at  your 
own  house  lllerally  packed  with  one 
hundred  lesbians  —  let  me  tell  you  the 
smoke  just  hangs  in  the  air  already 
1  heavy  with  laughter.  Through  the  spirit 
of  LOOT,  of  a  lesbian  community, 
political  lesbians  could  admit  toa 
I  musical  talent  and  musicians  found  the 
I  opportunity  to  give  a  political  reality  to 
,  their  music. 

I      LOOT  is  not,  of  course,  all  tea  and 
cakes.  Over  the  past  year.  It  has  become 
a  women's  space  and  thai  Is  important 
I  to  ail  of  those  who  use  It.  The  door  on 
'  Jarvis  Street  opens  onto  a  whole  new 
world  shaped  and  created  by  women.  A 
woman  walking  Into  the  Friday  night 
drop-in  encounters  a  wealth  of  oppor- 
tunity: everything  Irom  poetry  readings, 
massage  and  dance  workshops  to  how 
to  find  a  women's  co-op  house  or  soft- 


ball  team.  Women  Invariably  are 
attracted  lo  Ihe  social  activities  and  stay 
to  listen  to  meetings  or  catalogue  the 
library,  join  the  counselling  service  or 
openly  fight  back  by  attending  the 
current  demonstration. 

LOOT  has  provided  the  atmosphere  in 
which  Sappho  Sound  could  thrive  by 
producing  women's  concerts.  It  finds 
full  use  for  the  community  printing 
press  In  the  basement.  It  has  also 
enabled  lesbians  with  similar  interests 
to  form  their  own  support  groups  from 
lesbian  mothers  lo  coming-out  rap 
groups.  Through  the  constant  inter- 
action lhat  has  kept  Ihe  house  alive  in 
spirit,  LOOT  has  put  Itself  on  the  move- 
ment map  In  Toronto. 

The  autonomous  existence  ol  LOOT 
has  strengthened  Ihe  position  of  those 


lesbians  outside  of  Toronto  by  demon- 
strating that  unity  with  gay  men  Is  more 
atactic  dictated  by  circumstances  than 
an  entire  strategy.  The  llrst  year  of  this 
Toronto  experiment  in  lesbian 
autonomy  is  an  Isolated  example  of 
what  can  happen  in  a  big  Canadian  city. 
No,  Toronto  Is  not  Just  a  big 
city  —  never  that  simple.  It  Is  big 
money,  too,  with  all  Its  problems  and 
benefits.  But  what  LOOT  Is  doing, 
sometimes  by  trial  and  error,  will  be  a 
positive  force  for  other  lesbians  in  olher 
places  In  their  mixed  gay  groups. 

The  women  at  LOOT  have  found 
themselves  light-years  away  from  the 


Biyant  LOOT'ed 


In  bringing  up  the  subject  ot  Anita 
Biyant  with  the  LOOT  Task  Force,  I 
found  myself  becoming  a  wallflower 
in  the  middle  of  e  verbal  hurricane. 
No  other  topic  had  been  motive 
enough  to  unleash  such  emotion 
and  excitement,  particularly  at  this 
time  when  repression  has  been 
hitting  the  gay  movement. 

Chris:  We  tried  to  make  It  clear  last 
tjme  lo  the  women  in  the  world  that 
Anita  Bryant  was  not  lust  a  homo- 
phobic evangelical  but  part  of  the 
anti-feminist  forces  from  the  US.  We 
really  didn't  get  that  across.  What- 
ever the  media  deliberately  buries  is 
probably  most  Important.  Wecan't 
let  them  gat  away  with  that. 
Petra:  /  don '(  think  we  will  this  time. 
The  problem  with  Ignoring  Anita 
Bryant  Is  that  she  Is  a  madia  expert. 
This  Is  how  she  makes  her  living.  She 
has  been  doing  this  tor  a  long  time. 
Brenda:  is  It  really  worthwhile  putting 
alt  that  energy  Into  It?  She  achieved 
her  presence  In  Toronto  from  us.  We 
oYamatized  her  campaign.  She  would 
not  get  better  at  expressing  her  point 
of  view  It  she  did  not  have  an 
opposition  to  test  her. 
Judth:  'agree  with  Brenda.  She's 
coming  back  every  three  months  and 
we  will  be  spending  all  our  lime  fight- 
ing her.  By  Ignoring  her,  we  can  pay 
attention  to  other  needs  In  our 
community.  It  is  a  matter  ot 
priorities. 

Chris:  She's  coming  back  because 
she  got  such  a  warm  reception  in 
Toronto.  We  can  be  really  naive  In 
under-estimating  right-wing  people 
like  her.  A  lot  of  people  probably 
thought  that  about  Hitler  too,  and 
regret  it  to  this  day.  It  is  possible  to 
sustain  the  things  we  need  tor  our 
community  and  still  be  able  to 
respond  when  it  is  needed. 
Brenda:  During  her  first  trip  lo 
Toronto,  If  we  had  not  made  a  fuss, 
Ihere  would  have  been  a  lot  of 
articles  about  her  but  not  as  much. 


And  her  second  trip  would  have  had 
even  less.  But  now  she  will  gel  more 
the  second  trip  no  matter  what  we  do 
because  of  the  protests  on  the  first 
trip. 

Chris:  Any  woman  who  believes  that 
God  Is  telling  her  to  do  something  Is 
going  to  do  It  whether  there  are 
demonstrations  or  not. 

Brenda:  Chris  and  I  are  two  different 
poles.  Chris  says  that  she  has  a  con- 
science. She  has  reached  Ihe  stage 
where  she  Is  able  lo  have  a  con- 
science. I  don 't  feel  the  same  way  so 
does  that  mean  that  I  don't  have  a 
conscience? 

Chris:  Perhaps  your  conscience 
would  feel  terrible  it  the  LOOT  phone 
line  went  down  the  drain.  I  would  feel 
terrible  If  Anita  Bryant  got  away  with 
her  act. 

Rosemary:  We  may  end  up  working  in 
different  ways.  The  political  sub- 
stance Is  Important  but  it  that  is  what 
I  have  to  do  In  order  to  be  active,  I 
just  won't  be  able  to  generate  en- 
thusiasm. Brenda  and  I  should  be 
able  to  concentrate  on  the  drop-ins 
and  the  phone  line. 
Brenda:  We  should  all  be  able  to 
speak  openly  with  each  olher  so  that 
we  can  give  each  other  Information.  I 
have  got  to  the  stage  now  where  I 
don't  want  any  dealings  withmen 
and,  If  you  had  told  me  that  two  years 
ago,  I  would  have  disagreed.  Now  I 
feel  that  I  don't  have  to  give  men  any- 
thing, so  that  Is  one  step  up  the  big 
ladder.  When  I  go  to  meetings  like 
March  8th  Coalition  last  week,  I  get 
pretty  bloody  angry.  Another  couple 
of  those  meetings  is  going  lo  make 
me  a  fireball.  It  Is  only  a  matter  ol 
time.  But  It  we  are  going  to  beat  each 
other  over  the  head  in  order  to 
believe  something,  then  we  won't 
achieve  anything  because  lhat  is 
what  society  Is  doing  to  us  already. 


Kingston  Conference  of  May  1976,  at 
which  time  it  was  telt  necessary  to 
discuss  the  dilemma  ot  the  "not-so- 
Invlslble"  woman  In  the  gay  movement. 
They  now  see  themselves  more  and 
more  able  to  refer  lo  Ihe  gay  mate 
movement  as  a  separate  enllty  without 
needing  to  sever  their  entire  con- 
nection. They  have  power  in  their 
own  right  —  a  collective  power  and 
anew  solidarity. 

As  a  result,  the  gay  movement  has 
been  forced  to  take  far  more  responsi- 
bility for  their  actions  towards  lesbians. 
Last  year,  it  was  the  question  of  equal 
representation  In  the  National  Gay 
Righls  Coalition  but,  In  1976.  at  the 
Toronto  NGRC  conference,  lesbians 
who  attended  Ihe  last  session  saw  a  re- 
luctance on  the  part  ot  gay  men  to  take 
up  lesbian  Issues  or  women's  Issues  at 
all.  At  the  time.  It  had  been  said  that 
nothing  could  be  done  until  lesbians 
themselves  had  given  the 
direction  —  which  Is  another  way  of 
saying  that  gay  men  would  wait  and  wait 
and  wait. 

Since  then,  things  have  not  been  all 
bread  and  roses  for  LOOT  Every  small 
step  has  been  a  struggle  In  a  political 
sense.  There  Is  a  thin  line  between  the 
Ingrown  nature  of  lis  social  committees 
and  Its  public  image  of  politics  In  the 
street.  Maintaining  this  balance  has 
often  meant  neglecting  any  consistent 
ties  with  a  national  network.  All  of  the 
lesbian  groups  in  Canada  which  have 
surfaced  since  1976  are  going  through 
this  continual  Juggling  act.  Visibility  is 
the  key  word.  This  development  takes 
up  a  lot  of  time  and  energy;  one  day  we 
will  be  crying  for  another  national  con- 
ference lo  get  us  out  of  our  regionalism. 

Now,  this  spring,  I  feel  like  a  lesbian 
more  than  1  ever  did  before  because 
there  Is  a  group  which  offers  me  a  sense 
of  belonging,  a  (BSbian  spirit.  My  own 
Involvement  wllh  LOOT  and  Its  up-and- 
down  growth  freed  me  from  any  guilt  for 
taking  on  two  identities  —  that  of 
lesbian  and  woman. 


Judith:  Ultimately,  lesbian  politics  in- 
cludes more  than  gay  male  politics.  A 
lot  of  men  want  things  that  lesbians 
would  consider  only  an  interim 
measure.  In  other  words,  they  want  civil 
righls.  That's  fine,  I  wouldn't  mind  civil 
rights  either,  but  I  want  to  create  a  new 
society. 

Chns.  Tor  too  long,  I  have  seen  lesbian 
energy  sustain  the  women's  movement 
and  not  any  corresponding  energy  sus- 
taining lesbians.  I  am  nol  prepared  to  do 
that  any  more.  I  also  become  extremely 
frustrated  when  I  see  women  coming 
out  and  going  into  a  slightly  larger 
closet  which  Is  the  women's  movement. 
They  don't  have  lo  address  themselves 
to  a  whole  olher  aspect  of  their  lives. 
Judith:  And,  really,  ii  is  a  cop-out. 
Because  lesbianism  is  the  last  stage  of 
feminism,,,  (laughter).  I  Ihink  that  Is  Irue. 
If  you  act  politically  as  a  lesbian, 
instead  of  as  a  feminist,  you  are  Ihe 
ultimate  person. 
Petra;  No,  I  would  say  it  dif- 
ferently. Instead  of  Ihe 
ultimate  politic  il  level,  you 
are  just  being  ,ourself. 
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"I  was  fifteen,  she  was  forty-three..." 

A  feminist  looks  at  the  place  of  female  child-adult  relations 
in  the  politics  of  the  lesbian  movement. 


Donna  lives  In  a  small  lown  in 
staunch  Presbyterian  Ontario 
where  everyone  knows  everyone 
else,  and  where  "it's  difficult  to  be  un- 
conventional and  almost  impossible  to 
be  lesbian."  Sharon  was  a  teacher  at  her 
public  school.  "She  first  taught  me  Sixth 
grade.  I  guess  I  was  attracted  to  her 
then  —  though  I  didn't  think  of  it  In 
sexual  terms.  But  then  I  dldn'l  think  of 
anything  in  sexual  terms  at  the  lime." 
Sharon  was  a  married  woman  —  her 
husband  was  also  a  teacher  —  and  she 
had  two  children.  At  the  lime,  she  was 
more  than  Iwlce  Donna's  age. 

The  first  woman  Oonna  was  actually 
Involved  with,  however,  was  Jean.  "I 
worked  away  from  home  the  summer  I 
was  fourteen.  I  met  Jean  and  was  really 
Impressed  by  her.  But  It's  hard  to 
Imagine  going  to  bed  wilh  a  school 
friend's  mother.  It  was  the  next  summer 
before  I  actually  had  the  nerve  to  do  It. 
I  was  fifteen  —  she  was  forty-three.  She 
was  a  beautiful  woman,  but  our  relation- 
ship was  fraught  with  contradictions,  I 
wanted  It  and  initialed  It,  but  I  also  felt 
guilty  and  fearful;  I  knew  Jean's  life  as  a 
forty-three-y ear-old  wife  and  mother  of 
seven  children  was  complicated  enough 
without  the  added  burden  of  a  lesbian 
relationship  with  a  fifteen-year-old  kid." 
Meanwhile,  Oonna  had  maintained  a 
regular  correspondence  wilh  Sharon. 
"It  seems  quite  strange,  looking  back  on 
II,  the  way  we  cultivated  our  friendship. 
Real  child-adult  friendships  are  prob- 
ably quite  rare.  We  wrote  letters  even 
though  we  only  lived  a  few  miles  apart; 
that  made  it  seem  a  bit  furtive,  too.  I 
guess  we  had  to  be  content  wijh  melo- 
drama when  we  had  so  few  opportuni- 
ties to  see  each  other  and  when  (here 
were  no  acceptable  forms  for 
expressing  what  we  felt  for  each  other. 
That  Is,  until  I  came  out  tor  the  first 

|       By  the  following  summer,  Sharon  and 
I  Donna  had  been  able  to  contrive  some 
!  way  of  spending  time  together.  "I  had 
jusl  turned  sixteen  when  I  told  her  about 
Jean  and  me.  In  retrospect,  my  'big  con- 
fession' seems  sort  of  unreal.  We  had 
been  out  canoeing  and  had  gone  ashore 
on  a  small  Island  It  sound's  very  roman- 
tic, doesn't  It?  I  was  a  regular  little  con- 
spirator. Only  It  didn't  tum  out  exactly 
the  way  I'd  planned.  1  was  more  or  less 
saying  lo  Sharon  'Alright,  if  you  feel  the 
same  way  about  me  as  I  feel  about  you, 
don't  be  afraid.  You  aren't  leading  me 
astray.  You  aren't  taking  me  anywhere  I 
haven't  already  been.'  Her  reaction 
seemed  mostly  to  be  shock.  I  guess  I 
wasn't  the  most  tactful  sixteen-year- 
old." 

But  Donna's  "coming  out"  about  her 
relationship  with  Jean  eventually  did 
have  the  desired  effect.  "Sharon  later 
told  me  that  she  lelt  strongly,  almost 
magnetically  drawn  lo  me  tor  those  few 
minutes  on  Ihe  Island  and  thai  her  own 
responses  were  what  really  shocked 
her.  Ours  was  her  first  lesbian  relation^ 
ship  and  seemed,  for  her,  to  carry  all  the 
significance  ol  a  first  exploration  of  her 
sexual  identity." 

"But  again,  I  felt  guilty.  Partly 
because  of  society's  condemnation, 
should  the  nature  of  our  relationship 
ever  become  known.  But  more  because, 
although  Sharon's  sexual  orientation  is 
to  other  women,  she  has  chosen  to  live 
a  heterosexual  lifestyle.  And  I  was  a 
threal  to  her  family  —  her  security. 
Again,  1  wondered  If  maybe  I  wasn't 
taking  more  from  her  In  emotional 
support  and  understanding  than  I  could 
return." 


While  relationships  Detween  young 
lesbians  and  women  much  older  than 
|  themselves  are  not  uncommon,  the 
I  extent  to  which  Donna  and  her  lovers 
I  survived  perhaps  Is,  Donna  lold  me 


about  another  woman.  Kelly,  from  Ihe 
same  small  lown,  who  was  not  so  lucky. 
"When  she  was  twenty-one,  Kelly  was 
Involved  with  a  young  woman  of 
fourteen  The  pressures  brought  lo  bear 
on  their  relationship  moved  them  to 
foolhardy  action:  they  ran  away  to- 
gether The  young  woman's  family  had       ' 
ihem  caught  and  returned.  Life  became      i 
even  less  bearable  lor  Ihem  under  the 
Increased  scrutiny,  so  they  tried  and 
failed  again  For  her  second  attempt  at       ; 
'abduction'  Kelly  was  threatened  with 
prosecution.  Her  last  desperate  escape     , 
attempt  was  suicide.  It  proved  more 
successful  than  the  others."  Donna  has     | 
no  doubt  that  there  are  more  casual  ties 
than  we  will  ever  know. 

Donna's  feelings  and  experiences  are     I 
not  unique.  But  there  are  many  lesbians     ' 
who  choose  to  overlook  them,  who  lend 
lo  view  such  relationships  wilh  Ihe 
same  hostility  that  the  straight  world 
applies  to  all  lesbian  and  gay  relation-        ' 
ships.  Some  of  us  are  tempted  to  view 
child-adult  Interactions  as  "a  problem," 
the  way  Ihe  psychiatric  professions 
traditionally  view  homosexuality. 
Some  of  us  use  it  as  "an  issue"  with 
which  lo  score  political  points  against 

Laws  such  as  the  "age  of  consent" 
and  "statutory  rape"  provisions  of  Ihe 
Criminal  Code,  which  attempt  to  reg- 
ulate the  sexual  behaviour  of  youth  and 
children  under  the  pretense  of  protect- 
ing them,  may  have  disastrous  con- 
sequences for  non-coercive  adults  such 
as  Kelly,  or  even  Sharon  and  Jean.  But 
their  most  frequent  victims  are  Ihe  chil- 
dren Ihemselves.  and  especially  female 
children.  Jusl  as  rape  laws  historically 
view  a  woman  not  as  a  human  being  in 
her  own  right,  but  as  the  potentially 
"violated"  property  of  a  man  (husband 
or  father),  so  children  are  viewed  as 
their  parents'  possessions.  Children, 
especially  young  women,  who  explore 
their  sexuality  are  deviating  from  the 
pre-ordained  path  of  Iheir  socialization 
which  allows  for  sexual  activity  only 
after  Ihe  age  of  eighteen  and  even  then, 
ideally,  only  wllhln  the  bounds  of  "holy 
matrimony."  They  are  forming  meaning- 
ful relationships  oulside  Ihe  confines  of 
biological  definitions  and  are  stepping 
outside  the  bounds  of  parental  author- 
ity. If  a  young  woman  rejects  not  only 
!  parental  authority  and  anti-sexual 

attitudes  but  compulsory  helerosex- 
I  ualltyaswell, shemay bethricecon- 

demned. 
1      For  any  and  all  of  these  "crimes" 
!  many  a  young  lesbian  has  seen  Ihe 
:  insides  of  reformatories  and  olher 
"correctional"  institutions.  The  most 
common  use  of  age  of  consent  and 
statutory  rape  laws  Is  thus  to  assert 
control  over  "uncontrollable"  and  "in- 
corrigible" "girls,"  No  one  protects 
these  women  from  the  cops,  the  courts, 
the  Children's  Aid  Society,  the  parole 
officers  or  their  parents.  Above  all,  their 
parents;  less  than  a  year  ago  this 
column  contained  an  account  of  a  high 
school  lesbian  whose  parents  (both 
teachers,  one  a  guidance  counsellor) 
threatened  her  with  aversion  therapy  il 
she  refused  to  break  off  wilh  her  lover. 

It  Is  certainly  true  that  children  are 
subjected  to  the  power  of  adults:  daugh- 
ters to  their  lather's  sexual  advances; 
both  sons  and  daughters  to  the  physical 
and  economic  power  of  either  parent; 
and  all  children  to  the  social,  cultural, 
and  legal  power  of  institutions 
like  schools  and  courts.  Yes,  an  older 
lover  might  exercise  some  of  those 
powers  loo,  though  perhaps  wilh  less 
Intent,  and  surely  with  less  social 
authorization.  The  point  is  that  the  laws 
as  Ihey  stand  do  not,  and  were  never 
intended  to,  protect  children.  They  were 
and  are  a  means  of  control  thai  backs 
up  the  more  Insidious,  less  formal  con- 


trols of  the  family  structure  and  social- 
ization. 

One  possible  consequence  of 
statements  by  some  participants  in  the 
child-adult  relationships  discussion  Is  a 
backing  away  Irom  support  for  Ihe  gay 
movement's  demand  for  abolition  of  age 
of  consent  laws.  Those  who  argue  only 
in  favour  of  uniform  age  of  consent  laws 
(straight  relationships  are  now  legal  at 
18;  gay  people  have  to  wait  until  21) 
would  be,  in  many  Instances,  upholding 
the  Illegality  of  Donna's  or  Kelly's 
relationships.  I  can  remember  after 
leaving  home  —  years  before  II  was  le- 
gally permissible  In  Alberta  —  seeking 
out  the  advice  of  a  radical  lawyer  only  to 
have  my  worst  fears  confirmed:  even  as 
a  certified  coherent,  self-educated,  gain- 
fully employed  human  being  I  was 
almost  entirely  without  rights,  especi- 
ally In  matters  sexual  I  couidn'l  get  Into 
bed  with  a  lover  without  hearing  heavy 
boots  on  the  stairs. 

There  may  be  femlnlsls  and  lesbians 
who,  because  of  their  experiences  with 
mate  power,  suspect  that  child-adult 
relationships  have  more  serious  con- 
sequences tor  male  children.  As  a 
feminist  I  have  to  remind  any  woman 
with  those  hesitations  lhat  male 
children,  unlike  their  sisters,  are  the 
Inheritors  of  male  privilege.  They  will 
out-grow  the  oppression  they 
experience  as  children.  Most  of  us  do 
not  have  sufficient  experience  wilh  Ihe 
development  of  male  sexuality  to  pass  a 
harsher  Judgement  on  relationships 
1  between  boys  and  men  than  on  relation- 
ships between  girls  and  women.  Only  an 
honest  evaluation  of  our  experiences  as 
children  will  help  us  In  our  attempts  to 
I  understand  children's  sexuality. 
My  first  Intimate  relationship  was 
with  an  eight-year-old  girl,  when  I  was 
Ihe  same  age.  One  occasion  In  particular 
was  fun,  thoroughly  sexual  and  ultim- 
ately a  disaster.  Naive  {even  for  eight- 
year-olds),  we  were  oblivious  to  our 
surroundings  and  the  consequences  of 
our  joy  until  it  was  too  late  and  we  were 
caughl.  The  mosl  profound  thing  I 
learned  from  that  experience  had  lillle 
lo  do  with  sexuality  and  a  lol  lo  do  with 
laboos.  guilt,  and  parenlal  hysteria  and 
power.  The  experiences  of  boys  and 
young  men  are,  I'm  sure,  not  much 
different.  Some  of  them  may  be  braver, 
more  aggressive  and  self-assured  In 
relating  sexually  and  in  resisting  adults, 
which  may  account  for  their  greater 
willingness  to  enter  inlo  child-adult 
relationships  at  a  younger  age.  But  guilt 
feelings  are  still  ingrained,  more  often 
by  parental  and  social  reaction  than  by 
the  relationship  Itself. 

We  musl  remind  ourselves,  those  of 
us  who  began  at  an  early  age  to 
question  and  to  rebel  against  our  social- 
ization that  while  fourteen- or  fifteen- 
year-old  women  seem  just  lhat  — 
young  women   —  to  us,  this  Isn't 
necessarily  the  view  of  Ihe  dominant 
culture  that  we  live  In.  For  Ihe  straight 
world  out  there  a  fourteen-,  fifteen-  or 
six  teen -year-old  isachildforwhomany 
kind  of  sexual  expression  is  sinful,  sick 
or  criminal  whether  it  Is  gay  or  straight, 
with  an  adult  or  a  peer.  To  the  great 
"them"  oul  there,  a  II f teen-year-old 
"girl"  Involved  wilh  a  teacher  or  a  camp 
counsellor  is  a  child  In  the  grasp  of  dis- 
gusting corruption,  no  matter  how 
mutual  or  loving  Ihe  relationship.  This 
perverse  attitude  says  thai  sex  is  pri- 
marily reproductive  and  thai  Ihe  law  has 
the  right  to  interfere  with  ihis  aspect  of 
our  lives,  whether  it  Is  to  deny  women 
control  over  their  bodies,  to  give  preler- 
entlal  treatment  to  "legalized"  relation- 
ships, or  to  outlaw  lesbian  or  gay  sex- 
uality altogether.  Any  vestige  ol  these 
attitudes  has  no  place  In  either  Ihe  gay 
oriesbia/i  movements. 

by  Chris  B*a  re  hell  _ 
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OUR  IMAGE 


Flowers 
Salome 

Lindsay  Kemp  and  Company 
Toronto  Workshop  Productions 
From  March  28, 1978 
Undsay  Kemp  Is  an  Event.Theres  no 

other  way  todescrlbe  him  What  he  does, 
nobody  else  does.  Kemp  describes  his 
own  workasamlxtureof  circus,  Folles 
Serge  res,  and  rock  concert,  bu!  such  a 
descriptloncouldalsoapply  —  afbelton    i 
a  grander,  hockey-stadium  scale  —  to        | 
Maurice  Bejart's  BalletduXXeSlecle. 
What  distinguishes  Kemp  from  Bejart  is 
hlsspecial  capacity  (or  silliness.  And 
Bejart,  while  also  showing  off  beautiful 
male  bodies  In  a  celebratory  way,  Is 
al  ways  apologizing  (or  It,  seeking  to  jus- 
tify it  wilh  metaphysical  or  mysllcal  argu- 
ments. Kemp  needs  no  such  arguments: 
(he  bodies  are  there  and  thelrbeauty, 
Iheir  exoticism,  is  meaning  enough  — 
and  more. 

Tolook  at  the  Event  and  see  only  mime 
or  dance  is  to  miss  f  he  point  ol  It.  It 's  not 
traditional  mime  anyway;  Kemp  Is  no  Bip 
What  Ms  Divine  and  Salome  more  closely 
resemble  are  the  dim  recollections  of  a 
lading,  slightly  mad  ballerina. This 
resemblance  Is  rendered  especially 
acute  in  F lowers  when  Kempas  Divine 
dances  the  mad  scene  from  Giselle 
complete  wllh  ihe  he-loves-me-he-ioves- 
me-not  flower  reference.  In  spiteot  the 
quotes,  the  dancing  Is  nomore 
traditional  lhan  the  mime;  it  balances 
precariously  on  the  edge  of  spoof,  but 
ifsmorethan  spool  of  Iradltlonal 
dancing, too.  What  they  bring  to  the 
dancing,  or  rather  brought  out  of  II,  Is 
the  aptness  of  each  dance  In  defining  a 
particular  character.  The  ballet  quote, 
for  example,  Is  a  paraphrase  thai  cap- 
tures Ihe  essential  illusory  and  self- 
dramatizing  nature  of  Divine's  fantasies. 
Thecompany  Is  never  detached  from 
whal  Ihey  dance  nor  critical  of  It,  as 
dance  parodists  usually  are.  All  the 
dancing  has  a  theatrical  purpose. 

And  that's  realty  what  Kempand  com- 
pany are  offering:  not  dance,  not  mime, 
not  even  theatre  In  Its  traditional  clothes, 
but  theatricality  The  Event  Isan  experi- 
ment In  —  no,  a  treatise  on  —  theatri- 
cality 

Flowers  is  based  on  Jean  Genet's 
novel,  Our  Lady  of  Ihe  Flowers,  but  It 
doesn't  adhere  rigidly  to  the  structure  of 
the  book,  thereby  capturing  the  essence 
of  the  original  better  lhan  a  faithful  aca- 
demic rendering  would  have  done.  (In  the 
same  way,  Anthony  Tudor*s  highly  Im- 
pressionistic flomeo  and  Juliet  Is  more 
faithful  tothe  spirit  of  Shakespeare  than 
JohnCranko'sscene-by-scenecnoreo- 
graphic  account  ol  the  play.)  Kemp  has 
understood  and  fully  realized  Genet's 
basic  concerns  and  particularly  the 
almost  mysllcal  relationship  between 
criminal  and  saint  that  Genet  has  always 
explored;  and  he  has  realized  even  more 
vividly  than  Genet's  feverish  prose  the 
especial  salntllness  of  the  beautiful  male 
criminal. 

Where  Kemp  really  strikes  home  In 
Rowers,  where  his  theatricality  works 
like  a  branding  iron  on  the  mind's  eye.  is 
In  the  homoerotlcismol  the  Imagery, 
Five  men  masturbating  In  separate, 
white-lit  cells;  a  beautiful  young  man  In 
scarlet  cardinal's  robes  being  stripped 
naked  and  carried  aloft  by  a  rough, 
muscular  man  in  black  pants  like  some 
trophy  ol  sexual  battle,  two  pretty  sailors 
In  tight  while  bells  touching  one  another 
on  the  thigh  as  Ihey  watch  Mimosa  and 
theother  drag  queens  preen  and  bicker  in 
a  seedy  cafe;  and  especially  a  lustrous 
Angel  Gabriel  (played  by  the  stunning 
David  Haughlon),  nude  except  forasilver 
jockstrap  and  large  silver  wings, 
accepting  a  lit  cigarette  between  his  hea- 
i  venly,  ripe  lips  —  it'slmageslikethese 
that  make  F'owerstheorlglnal  work  it  Is 
and  not  the  way  Kemp  has  allronted  vari- 
ous theatrical  genres.  The  very  nature  of 
these  images  (of  any  image  created  in  a 
theatrical  context,  unless  preserved  on 
tiimj  is  evanescent,  and  yet  their  bold- 
ness, Iheiroutrageousness  make  them 
irradicable. 

The  images  In  Salome  are  not  nearly  as 
richorplentilul,  in  large  part  because 
Oscar  Wilde's  text  which  serves  as  the 
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basis  ol  the  production  keeps  Kemp's 
Imagination  In  check  rather  than  goading 
it  on  as  Genet's  Our  Lady  does.  Wilde's 
play  Is  basically  a  conversation  piece  and 
has  little  Innate  theatricality.  In  Its  place 
are  beautifully-turned  speeches  spilling 
out  glorious  purple  metaphors  and 
similes,  but  these  only  Impede  theatrical 
momentum.  Fighting  against  the  static 
,  qualltyoftheverballmagery.Kemp 

unleashesafull  scaleassaullonoursen- 
'  ses:lnoenserslrobes,alivepython, 
1  Winer's  Llebeslod.  Buttheplay 
refuses  to  budge;  and  Kemp's  theatrical- 
ity which  grew  organically  oul  of  his  res- 
|  ponsetoGenetseemspastedonhere. 
Sometimeslwlshed  that  Kempand 
companyhadlaken  fewer  liberties  wilh 
'  the  play  so  that  we  might  have 
i  experienced  the  peculiar  power  of 
1  Wilde'slanguagewlthoutsomanydls- 
tractions,  bul  mostly  1  wished  that  Ihey 
had  taken  acouple  of  lines,  consigned 
\  therestlomoroccobindlng.andhad 
I  themselvesanotherorgy. 
I       Whal  gives  the  Sa/om£event  the  force 
I  it  has  — and  Its  force  is 

indisputable  —  aretheeccentric. 
<   likeable  performances  ol  Anton  Dolin 
I  (iheremarkableAntonDolin)asHerod 
I  andThelncredibleOrlandoasHerodlas, 
hisshrewlshwlle.  Salome  herself  is 
impersonated  by  Kemp.  In  our  first 
glimpse  of  her  In  her  feathered 
headdress  and  sequlned  gown,  she  has 
just  the  right  amount  ol  dignity, 
!  authority,  and  willfulness  tomakehera 
'  highly  credible  princess,  and  her  south. 
ern  belle  accent,  when  several  moments 
1   later  she  speaks,  is  precisely  the  right 

accent  to  bring  the  spoiled  thing  to  com- 
'   pletion.  While  Kemp  conlines  himself  lo 
portraying  this  cross  between  Melanle 
Hamilton  and  the  Dragon  Empress,  he 
i   holdsusinhispalmashlsDivinedld. 
When  he  must  turn  himself  inloa 
sexually-supercharged  vixen  in  the 
Danceof  the  Veils,  then  the  portrait  falls 
apart;  it's  the  fey,  finger-flickering  Divine 
we  see  dancing  and  not  Ihe  devastating 
Salome.  Certainly  no  lecherous  old  man 
would  plead  so  passionately  for  such  a 
maiden-shy  dance  as  Ihts  to  appease  his 
1  hunger  —  unless,  pardonme.lhatlsthe 
I  joke. 

While  Dolin  and  The  Incredible 
Orlando  triumph  in  their  roles,  the  rest  of 
the  cast  —  five  nearly  nude,  voluptuous 


young  men  (Including  Toronlo  dancer 
Robert  Desrosl  ers)  and  one  young 
woman  named  Annie  Huckle  dressed  In  a 
costume  that  looks  like  plant  tendrils  — 
provide  splendid  atmospheric  support. 
And  David  Haughton  in  the  roleof  Jokan- 
aan,  the  Prophet,  did  what  no  one  or 
nothing  else  managed  to  do.  Standing 
clothed  only  In  a  pink-feathered  G-3trlng, 
hismouth  scarlet  and  sequlned.  his  body 
powdered  while,  he  presented  an  exotic, 
extravagant  Image  that  made  Wilde's 
languageseempalebesldehlm.lt 
Haughton  had  wanted  to  reel  le  the  whole 
play  himself  just  as  he  was,  self- 
righteous  —  wearing  hlschalnsllke 
lewellery  —  sensuous,  I,  forone,  would 
not  have  minded.  Nor,  I  think,  would  the 
author  of  the  original  Salome.  He  was.  In 
fact,  as  the  subtitle  clalmsof  the  show, 
"ASpectacleforOscar  Wilde." 

by  Graham  Jackson  [J 

Oscar  Remembered 

Maxim  Mazumdar 
Toronto  Free  Theatre 


Theone-wo/manshowlsnottoevery 
theatre-goer's  taste.  I  suspect  the  reason 
tor  this  lies  in  the  genre's  special  depen- 
dence on  words,  ils  lack  ol  what  Is  called 
thealricality.lt  is  an  Intellectual  —  and 
tosomelhislsdry  —  theatre. 
Fortunately  for  Maxim  Mazumdar,  the 
subject ,  or  rather  subject-object,  of  his 
one-man  show,  Oscar  Remembered,  Isa 
pre-eminently  theatrical  character,  a  man 
of  infinite  style  and  Impeccable  timing. 
He  Is  of  cou  rse,  Oscar  Wl  Ide. 
I       But  it  Is  not  Wilde  Mazumdar 

impersonates.  The  mask  he  dons  Is  that 
I  of  Lord  Alfred  Douglas,  Wilde's  beloved 

Bosie.  Through  letters,  phone 
|   conversations,  poetry  (both  Wilde's  and 
,  hlsownJ.andanecdotesaboutWIIde, 

this  Bosie  paints  us  a  vivid  portrait  of  the 
I  great  man  of  belles-lettres.  It  IsOscar  de- 
I  fleeted,  true,  but  an  Oscar  amazingly 
alive  all  thesame;  when  Mazumdar  ad- 
dresses the  red  plush  arm-chair  —  an 
'  Island  invincible  In  Its  lilac  light,  agreen 
,    carnation  resting  on  itsarm  —  wecan 
I  almostsmellhlmlnfact  Mazumdarhas 
been  asked  many  limes  why  hedidn't 
impersonataWilde  himself.  The  answer 
lo  that  one  —  age  (actor,  aside  —  Is 
obvious;  it'scontained  in  Bosie's  des- 


cription of  Wilde's  personal  magnetism; 
"It's  like  trying  to  convey  Inequalities  of 
a  real  ly  great  actor,  You  can  record  a 
man's  most  brilliant  remarks  and  say,  'He 
wasa  marvellous  conversationalist.' But 
you  can't  really  show  hlmas  he  was  It's 
all  down  on  the  passing  moment,  spon- 
taneous, lleetlng,  not  tobe  set  down  In 

J        What  is  especially  interesting  about 
Mazumdar'sportraltof  Wilde  l3the  em- 
phasis given  to  Wilde's  relationship  with 
Douglas.  History  has  been  fairly  lenient 
|  withtheboyotwhomWIIdewrote: 
!  "Your  slim  gilt  soul  walks  between 
1  passlonandpoetry."lnOscar 
I  Remembered,  however, Mazumdarlays 
I  bare  this  myth  of  the  Innocent  youth, 
!    giving  us  a  Bosie  by  turns  gentle  and 
hysterical,  alfectlonateand  cruel,  gener- 
ous and  insanely  jealous.  He  Isan 
Innocent  who  files  Inloa  blind  rage  on 
discovering  lhat  Wilde  has  dedicated  his 
Salome  to  "mon  ami,  Pierre  Louys" 
(author  ol  Les  Chansonsde  Bllltls)  and 
consigns  Wilde's  works,  Including  the 
now  "hideous"  play,  to  the  waste  basket, 
denouncing  him  whom  he  had  previously 
called  his  "saviour"  as  "Oscariot... the  fat 
lordofhypocriles."  This  Isa  Bosie  who, 
through  a  deep  antipathy  tor  his  father, 
the  notorious  Marquess  ot  Queensben-y 
(an  antipathy  based  on  Bosie's 
recognition  of  similar  trails  in  his  own 
character),  goads  Wilde  Into  taking  the 
Marquess  to  court  lor  having  publicly  la- 
belled Wlldea  "sodomite,"  thus 
beginning  Ihe  bout  of  trials  that  ended  In 
Wilde's  imprisonment.  This  Isa  Bosie 
who  Ignores  the  broken  man  In  jail,  who 
rejects  the  solemnity  ol  de  Protundls  as 
false  to  his  memory  olWIIdeasaman 
whocouldmakeeveryoneteel"gayand 
carefree,"  who  prefers  to  remain  In  some     g 
precious  hollowed-out  niche  In  thepast 
where  he  won't  have  to  accept 
responsibilities. 

Onedoesn'tflndMazumdar's 
pathetlc-sympalhetlc  Bosie  tooof ten  In 
histories  ol  Wilde's  career.  This  Bosie 
makes  Oscar's  love  —  his  enormous 
capacity  for  love,  that  Is  —  and  his 
aggressive /o/edeWwe  standout  in 
even  greater  relief .  And  yet  he's  not  a 
one-dlmenslonal  creation.  Oscar 
Remembered  brings  the  high-strung, 
viper  ish  Bosie  toa  painful  moment  of  re- 
alization. Reflecting  on  Wilde's  death, 
Bosie  recites  "The  Ballad  of  Reading 
Gaol"  as  an  Illustration  of  Oscar's 
extreme  empathy  for  a  f  el  low  prisoner 
about  to  hang  and  In  the  first  refrain  of 
"All  men  kill  the  thing  they  love,"  he  Is 
slunned  Into  an  awareness  of  Its  applic- 
ability to  his  own  like-lt-or-not  role  in 
Wilde's  ruin  and  probably  to  Wilde's  own 
ambivalent  leellngs  about  t  heir  relation- 
ship (which  until  Boslesaw  ihe  complete 
De  Protundls,  he  could  only  have 
suspected). 

Oscar  Remembered  Is  an  hypnotic 
piece  of  theatre.  Wordy,  yes,  but 
hypnotic.  Maxim  Mazumdar  could  have 
relied  on  a  more  familiar  approach  to 
Wilde,  on  the  bons  mots  and  the 
epigrams,  If  he  had  wanted  an  easy 
success.  As  Is  evident  from  Ihe  Intensity 
of  his  performance,  however,  Mazumdar 
Isnot  seeking  easy  success,  Heis  trying 
to  make  a  legend  flesh  again  —  at  one 
remove,  too!  And  that  he  accomplishes 
this  as  nearly  as  he  does  is  testimony  to 
his  powers  as  priest  and/or  magician. 

How  timely,  too,  this  archetypal  tale  ot 
innocence  "perverted"  or  "converted." 

How  timely  and  poignant  Wilde's 
defense  of  "the  love  that  dared  not  speak 
its  name":  "It  Is  that  deep  spiritual  affec- 
tion that  is  as  pure  as  it  Is  perfect.  It  dic- 
tates and  pervades  great  worksol  art  like 
thoseof  Shakespeare  and 
Michelangelo...lt  lsbeautllul.it  is  fine,  It 
is  the  noblest  form  ol  alfectlon.  There  Is 
nothing  unnatural  about  It.  It  Is 
intellectual  and  It  repeatedly  exists 
between  an  elder  man  and  a  younger 
man,  when  the  elder  man  has  Intellect 
and  the  y  ou  nger  man  has  al  I  the  Joy, 
hope,  and  glamourof  life  before  him. 
Tnat  It  should  be  so  the  world  does  not 
understand.  The  world  mocksat  It.  and 
sometimes  puts  one  Inapllloryforlt." 

TohearMazumdar'sBoslerepeal 
these  words,  all  pride  and  excitement,  is 
tofeel  grateful,  glad. 

by  Graham  Jackson  D 
The  t ex  t  ot  Oscar  Remembered  Is 
available  from  Personal  Library,  US 
MarteeAve.,  Suite  1607,  Toronto,  or  from 
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Orgasms  of  Light: 

The  Gay  Sunshine  Anthology 

Winston  Leyland(ed) 

Gay  Sunshine  Press,  1977,  $7.25 

The  Dead  Slave 

and  other  poems  of  Martial 
Kenneth  Hopkins 
Catalyst  Press.  1977,  $2.00 

Uranian  Roses 

Tom  Meyer 

Catalyst  Press,  1977,  $3.95 

The  message  of  this  coilectlonof  books 
is  thai  pedophiha  Is  alive  and  well  and 
has  been  living  since  ancient  Greece. 
Winston  Leyland.lheedllorolOrg-asms 
ot  Light,  sets  Ihe  tone  with  his  transla- 
lions  from  T/ieGreeMflf/Jo'ooy,  transla- 
tions that  only  now,  some  18centuries 
after  I  he  event,  hit  the  English  light  ol 
day. 

Leyland  gives  us  translations.  In 
Uranian  Roses  Tom  Meyerglvesus(says 
his  lover-introducer  Jonathan  Williams) 
"imitations,  culllngs,  reworkings,  and 
take-offs"  on  St rato's  originals.  Like 
much  of  Meyer's  work,  the  wit  Is  for  the 
carelu  I  ear  and  eye  of  the  attentive 
reader.  There's  something  morefor  the 
reader  who  knows  that  "Dorian"  is  both 
the  ancient  Greek  musical  mode  appro- 
priate to  soldlersanda  name  in  Wilde,  in 
the  little  verse: 


Dorian,  my  boy. 

each  melody's 
got  its  retrain. 

But  one  needs  nofootnoles  for 

More  passions 

&  less  fashion, 

my  dear. 

This  handsomely  printed  little  book 
wittily  hides  Itself  in  a  yellow  cover  to 
remind  us  lhat  the  Yellow  Book  days  of 
the  late  19th  century,  the  days  of  Wilde 
and  Davidson,  are  very  much  the  filler 
through  which  we  see  Greek  love.  What 
Is  good  about  this  Is  lhat  It  draws  our  at- 
tention, as  does  Kenneth  Hopkins's  col- 
lection of  epigrams  by  Martial,  The  Dead 
Slave,  to  our  literary  ancestry  long- 
denied.  It  Is  surprising  enough  that  these 
poems  have  never  before  been  trans- 
lated; It  Is  even  mere  surprising  that  the 
translations  are  good  enough  lo  merit 
oomparlsonwllh  the  work  ol  Ben  Jonson 
or  John  Donne,  Ihe  great  English  imi- 
tators ol  Martial. 

These  translations  provide  vertically 
through  history  what  Leyland's  (unfor- 
tunately lltled)  Orgasmsot  Uffhf  also 
gives  horizontally  —  the  community  of 
poetry  In  which  we  discover  ourselves. 
But  even  Ley  land's  collection,  which  In- 
cludes prose  as  well  as  versa,  there  Isa 
strong  historical  sense,  a  sensed  In- 
debtedness not  only  toclasslcalauihors 
but  also  to  the  Britlshand  American 
poets  of  the  recent  past.  The  echoes  of 
Whitman  are  loud  in  the  workof  Will 
Inman  and  the  juicy  poems  of  Allen  Gins- 
berg, and  It's  the  "Juice  and  Joy"  of 
Gerard  Manley  Hopkins's  boys  with  their 
"bellbrlght  bodies"  that  we  find  again  In 
the  poelry  of  another  late  19lh  century 


Looking  for  Mr  Candybar 


One  case  study  in  the  real  Toronto  Hie 


ByJohn  Forbes 


Sparkie  Blackheads  (very  much  an  ex-friend) 
ii  goy.  I  am  (1  believe)  gay.  1  am  not  very 
happy,  nor  is  Sparkle,  as  my  ais  and  grits 
expose  will  show.  In  this  thinly  revealed  saga 
I  shall  attempt  to  tastefully  trash  Sparkie 
(that  bitch)  for  leaving  me  for  the  wet  dream 
abandon  of  the  "gay  lifestyle."  Not  thai 
every  other  self-serving  journalist  from 
DonaJd  Webster  Cory  on  down  hasn't  made 
these  same  wormy  observations  before  —  it's 
just  that  I  wani  my  self-righteous,  Old  Testa- 
mem  disgust  to  sound  like  it's  original,  in- 
depth  and  so  very,  very  Toronto. 

He'd  "come  out,"  They'd  "thrown  up." 
He  discovered  that  there  was  more  to  life  in 
Canada  than  just  making  pee  holes  in  the 
snow;  they  were  now  convinced  lhat  he'd 
never,  ever  become  a  normal  and  nice  guy 
"like  Joe  Clark."  He  was  sweet  seventeen; 
too  old  to  be  ken tucky- fried,  too  young  to  be 
just  another  Blanche  Du  Bois.  His  mother 
was  a  goose,  his  father  a  turkey.  His 
suburban  landscape  seemed  peopled  with 
porkers:  hard  little  piec«  with  mean-set  eyes 
and  heavy  pillow  buns.  It  was  within  this 
Harlequin  Romance-scape  that  Sparkie  tried 
lo  end  it  all  by  rubbing  his  wrists  off  on  the 
bathroom  sink.  All  that  this  accomplished 
was  to  work  him  into  a  furious  hunger  which 
drove  him  to  find  lust-release  in  a  hefty 
quarter  pounder  with  aside  order  of  fries. 

Soon  after  this  Sparkie  left  Ihe  angsi  of  the 
suburbs  and  discovered  the  ennui  of  down- 
town —  and  The  Scene.  Life  may  not  have 
been  a  cabaret  for  Sparkie  but  it  sure  as  hell 
was  a  disco  —  and  boy.  did  he  boogie!  Then 
he  met  a  certain  "decent"  gentleman  who 
offered  him  life,  love  and  the  arts  of  journal- 
ese. Big  daddy  had  come  out  of  the  closet  and 
now  wanted  to  make  a  wifeman  very  happy. 
Well,  after  such  a  Meaningful  offer  you 
would  think  that  Sparkie  would  be  hot  to 
settle  down  in  the  Relationship  of  a  Lifetime. 
But,  oh  no,  what  does  the  little  sleasecake 
do?  He  hits  the  baths  like  something  that  was 
birthed  in  Babylon,  and  my,  yes  my,  elegant 
Relationship  was,  well  —  soiled. 

Of  course,  when  I  was  young  and  foolish, 
playing  around  was  known  as  sowing  one's 
wild  oats.  But  that  was  heterosexual  (and 
years  ago).  Now  I  see  it  for  what  it  really  is:  a 
destructive  and  meaningless  lifestyle  that 
turns  bovs  into  soulless  sex  robots.  Forgotten 
nights  (and  knights)  in  those  Baudelainan 
bordellos  are  too  rich  and  beady  a  tone  for 


Sparkle,  ifler  a  hard  night's  knight 


our  plain,  apple-pie  appetites.  Yes,  I'm  now 
convinced  of  it:  "It's  Better  In  The 
Suburbs,"  The  happy  homo  is  the  married 
homo.  The  rest  is  just  soiled  rimming  in  the 
slut  baths. 

Of  course,  you  can't  tell  the  tackolas  lhat. 
They  all  want  to  live  their  Wool  worth  dreams 
amtindulge  in  their  S.S.  Kresge  lifestyles.  So 
cheesy,  really,  aren't  you  glad  we've  got 
smugness  and  money  and  sandblasting  to 
[rotect  us  from  these  horrors? 

So,  the  little  tartlet  up  and  left  me  and  it 
makes  me  so  sad  —  but  still  angry  enough  to 
continue  this  spitefully  objective  reportage. 
He's  become  a  memory,  now,  just  another  of 
your  basic  dysfunctions  that  inhabit  the  twilit 
world  of  sexual  congress. 

I  back  up  these  profound  conclusions  with 
some  heavy  statistics  and  hard  barroom  facts: 
Homosexuals  get  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  diseases  — 
anyone  who  "plays  around"  is  bound  to  — 
and  that's  why  Monogamy  is,  well,  so  mean- 
ingful. Orgy  rooms  exist  solely  for  (he 
pleasures  of  orgies.  Nobody  loves  you  when 
you're  old  and  gay.  Snorting  poppers  In 
steambaths  has  caused  Tires.  There  have  been 
known  cases  of  Male  Rape  reported  in  the 
Suburbs. 

So,  here  I  am  in  the  middle  of  my  years. 
"Having  measured  out  my  life  in  little  closed 
dosel  doors  (Do  I  dare  to  throw  a  cream 
fit1  .'Do  I  dare  to  cruise  a  beach?"  I  suppose 
the  best  thing  to  do  in  summing  up  this  shit- 
ding  is  to  waft  and  waffle  in  the  Hope  of 
Worlds  to  Come,  The  Future  is  Ours  and 
Why  Ask  for  the  Moon  When  We  Alone 
Know  How  to  Really  Hairdo  the  Stars?    ^" 


English  Catholic,  Frederick  Holte. 

Bui  it's  left  to  Harold  Norse  togive  us 
both  Cat  ul  I  us  and  Whitman  (and  Lorca 
and  Michelangelo  and  Socrates,  for  good 
measure)  served  up  with  Irony  and  a  fine 
style  lhai  Is  all  too  uncharacteristic  ol 
much  of  thlscollecilon: 

and  I  note:  Friends 

llyouwlshlosurvive 

I  would  not  recommend 

Love. 

by  D.D.C.  Chambers  Ci 
Orgasms  of  Lighl  is  available  postpaid 
from  Gay  Sunshine  Press.  PO  Box  40397, 
San  Francisco.  CA  94140.  The  Dead 
Slave  and  Uranian  Roses  are  available 
from  Catalyst  Press.  315  Blantyre  Ave. 
Scarborough.  ON  M1N2S6. 


Gay  Source 


le/BodyPoHtte 


Dennis  Sanders  (ed) 

Coward,  McCann  &Geoghegan 

1977,  $6.95 

There  Is  something  remarkable  about 
Ibis  book,  since  II  isabouf  men,  tor 
men,  compiled  and  edited  by  men  from 
material  written  by  men.  The  Idea  for  the 
production  of  Gay  Source  was  con- 
ceived by  a  woman  whose  "Insights 
were  nothing  short  of  inspired,"  says 
editor  Dennis  Sanders.  However,  what 
Is  more  significant  Is  that  this  woman, 
Patricia  Solman,  happens  to  be  an 
executive  of  Coward,  McCann  &Geogh- 
egan,  the  publishers.  And  I  would 
venture  to  say  that  the  potential  that 
this  book  had  was  subordinated  to 
certain  marketing  considerations  in  an 
attempt  to  produce  a  tlashy  item  that 
would  sell.  Pity.  Certainly  there  Is  a 
need  for  a  book  of  this  type  thai 
portrays  us  In  all  our  diversity  for  our 
own  benelit  and  the  enlightenment  ol 
Ihe  general  population. 

What  we  get  Instead  Is  an  eclectic 
collection  of  Information  which 
presents  a  somewhat  laundered  picture 
of  gay  men  in  North  America  —  specifi- 
cally Ihe  United  Stales.  The  range  of 
Information  is  broad:  from  drugs  to 
drag;  Fire  Island  lo  face-lifts;  Chopin  to 
chln-ups:  all  lovingly  arranged,  and 
George  Slavrlnos'  profuse  Illustrations 
show  young  men  who  look  begullingiy 
as  If  they,  too,  had  sludied  the  text. 

To  give  the  book  Us  due,  there  is  a  lot 
of  good  solid  information  here,  arrranged. 
albeit  arbitrarily,  In  five  sections 
without  an  Index.  The  result  is  pleasani 
to  browse,  but  maddening  and  almost 
useless  as  a  reference  book.  I  nearly 
destroyed  the  book  in  a  tit  of  rage  when 
I  could  not  rediscover  something  I  had 
read. 

Each  secllon  Is  a  mixture  of  leature 
articles  and  short  information  blurbs. 
Most  useful  is  Secllon  I  (Getting  in 
Touch)  which  lists  organizations. 
information  centres  and  hotlines  In 
ma|or  American  cities  along  with  their 
addresses  and  phone  numbers.  This  is 
followed  bya  review  of  the  American 
gay  media,  books  and  bookstores. 
Although  It  is  difficult  to  keep  pace  with 
changes  that  occur  In  the  media  and 
publishing  worlds,  It  would  appear  thai 
a  minimal  effort  was  made  to  verify  the 
Information  In  this  section. 
Subscripflon  information  Is  Incorrect 
for  some  publications  and  In  the  listing 
of  regional  American  papers  there  Is  at 
leasl  one  omission  (Malnely  Gay).  The 
section  concludes  with  a  fatuous  dis- 
cussion of  gay  composers. 

The  relallonship  of  gays  loot  her 
aspects  of  society  —  the  law,  the 
church,  ihe  military  and  the  prison 
system  —  are  explored  in  Sections  II 
(Equality,  Liberty,  Fraternity)  and  III 
(Getting  Into  It).  The  gay  movemenl  is 
dealt  with  briefly,  gelling  equal  billing 
with  religious  gays  and  gay  pirates. 

A  brief  review  of  venereal  diseases 
and  their  occurrence  among  gay  men 
highlights  Section  IV  (Getting  tl 
|  Together,  a  secllon  which  Is  unusually 
|  heavy  on  the  light,  being  devoted  mainly 
I   lo  such  silliness  as  tatlooing,  body 
I  piercing  and  plastic  surgery,  Unfor- 
1  tunalely,  alcoholism,  a  chronic  and 
|  troublesome  problem  for  many  gays, 
receives  only  a  paragraph's  notice. 

And  finally  Section  V  (aptly  named 
Gelling  Away  From  It  All)  —  fifty  pages 
of  where  to  go  to  do  lust  that.  This 
I  section  is  typical  of  what  I  object  to  In 

Gay  Source.  Sanders  admits  that  "there 
'  is  too  much  going  on  to  cover  every- 


thing." but  it  is  obvious  that  he  only 
chose  what  was  most  readily  at  hand, 
reiving  on  popular  writers  and 
previously  published  material  to  create 
a  basically  unbalanced  picture  of 
contemporary  gay  male  culture,  There 
are  three  pages  on  transvestism,  which 
the  author  tells  us  Is  a  predominantly 
heterosexual  phenomenon  Ido  gays  do 
It,  then,  lo  appear  straight?),  but  no 
mention  of  the  other  fetishes  popular 
with  gay  men  (SM,  BO,  WS,  etc.). 
Information  tor  gay  youth  In  Included, 
but  nothing  aboul  older  and  aging  gays. 
And  a  whole  lot  about  how  to  look  good 
without  a  word  as  lo  why  we  should. 
Perhaps  It's  no  coincidence,  then, 
thai  you  would  gladly  show  your  mother 
a  book  like  Ihls  presenting  gay  men  a 
does;  eternally  twenly-Iour,  well 
adjusted,  spending  a  week  at  the  Cape 
every  summer,  and  only  slightly 
concerned. 

by  Keith  Sh/O 

Our  Right  To  Love 

A  Lesbian  Resource  Book 

Ginny  Vida(ed) 
Prentice-Hall,  1978S15.50 

OwRightlo  Love  Is  easily  the  most  com- 
prehensive book  on  lesbian  Issues  which 
hasto  this  dale  been  published.  It  is  the 
fnjii  of  the  last  ten  yea/sot  struggle 
among  lesbians  to  find  our  own 
reflection  In  an  often  hostile  world:  to 
Identify  and  articulate  from  a  feminist 
viewpoint  the  forms  of  lesbian 
experience.  Useful  to  the  neophyte  (or 
Ihe  purposes  of  general  orientation  In 
Ihe  lesbian  subculture,  Our  Right  to  Love 
can  still  be  read  lo  advantage  by  the 
|aded  professional. 

The  book  Is  composed  of  forty  articles 
accompanied  by  lorry  "personal 
testimonies"  and  eighty  excellent 
photos,  so  that  we  gain  asenseof  Ihe 
personal  as  well  as  the  theoretical,  II 
begins  with  an  article  by  Rita  Mae  Brown 
writing  In  vintage  style, andconcludes 
withthe  "National  Lesbian  Resource 
Llst"acompllatlonof1300!esblan- 
oriented  organizations  throughout  the 
United  States.  A  select  bibliography  of 
books,  pamphlets  and  periodicals 
relating  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation  is 
also  appended.  A  casl  ol  thousands 
which  reads  like  a  Who's  Whoof 
American  lesbianism  contributed  lo  the 
bookand  helped  make  It  the  blockbuster 
that  it  is. 

If  any  theme  olher  than  the  minimal 
oneembodledlnitstllle.Ourflignffo 
Love,  can  be  singled  out  as  unifying  Ihe 
lext,  It  Is  lhat  of  diversity:  thedlverslty  of 
lesbians  and  the  diversity  of  our  needs. 
Rita  Mae  Brown  puts  It  more  pungently 
"Lesbians  are  everywhere,  even  in  the 
morgue."  The  myth  of  the  heroic  Amazon 
I  wasmerclfullynotoneof  theselectlon 
criteria  ol  the  editorial  board. 
Consequently,  the  tone  of  the  book  Is 
'  oneof  sharing,  not  of  dictating,  a  tlaw 
]  whIchscarredlheJoyo/Leso/anSex, 
i  Ourfl/gftffoLoveevenhasanartlcle 
1  whoseverytltle"SexualProblemsor 
Lesbians"  actually  admits  lhat  sexual 
bliss  Is  not  invariably  the  lesbian  lot. 
Racism  within  American  society  Is 
treated,  and  not  lust  whiteagainst  black. 
:  but  also  against  Chinese,  Chicane  and 
!  American  Indian  lesbians.  Wonderfully 
unconventional  tales  emerge,  for 
Instance,  (hat  of  a  woman  In  her  sixties 
I  who,  after  thedeat  h  ol  her  third  husband. 
I  felllnlovewithanotherwoman.The 
delightful  final  section  of  the  book, 
"Some  Help  from  Our  Friends."  contains 
i  supportlvestatementstrommenand 

women  who  are  nol  themselves  gay.  The 
!  book  ends  on  a  note  of  accomplishment 
|  with  an  outward-looking  gaze  —  apan- 
I  American  network  ol  lesbian  organiza- 
tions coupled  wllh  Ihe  beginnings  of  ac- 
ceptance from  outside  the  gay  com- 
munlty. 
The  nurturing  attitude  towards  lesbian 
'  diversity  backfires  in  the  inclusion  of  the 
j  article  "Lesbians  in  the  Military"  which       I 
|  counselslesblansonthewaysofre- 
|  mainlng  closeted  In  themlHiary,  leaving 
the  matter  of  lesbian  rights  to  "lime"  and 
a  change  of  heart  among  thegreat  Ameri- 
can people.  The  single  socialist  contri- 
i  hi.    on  consists  for  the  mosl  pert  ol  an 
I  at  jlogy  torthe  treatment  ol  gays  in 
'  COntemporaryCommunlstcounlries 
I  Theoaper'ProfessionalandUnlonCau-    ' 
MfVWI 


Pinklriangle 
has  books  to  travel! 

Guides  references  and  source  books  to  get  you  there  — 
even  if  '-[here"  is  right  where  you  live  -  Pink  Triangle's  got  them, 
plus  a  lot  more.  Theatre,  poetry,  fiction  and  fun;  it's  here.  Take  a 
look.  And  then  take  a  jaunt  to  our  order  form  below. 
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CHRISTOPHER 
The  Berlin  years 
Cabaret  as  seen  ihrough  Isher- 

wood'i  camera-like  eye.  "Thai  »i>id  characters  hving  inaiwm 
ibis  shrewd  and  candid  book  can  uig  house  threatened  »iih  demo- 
te (^Wished  now  wilhout  fussor  liuon.  A  "gentle,  serious  ram- 
even  a  lificd  evebrow  is  c»  indi-  edy."  No*  id  paperback. 
cationofhow  much  the  world  Nurnber43  (2-25  *  -25)$3-S0 
has  changed...  Indispensable  for 

admirers  of  this  truly  masterly  QDeaert  of  Ihe  Heart  by  jane 

»nter  "  —  77ir,\est  yrv*  Time.  RULE-  Two  women.  Evdyn  Hill 

Number  3         (J.1J*   25)53.00  has  gone  to  Reno.  Nevada  ro  gel 
■  Ann  Childs  works 
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DGsyellow  Pages.  Spring  "78  edition. 

The  complete  guide  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  covering  Canada  and  the  US  in 
depth,  with  information  on  much  of  the 
rest  of  the  world  as  weUCayelfow  Pages 

includes  listings  for  clubs,  bars,  hotels  and 
urants,  books  and  periodicals,  travel 

services  and  movement  organizations 

everywhere  from  New  York  to 

Newfoundland.  Now  in  its  tenth  edition, 

this  comprehensive  catalogue  is  easy  to  use 

and  convenient  to  carry.  A  must  for 

travellers. 

Number  40  (6.50+  .25)56.75 


□  Gay  Source:  A  Catalog  for  Men 

compiled,  written  and  edited  by 
DENNIS  SANDERS.  An  exhaustive 
guide  to  gay  people,  places  and  resources 
in  the  US,  Cay  Source  provides  informa- 
tion on  gay  organizations,  magazines  and 
newspapers,  baths,  bookstores,  legal  aid, 
health,  hotlines  and  much  more.  Arthur 
Bell,  David  Kopay.  Vito  Russo, 
Bruce  Voeller  and  Ian  Young  are  among 
the  contributors;  the  drawings  are  by 
George  Stavrinos. 
Number  39   (6.95  +  .50)  $7.45 


□Our  Right  to  Love:  A  Lesbian  Resource 
Book  edited  by  GINNY  VIDA.  Reflecting  a 
growing  awareness  of  the  special  concerns 
of  lesbians,  this  ambitious  project 
embodies  the  spirit  of  the  basic  human 
rights  issues  of  all  women  and  presents  an 
explosive,  stimulating  exporation  of  the 
nature  and  scope  of  lesbian  life-sryles. 
Contributors  include  Rita  Mae  Brown, 
Elaine  Noble,  Charlotte  Bunch,  Bertha 
Harris,  Karla  Jay  and  many  others.  Ginny 
Vida  is  Media  Directory  for  the  US 
National  Gay  Task  Force. 
Number 38  (15.50+  .50)516.00 


□  Oscar  Remembered  by 
MAXIM  MAZUMDAR.  The  script  of 
Mazumdar's  electrifying  portrayal  of 
Lord  Alfred  Douglas.  Oscar  Wilde's 
beloved  "Bosie."  "This  study  of  Wilde's 
martyrdom,"  critic  Herbert  Whittaker 
notes  in  his  introduction,  "is  a  truly 
remarkable  accomplishment  for  a  22-year- 
old  Montrealer."    A  powerful 
piece,  touching  but  unsentimental. 
Number  41    (5.95  +  .25)56.20 


OThe  Deformity  Lover  and  Other 
Poems  by  FELICE  PICANO.  The  latest 
work  by  the  New  York  novelist  and  poet 
whose  writing,  Ian  Young  comments  in 
The  Body  Politic,  is  "unadorned  and 
sensual,  perceptive,  sure  of  itself,  a  bit 
wise-ass  sometimes,  and  very  much 
about  gay  life...." 
Number  42  (3.50  +  .25)  S3.7S 


ZTn*  David  Kopay  Story  by 
DAVID  KOPAY  and  PERRY 
DEAN  YOUNG.  "I  was  the  typi- 
cal iock.  I  loved  playing  football, 
slough.  I  was  SUCCCSlful. 


And  at 


iclki 


I  prefer 


'■  Kopay  c 
aied  a  sensation  when  he  revealed 
his  homosexuality  to  the  nation. 
Number  19         ( 1 .95  • -251  52-20 


a  change  gir 
:g  casino.  Rule's  Aran- 
heir  meeting  is  "Cool. 
ed.  compassionate  and 
nenial...  compares  very 
h  the  beit  fiction  being 
anywhere."  —  Margaret 
in  The  Globe  and  Matt. 


by  (ANE  RULE.  This  collection 
of  short  stories  which  originally 
appeared  in  such  places  as  The 
Ladder  and  Redbook  shows  Rule 


Number  37 


.   2J.S5.20 


DTbe  Gallery  by  JOHN  HORNE 

BURNS.  A  striking  and  insightful 

collection  of  portraits  from  srar- 

lime  Naples  by  the  too-long 

ignored  gay  author  whom  Bngid 

Brophy  called  "By  far  the  most 

talented. 

talented, 

emerge  si  nee  the  war.  " 

Number  31         (2  15  ♦  .151  $3.50 

OTb* 
with  a  Book  by  JOHN      by  JUDITH  CREWE. 
HORNE  BURNS.   Thi 


J  KJ   M 

y  . 

and  faggot  fathers. 
butch  and  fern  roles,  hualleti, 
gays  and  the  lam,  and  more 
"Thi!  hook  n  more  than  power- 
ful..." -  ElaineNoble. 
Number  27  (I.9S*  251*2-20 

ZOul  of  the  Closets.:  Volets  of 

Gay  Liberation  edited  by  KAKLA 
JAY  and  ALLEN  YOUNG  Here, 

of  gay  America:  white,  black. 
brawn,  sella*,  conservative, 
radical,  rich.  poor.  male,  female. 
believers,  atheists  —  all  people 
who  have  chosen  to  love  others 

updated  gay  bibliography 
Number  3a  1 1  95 .  151  $2.20 

D  Loving  Someone  Gay  by  DON 


.   This 


upporc 

stronger,  and  helps  families  and 
friends  confront  their  own  pre- 
judices and  fears  and  adjust  to  a 
more  open  and  meaningful  tela 


|5.9 


h  .25lS6.ll 


□  Guy  American  HUtory:  L*s- 
htuu  and  Gay  Men  In  the  USA. 
by  JONATHAN  KATZ.  A  m»s- 

jnd  other  poems  <itvl  (mit  hundred  years  of  gay 
life  and  oppression  In  America. 
Katz's  documentary  explores 
areas  previously  untouched  by 
historians,  A  must  for  the  un- 
oosuuiding  of  our  gay  "roots. " 
Number  14     (11.50.    15)512.00 


igh-minded,  hard- 
faced  and  often  complex 
Alberta  lesbian 
poet.  Ms  Crewe  contributes  the 
regular  Tapestries  column  to  The 
Body  Politic. 
Number  15         13.50.  .251  $3.75 


With  Downesul  Gays:  Aspectiot 
Homosexual  Self-oppression  by 
H  HODGES  and  DAVID 


solid  novel  and      EDMUND  WHITE.  Generously        HUTTER.  The  pioneering  study 


underground  hit.  "There  are 
tricks  and  there  is  magic. 
Strand  River  hints  at  svh 
magic  mighl  be  —  whi 
metaphors  can  focus  out  exper- 
- "  Walker 
Hard- 


ly illustrated  this  is 
mplete  guide  to  the  erotic, 
emotional  and  social  fulfillmenl 
of  a  gay  lifestyle.  A  celebration 
of  the  joy  that  there  can  be  inone 
man  I  living  anolher. 
Numberll      (15  95.  ,50)SI6.45 


Number  20 


-  .20)51.55 


Number  22 


y  BERTHA  HARRIS 


inldligenf,  Inventive  sentence  by 

nouitcemcnts.  and  joke;  about 

itself."  —  Jane   Rule     Bertha 

Hams  is  also  th 

ofLesbtai  Sec. 

Number  5  H  95  *  25)  $5.20 


95  .  15)  59.30  CjThe  Joy  o!  Lesbian  Sea  by  Dr 
EMILY  SISLEY  and  BERTHA 
HARRIS  "One  of  the  most  lucid 
celebrations  of  female  ciolicijm 
published  in  our  time,  Underlying 
the  sea  manual  and  personal- 
social  counselling  aspects  of  the 
,„  book  is  a  firm,  forthright  and 
of  TJkJov  dignified  slaiemcnl  of  liberated  Number  32 
modem  feminism."  —  Publish- 
ers Weekly.  Hardcover. 
Number!!     05  95  +  .50)516.45 


i ".:  Homosexual-  Oppression  and 
liberation  by  DENN1SALTMAN, 
The  1972  classic  that  has  become 
the  basic  text  of  gay  liberation. 
The  Toronto  Slor  called  il  '•im- 
pressive because  it  is  thoughtful 
and  wi(houl  rancor  »hile  re- 
fusing to  compromise."  Now  in 
paperback. 

-     .25)  $2.10 


GRubyfrult  Jungle  by  RITA 
MAE  BROWN.  A  hilarious 
touching  novel  aboul  a  proud, 
impish,  gulsy  young  girl  growing 
up  gay.  An  enormously  popular 
bestseller  that  makes  everyone 
feel  proud  to  be  gay. 
Number35         (195.  .25)52.20 


Zl Sexual    Politics    by    KATE 
MIL  LETT.  The  doctoral  thesis 
I  hat  became  a  bombshell  best- 
seller and  made  Kale  Millet  I  the 
pioneer  theorist  of  modern  fem- 


<mbcr36 


51  52.50 


Society  and  the  Healthy  Homo- 
sexual by  GEORGE  WEINBERG. 
A  powerful  passionate  analysis 
of  homophobia  and  how  to  fight 
it.  For  gay  people  eager  to  over- 
come their  fears  and  guilt,  but 
also  for  teachers  and  parents  first 
coming  to  lerms  with  their  mis- 
understand! n  gs  of  gay  li  f  e . 
Number  4  (2.25  .  25)  57.50 
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Make  cheques  payable  to  Pink  Triangle  Press. 
Box 639. Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario M5W  1G2.  If 
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OUR  IMAGE 


I  Want  to  get  into  the  act? 

1  Try  one  of  our  "Lifestyle"  holidays. 

I  Act  One: 

I  Only  have  one  week  and  wish  to  90  to  Europe?  Try  our  mexpen- 
I  sive  "LONDON  SHOW  TOURS"  with  airfare,  hotel,  and  theatre 
I  tickets  to  the  plays  of  your  choice,  plus  many  extras  Included. 
I  Also  available  —  Paris/ Amsterdam. 

I  Act  Two:  ,     ,., 

1  Want  to  go  to  GREECE  but  none  of  the  package  holidays  suit 
J  you?  try  our  ABC  Charters  departing  every  Tuesday  From  $499 
I  plus  hotel  of  your  choice  Make  up  you  own  itinerary. 

Act  Three: 

HONG  KOMG.  the  one  stop  you  really  need  to  discover  the  Onent. 
From  S829  US  round  trip,  including  your  stay  at  a  Hyatt  hotel 
-cost  side  trips  to  other  Asian  cities  also  available. 

I  Act  Four: 

I  "Back-Stage  Hollywood  "  7  days  from  $534   Spend  a  week  be- 
I  h.nd  the  scenes  where  the  stars  work  and  live.  Tour  the  studios 
and  see  shows  like  the  Johnny  Carson  Show.  Hotel  and  airfare 
I  included. 

Act  Five: 
I  A  weekend  with  (lair  Try  our  package  to  NEW  YORK  including 
I  hotel,  breakfast,  airfare,  and  theatre  tickets  included. 

'Complete  lutings  °l  ban,  dubs,  theatre  listings  nvallable  at  our  agency   Our 
counsellors  have  firsthand  knowledge.  Try  us  once  and  you  U  be  back  to.  an 


Encore  Travel  Limited. 

I  193  Carlton  St  Toronto.  M5A  2K7 

TEL  922- 1693 


Carob  chip: 

An  exciting  new  addition 

to  our  cast  of  confections 

this  cookie 

is  bursting  with  bits  of 

natural  carob  —  chocolatasty, 

but  without  the  chocolate. 

In  the  tradition  of  our  giant 

oatmeals  and  rich  nut  hermits, 

another  cookie  as  big 

as  your  face 

from 


cuses"  deals  only  with  white-collar 
unions,  not  stooping  toeven  mention  Ihe 
necessityof  mobilizing  blue-collar  ones 
on  behalf  of  women's  or  gay  rights. 

Diversity  and  toleration  are  nice  liberal 
virtues,  but  they  are  not  enough.  The  lack 
ot  any  coherent  political  discussion  Is 
the mosl  grievous  tailing  of  Our  Right  to 
Low.  The  Inability  of  lesbians  to  engage 
in  a  sustained  political  andeconomic 
analysis  otouropptession  Is  symptom- 
atic of  our  position  as  women,  our  exclu- 
sion from  the  male  world  of  theory.  We 
still  lack  the  political  vocabulary  to 
understand  the  sources  of  lesbian 
oppression.  Economic  and  political  cat- 
egories are  discussed  solely  from  a  per- 
sonal point  of  view  and  fall  to  come  to 
terms  with  the  roots  of  our  common  ex- 
perience. Strong  on  personal  radicalism, 
sensitive  tothe  political  distortions  of 
everyday  life,  we  are  desperately  short  on 
politlcaltheory  and  strategy.  Where  Ihe 
traditional  Left  was  weak,  we  are  strong; 
where  they  were  strong,  we  are  weak. 

The  (laws  of  this  landmark  book  are 
thef  laws  of  the  movement  it  speaks  for 
It  shows  our  collective  successes  and 
(allures,  what  we  have  seen  and  what  we 
havenot  seen  thus  far.  Our  Right  to  Love 
should  f  Ind  aplaceon  every  lesbian's 
coffee  table,  or,  falling  that,  orangecrate. 
byLomaWeir 


1099Yonge  Street. Toronto.  Just* 


t  Summertilll  Uquor  Store. 


Love  Image 

Valerie  Taylor 
Naiad  Press,  1977,  $4.50 
Back  In  Ihe  '50s  and  '60s  there  was  a  fad 
among  publishers  that  resulted  In  the 
publication  of  hundreds  of  paperback 
original  novels  about  lesbians  with  soap 
opera  plots,  stereotyped  characters,  and 
occasional  sex  scenes  that  were  risque 
forthelr  time.  They  all  fell  into  the  class 
of  lesbian  literature  knowntoday  as  "the 
pulps."  They  were  preceded  by  mostly 
heavy-handed  novels  that  were  either 
overly  sensitive  or  overly  oppressive 
about  lesbians,  and  were  followed  by 
today's  lesbian-controlled  press  books. 
They  didn't  present  a  positive  or  liber- 
ated view  of  lesbianism,  and  formany 
readers  were  probably  only  "of  prurient 
Inlerest." 

Formany  lesbian  readers,  however, 
they  may  have  been  the  only  literary 
mlrrorin  which  the  lesbian  had  ever 
recognized  herself.  Many  of  today's 
lesbian  literary  talents  such  as  Kate 
Mlllettand  Barbara  Gltlings  have  written 
of  their  hidden  caches  of  pulps.  The 
books  had  recurrent  formula  plots  and 
characters.  There  were  always  bar 
scenes  —  pick-ups,  fighls  and  loneli- 
ness. Almost  every  book  has  its  older- 
and-wlserbutchandltsfresrvlrom-the- 
country  femme. 

Among  the  hundredsofpulpauthors, 
only  afew  are  recognized  today  as  truly 
talented  writers  of  the  genre.  Among 
these  few  is  Valerie  Taylor,  who  wrote  the 
treasured  pulp  epics  Whisper  Their  Love, 
Stranger  on  Lesbos,  The  Girts  in  3-B  and 
several  others.  Taylor's  books  had 
characters  with  depth  and  Individuality, 
and  her  descriptive  writing  can  still  take 
you  back  to  the  fabulous  *50s  —  even  If 
you  were  never  there  as  a  gay  person.  Her 
books,  like  all  the  pulps,  had  many  flaws 
due  to  publishing  pressures.  Most 
notably,  the  publishers  usually  Insisted 


that  the  book  end  with  the  main  charac 
ter  who  has  been  experimenting  with 
lesbianism  going  back  to  her  husband  or 
boyfriend. 

Naiad  Press  has  broken  the  time 
barrier  to  bring  out  Love  Image,  Valerie 
Taylor's  first  lesbian  novel  In  ten  years. 
It's  almost  Insulting  to  call  Love  Images 
pulp,  because  II  is  so  much  more  relaxed 
and  happy  about  lesbianism.  Its  escapist    I 
fantasy-llkeplolisqultedlffefenUrom        , 
the  heavy  books  that  have  characterized 
most  lesbian  feminist  presses.  It's  the 
ideal  book  forgetting  away  from  it  all 
after  reading  a  mailbox  full  of  gay  news 
and  political  ideology. 

Without  giving  away  too  much  ot  the 
plot,  Love  Imagels  about  a  child  movie 
star  who  is  very  unhappy.  Her  Image- 
makers  are  planning  to  change  her  from  a 
virginal  Juvenile  to  a  sex  nymphet.  Our 
hero  has  never  been  very  motivated  to 
wear  dressesand  make-up,  and  she 
doesn't  feel  very  excited  about  going  on 
arranged  dates  with  boy  movie  stars.  As 
you  can  probably  guess,  she  shows 
distinct  signs  of  becoming  a  dyke, 
alt  houg  h  bel  ng  very  sheltered  she 
doesn't  know  what  she's  heading  tor. 
The  rest  of  the  plot  details  many  events 
In  Baby  Nan's  coming  out.  Unlike  most  of 
the  pulps,  everything  ends  happily  ever 
after.  Until  then,  ValerleTaylor  takes  us 
to  visit  some  of  the  stock  bar  scenes  and 
love  at f  al  rs  that  made  the  pulps  fun  to 
read. 

Perhaps  this  Isn't  apulp  but  amagnum 
opus  of  a  talented  writer  who  is  finally 
free  of  publishing  constralntsand  can 
now  write  as  she  pleases.  Thinking  of 
Love  Image  this  way  leads  to  both  praise 
and  criticism.  Praise  forthe  attractive, 
undaunted  lesbian  lovers  who  are  Inde- 
pendent, self-reliant  and  romantic 
women.  Criticism  of  the"causal" 
theories,  including  the  overbearing 
mother  and  rapeat  an  early  age.  Praise 
for  the  clever  plot /theme  Interrelation- 
ship that  uses  the  device  of  Baby  Nan's 
metamorphosis  Into  sex  star  Nanette  as 
a  metaphor  lor  the  feminine  role  that  is 
imposed  upon  teen-age  girls  Inour 
culture.  Criticism  of  the  light  plot  that 
hovers  perhaps  too  close  to  lantasy  lor 
this  to  be  taken  as  a  serious  novel, 
praise  for  the  enjoyable,  swiftly  moving, 
and  engrossing  story  that  is  delightful  to 
read. 

In  the  future,  when  we  don' t  have  to 
spend  most  of  ourartlstic effort 
explaining  ourselves  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  perhaps  we'll  be  seeing  more 
novels  like  this  one:  pure  undiluted  lighl 
.  romance  with  the  pulp  from  Naiad  Press, 
by  Ma  Id  a  Til  chen 
Available  from  The  Naiad  Press,  20  flue 
Jacob  Acres.  Safes  City.  Ml  6401 1,  USA- 


Our  Image  Contributors: 

0.0  C  Chambers  chairs  the  English  Department  at 
trinity  College.  University  0!  Toronlo  Judith  Crewe 
15  writing  an  epic  in  EOmonlon  John  Fo'Des  15  a 
tlagrant  violator  cl  Toronlo  |0urnalese. .  Dougal 
Haggart  is  a  iimo-stripper  tto  women  s  musici  and 
member  ol  Toronto's  Sapoho  Sound  Graham  jack 
son  is  a  Toronlo  dance  critic  and  nclion  wriler  Keith 
Sly  lb  Currently  working  in  ihe  Mi  and  ptop  depart 
merit  ot  Ihe  Shaw  Festival  Theatre  m  Niagara- on' I  he- 
Lake  Maioa  Tilchen  is  a  collector  ol  pulp  sappno  m 
Bioominglon.  IN  RODen  Wallace  writes  plays  and 
leaches  al  Gienflon  Colieg*.  Vork  UnrWdty  '  r-""-J 
Wat  studies  joiilicai  philosophy  al  vork  University 
Ian  young  is  Canada's  oesi  known  gay  poet 
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Looking 
forMrGaybar 

Toronto  Life  Magazine 
March  1978 
John  Hotsess 

Asagay  youth  and  an  active  member  ot 
Gay  Youth  Toronto(GYT),  I  (eel  1  should 
answer  the  charge  Implicit  In  Toronto 
Life's  sensationally  titled  article  "Look- 
ing f  or  Mr  Gaybar"  thai  theyoung 
homosexual  is  being  exploited  by  the 
gay  community. 

Author  John  Hofsess,  prior  to  writing 
the  article,  told  Mark  Whitehead  (coord- 
Inator  ot  GYT  at  the  lime)  that  his  in- 
tention was  to  present  the  groupas  a 
worthwhile  organization.  He  wished  to 
portray  gay  youth  and  their  process  ot 
coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality  Ina 
sensitive  and  empathetlc  way.  II  was 
assumed  that  Hofsess'  technique  would 
be  touse  interviews  with  tour  members 
of  GYT  (Mark  Whitehead,  Margo  Fearn, 
Rick  Bernalhand  "8illy"|  asameans  of 
presenting  a  clear  understanding  of  gay 
youthand  their  search  for  Identity. 

From  a  discussion  with  those  Inter- 
viewed, however,  I  find  that  Hofsess 
manipulated,  and  at  limes  misquoted, 
each  interviewee  in  order  lo  promote  his 
own  negative  criticisms  of  the  gay  com- 
munity. In  this  way ,  the  author  has 
defeated  his  ostensible  purpose. 

Beginning  wllh  Mark  Whitehead's 
interview,  Hofsess  accentuated  the  tired 
cliche  that  gay  men  are  selt-destruct- 
tlvely  promiscuous.  He  steers  the  reader 
intoadlscusslonottheoccurTenceotVD 
among  gay  men,  thereby  injecting  his 
ownarguments  against  promiscuity. 
Hofsess  does  not  allow  Whitehead  to 
comment  on  his  own  sexual  activity  but     i 
Instead  remarks  that  "any  Ill-effects  of 
this  Looklng-for-Mr-Gaybar  lite  was 
lightly  regarded"  by  Whitehead. 

Inaslmllarway  Hofsess  distorts 
Margo  Fearn's  Interview  In  ordertocon- 
centrale  on  acomparison  between 
lesbian  and  gay  male  sexuality  rather 
than  presenting  a  pictureof  lesbian 
youth.  Holsess  here  makes  theassump-     j 
tlon  that  gay  men  have  "created  or 
accepled"  their  gay  scene,  but  lesbians 
have  "established"  theirs  without  the 
useof  "brothel-baths"  and  such.  Fearn  Is   i 
manipulated  Into  commenting  that  gay 
men  "seewholhey  can  have  sex  with  In      | 
the  toilet"  and  that  they  "havea  very 
narrow  rangeof  tolerances"  In  their 
choice  of  partners.  Lesbians  are  "more 
idealistic."  Fearn  herself  told  me  she 
thought  Hot  sess  was  searching  for  anti- 
male  sentiments  while  interviewing  her. 
In  Rick  Bernath's  Interview,  the  central 
theme  which  Hofsess  conveys  Is  the 
implication  that  gay  men  are  Obsessed 
wilh  "chicken,"  that  Is,  men  under 
twenty-one  years  ol  age.  Bernath,  for 
example.  Is  described  as  looking  about 
sixteen,  hence  he  "could  count  on  a 
good  live  years  of  being  in  demand." 

Billy's  Interview  retlects  a  more  posi- 
tive approach  and  less  manipulation  of 
the  material  Billy  is  involved  In  the  only 
gay  relationship  thai  Hofsess  sees  as 
as  authentic  enough  to  apply  the  word 
lover  without  quotation  marks. 

The  article  not  only  distons  the  obser- 
vations of  those  Interviewed,  but  also 
suggests  that  gay  youth  are  "victims"  of 
the  gay  community.  This  is  implied  by  the 
sub-lit  le,  "Cruising  lorTrouble,"  and  by 
the  photo  of  three  punks  (Whitehead, 
Fearn  and  Bernath,  who  were  told  not  to 
smile}  which  accompanies  the  article. 
Gay  youth  are  not  victimized  by  gay 
society.  However,  they  do  haveaneed  for 
enough  autonomy  lo  allow  them  to  learn 
and  tocope  with  the  differences 
between  the  smothering  prejudices  ol 
heterosexlst  society  and  the  unfamiliar 
realm  ot  the  gay  subculture. 

On  the  one  hand,  Hotsess  clearly 
defines  the  harmfulness  of  "hard  line 
prejudices  and  old  laws."  On  the  other, 
he  himself  promotes  the  very 
stereotyping  and  heterosexlsm  that  he 
finds  so  damaging.  He  reduces  the  gay 
'   social  scene  to  a  sensational  melo- 
drama, gay  men  paironizing  orgy  rooms. 
lesbians  hanging  around  bars  in  the  com- 
pany of  dlesel  dykes  with  vicious  dober- 
mans.  Throughout  the  article  Hofsess 
rrakes  gross  generalizations  concerning 
Msy1B7B 


the  gay  politics  and  the  gays  of  the  1950s 

and  60s  The  militant  fags  of  the  60s  are 
described  as  being  "soengrossed  In 
drafting  manltestoes and  the polltlcsot 
rage"  that  they  lorget  the  human  side  of 
iheir  natures.  I!  is  Hofsess whoforgets 
that  wereitnottorthepolltlcalactivism 
of  trie  past  ten  years,  GYT  could  not  exist 
without  being  harassed. 

In  his  concluding  paragraph.  Hotsess 
compliments  GYT.and  gay  youth  in 
general,  for  working  towards  a  future  that 
"includes  a  better  senseot  balance  and 
personal  Integration,  a  happier  disposi- 
tion and  amore  positive  outlook  "But 
the  three  gay  men  Interviewed  appear  so 
dissolute  that  Toronto  Life's  readership 
would  find  It  difficult  to  believe  them 
capable  of  constructing  such  a  future. 

by  Ralph  E  Lesser ._ 


The  Haunted  Host 

Robert  Patrick 
Harbourf  ront  Theatre 
Toronto 

Towards  the  end  olTheHaunted  Host, 
Robert  Patrick's  one-act  play  in  three 
scenes,  a  few  men  wandered  into  the 
noisy  hall  that  Harbourtront  presumes  lo 
call  a  theatre  and  lolned  the  small  audi-       | 
ence  trying  to  concentrate  on  the  pro- 
duction. I  had  already  given  up.  Written  in   j 
1964,  Patrick's  first  play  is  best  lelt  as  a 
"period  piece."  Jay,  Its  central  character,     | 
isa  neurotic  gay  playwright  Increasingly    j 
addicted  to  drugs,  sell-laceration  and 
solitude  since  the  suicide  ot  his  hustler-     I 
lover.  Forced  by  his  best  friend  toac- 
comodate  Frank,  ayoung,  straight  new-     | 
comer  to  G  reenw  I  c  h  V  lllage  who  |  ust 
happens  to  be  a  dead-rlnger  for  Jay's  lost 
love,  Jay  goes  on  an  hysterical  bingeof 
self-pity  and  revenge,  using  Frank  to 
both  Inflame  and  vent  his  anger  and  re- 
morse. Awkwardly  produced  on  a  shoe- 
string budget  and  acted  wltha  self-indul- 
gence bordering  on  panic,  the  play  was 
almost  Impossible  to  take.  Indeed,  until 
Iheolf-shlft  workers  joined  the  audience, 
Iconsldered  leaving. 

But  1  stayed,  and  listened  as  the 
snickers  of  the  late-comers  grew  togut- 
taws  when  Frank  leaves  Jay,  professing 
his  love.  I  wasn't  laughing.  As  I  watched 
Jay  wallow  In  his  final  misery.  I  realized 
the  destructive  Intiuence  of  plays  such 
as  these  on  people  Ignorant  of  con- 
temporary gay  life.  At  the  endol  the  play, 
!  the  late-comers  weren't  laughing  either. 
But  they  no  doubt  were  complacent  in 
thelrsilence:  weren't  these  disturbed 
I  faggots  gelling  what  they  deserved,  after 
all? 

The  irony  of  all  this  is  that  Robert 
!  Patncklsanlnlelllgent.urbanehomo- 
sexual,  obviously  aware  ol  gay  issues 
i  andpolitlcs.ashedemonstratedlna 
I  brief  but  pertinent  telephone  chat  prior 
!  to  the  play's  opening  In  Toronto.  In  tact,  at 
one  point  In  The  Haunted  Host,  Jay  talks 
about  plays  such  as  these,  implying  that 
the  last  thing  we  needaredramas  filled 
with  "depraved  queens  and  innocent 
country -boys."  At  another  point,  of 
course,  he  shows  Frank  the  couch  and 
says:  "This  Isa  bed  —  it  unfolds  intoa 
nightmare." 

Jay's  Ironic  cynicism,  although  some- 
times genuinely  funny,  reinforces  the 
image  of  the  batlle-worn  gay  victim.  This 
might  not  be  so  bad  It  victimization  were 
presented  as  societal  rather  lhan  per- 
sonal. Jay  Is  haunted  by  the  shame  of  his 
complicity  In  his  lover's  death, nolby  the 
societal  oppression  that  turned  him  into 
a  self-hat Ing  neurotic  and  conditioned 
his  behaviour.  Examining  Jay's 
problems,  Patrick  does  nothing  to 
alleviate  the  social  environment  that 
produces  them.  As  social  conditions 
change,  he  damns  not  only  his  charac- 
ters to  anguish  bu  I  his  play  to 
irrelevancy. 

I  asked  Robert  Patrick  If  he  considered 
The  Haunted  Host  a  gay  play.  Hereplled, 
"What's  that?"  and  quipped,  "You  mean, 
does  it  sleep  with  plays  of  the  same 
sex?"  No,  I  don't  mean  that.  I  mean,  does 
it  say  anything  at  all  about  what  It  means 
to  be  gay  and  proud  In  North  America 
today?  Yes,  Mr.  Patrick,!  realize  the 
rhetoric  But  you  more  than  most  must 
admit  that  rheloric  holds  power,  or 
what'saclichetor? 

by  Robert  Wallace.. 


rally  January  14  lor  Utile  more  than  her 
airfare.  She  graced  the  Mnetll  lor  Metro- 
politan Community  Church  on  April  1st. 
She  will,  sha  says,  come  again  later  this 
year  on  e  cross-country  tour.  We  all  My 
lo  her  In  her  own  words,  "Come,  come, 

Boslonien  Mailne  Feldman  has,  for 
ten  years,  taken  her  songs  through 
syndicate  bars,  through  amazon  music 
festivals,  and  nBver  for  much  money.  She 
sun  remains  without  enough  funds  to 
make  a  recording.  When  she  performed 
here  the  second  time,  with  tittle  or  no  ad- 
vertising, a  crowd  of  three  hundred 
jammed  the  Church  Street  Community 
Centre  to  be  moved,  laugh  with  and  be 
Inspired  by  her  music:  "Amazon  women 
rise /Amazon  women  weaving  ralnbowB 
In  theskles/l  am.  and  once  was  called 
Amazon/Now  I  am  called  Lesbian/I 
know  thai  the  matriarchy  ruled  back 
then/Sisters,  the  matriarchy's  gonna 
rule  again." 

She  says  those  words  kicked  her  out 
of  bed  at  3  In  the  morning,  compelling 


before  used.  With  that  magic  music,  she 
compelled  3,000  woman  lo  rise  singing 
to  their  teet  lest  August  In  the  altemoon 
sun.  The  memory  lives  lor  each  ol  us 
who  shared  that  momeni  at  the  Michigan 
Women's  Music  Festival.  Anyone  oul 
there  from  Olivia  Records,  why  wasn't 
that  song  on  the  album  Lesbfen 
Concenlrale?  Mexine.  see  you  soon,  and 
thank  you  for  loving  us. 

byDougslHaggaria 


Paperback  Traffic 


The  Spring  list  brings  a  full  spate  ot 
paper  back  editions  ol  best  sellers  and     , 
not-so-best  sellers.  Alter  a  period  when 
few  of  his  novels  were  available, 
Christopher  Isherwood  Is  prominently      | 
displayed  on  the  bookshelves  again. 
Christopher  and  His  Kind,  the  early 
novels  The  Memorial  and  Prater  Violet, 
and  the  popular  but  hard  to  find  A  Single 
Man  have  all  been  re-Issued  by  Avon. 
John  Cbeever's  prlson-as-metaphor 
novel,  Falconer,  has  been  sprung  In 
paper  by  Ballantlne,  which  Is  also 
bringing  back  Sita,  Kate  Mlllett's 
problematic  record  of  the  end  o(  a  love 
affair.  The  early  and  the  recent  Jane 
Rule  can  be  read  In  paper  this  year 
Desert  of  the  Heart  is  available  from 
Vancouver's  excellent  publishers  Talon- 
books,  and  The  Young  in  One  Another's 
Arms  has  been  Issued  by  Collins'  cheap 
paperback  line,  Totem  Books. 

You  can  catch  Gore  Vldal's  opinions 
on  a  variety  of  topics  In  Vlnlage  paper's 
Matters  ot  Fact  and  Fiction:  Essays 
1973-1976.  Monty,  the  controversial  bio- 
graphy ot  Montgomery  Cllft  by  Robert 
LaGuardla  Is  making  a  bigger  splash  In 
Avon  paper.  The  gay  literary  Journal 
from  San  Francisco,  Gay  Sunshine,  is 
noted  for  its  In-depth  Interviews  with 
gay  writers.  Editor  Winston  Leyland  has 
brought  some  of  them  together  in  Gay 
Sunshine  Interviews  -  Volume  One, 
which  contains  conversations  with 
Allen  Ginsberg,  Tennessee  Williams, 
William  Burroughs,  Christopher 
Isherwood,  Gore  Vldal  and  Jean  Genet. 
Christopher  Street  has  from  the 
beginning  featured  a  feast  of  New 
Yoriter-type  cartoons  with  gay  themes. 
Look  for  the  first  collection  In  book 
form,  And  God  Bless  Uncle  Harry  and 
His  Roommate  Jack,  from  Avon.  The 
sleeper  ot  the  year  appears  to  be  Loving 
Someone  Gay  by  Don  Clark,  now  In  a 
mass  circulation  Signet  paper. 

bvEdJacktonrj 


CD  The  New  Theatre  presents 

A  Prayer 
For  My  Daughter 


"The  play  Is  set  in  a  police  precinct  house  In  New  York 
late  one  night.  Two  police  sergeants  —  Kelly.  In  charge, 
and  his  colleague.  Jack  —  pull  In  a  middle-aged  homo- 
sexual guru  and  his  disciple,  a  young  bisexual  drug  addict 
One  of  Ihem  has  just  murdered  an  old  woman.  .  The  ac- 
complishment Is  impressive.  Mr  Babe  has  evoked  the  at- 
mosphere of  a  police  station  with  much  sureness  and 
vividness. . .  and  has  made  it  lascinating." 

—  Edith  Oliver,  The  New  Yorker 

".  .  .scenes  of  abrasive  confrontation.  The  duel  may  be 
one  of  words,  the  sly  techniques  ot  the  psych-out,  or  blunt 
violence.  All  three  are  present  In  Thomas  Babe's  A  Prayer 
For  My  Daughter." 

—  T.E.  Kalem,  Time 

.two  vulnerable  cops,  two  vulnerable  criminals.  The 
result  is  anything  but  conventional  police  drama." 

—  Herbert  Whit  tax  er.T/ie  Globe  I  Mall 


-  MetGussow,  The  New  York  Times 


by  Thomas  Babe 


directed  by  Martin  Kinch 


Previews  May  4  —  10.  $3,00 
Plays:  Tues.  —  Sun.,  8:45  p.m.;  Sun.  Mat.  3  p.m.,  $4.50/$5.50 


The  Nev»  Theatre 

736  Bathurst  Street  (1  block  south  of  Bloor)  Toronto 

Box  Office  534-TKn 


(TtieOC*rnng  two  bars  Irom 
Beetnovens  Film  Sym 
pflony '"  C  Minor  I 

is  of  Beemoven  s  most 
s  symphony  listed  in  me  current  Schwann  Record  Catalogue 
Which  one  IS  lor  you?  Should  you  Ouy  'fie  lust,  second  or  third  version 
recofOed  Oy  the  great  German  conductor  Herbert  w>n  Karaian''  Or  la  'I 
better  to  add  Toscanmi's  famous  recording  to  your  cotleclton?  And 
new  about  Bruno  Walter-s'oi Otto  memper-  | 
er's?  or  George  Sieirs1  Just  where  does  1 
on©  begirtf  Counterpoint's  Sas/c  Classical 
Record  Uorarv  Guide  provides  the  answer 
C»venng  250  tamojswrjrte&y  nearly  80  dlt-  | 
lereni  composers,  ihis  guide  recommends  | 
at  least  three  versions  ot  eacf>  work  linclud-  | 
ing  one  budget  oesi  buy>  with  a  brie'  com-  [ 
menlaryon  each  Individual  recording  11's  an 
invaiuaole  guide  to  choosing  the  best  re- 
cording' And  because  ihe  guide  has  been  : 
expertly  prepared  (by  Alexander  Inglis  edit- 
or ol  the  new  classical  record  review  loumal.  | 
Counlarpotnll,  you  won  t  waste  another  dot-  > 
lar  on  a  recording  you  don't  want  ' 
you'd  never  bought! 
Send  S2.95  today  tor  your  postage  paid  copy  to.  Counterpoint  Publish- 
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Cappuccino~30  teas-fresh  apple  cider-trappe  -  perrier 


<*> 

c° 

406  Dupont  St 
Toronto  9618341 
Lunch  12.230 
Dinner  6-10  pm 
Closed  Mondays 


^Curry-ratatouille-hummus^eafood  crepes-spanakopitta 


OUR  IMAGE 


Lesbian/women's  literary  magazines,  Part  II 


Not  happy  with  your 
living  arrangements? 

^ """-xj              Looking  for  a  self-contained  room? 

^*j>          Find  thai  apartment  lonely? 

/    \                   Join  one  of  our  gay  "families ' '.' 

w2bt  /5?£r\n 

i  It        \  l/X 

ParliamenlStreet 

Fully  self-contained  bachelorcltes 

Private  bathroom 

Fndge.siovc  and  sink  in  each  unit 

Nine  u  nils  fully  ten  oval  ed 

with  modern  furnishings 

Ai  Wcllesley.  minutes  from  Yonge 

Sianai$40perwcek 

J/     i\\ 

— j4 

Victor  Avenue 

Stove,  fridge  and  sink  ineach  room 

Free  use  of  washer  and  dryer 

Steps  from  Broadview,  iwo  blocks 

nonh  ofGerrard 

lluniis  —  start  at  S30per  week 

Call:  Don  (465-3287),  Ron  (465-8919) 
orDwayne(96J-6800) 

t* 

1 

Last  month  1  devoted  a  column  toa  sur- 
vey of  lesbian  and  women's  magazines, 
hoping  that  the  column  might  cast  some 
light  on  the  wealth  of  material  published 
on  this  continent.  This  month's  column 
continues  the  survey.  It's  not  meant  as  a 
definitive  reading  list,  and  Is  by  no  means 
comprehensive.  Nor  Is  It  acritlcal  review. 
It's  a  small  attempt  to  give  Canadian 
lesbians  a  basic  knowledge  of  who's 
publishing,  what  they're  publishing,  and 
where  It  may  be  obtained,  and  to  dispel 
Ihe  false  belief  lhai  we  live,  and  write, 
'aloneand  rare"  In  a  vacuum  I've  been 
pleasantly  surprised  by  the  enlightened 
consciousness  displayed  by  almost  all 
the  magazines,  and  hope  Canadians  will 
subscribe  to  some  of  them.  Will  be  en- 
lightened. Provoked.  Maybe  even  write 
for  a  few. 

Quest:  b  feminist  quarterly,  ed.  Beverly 
Fisher,  et.  at.  (available  al  $107  y<  from 
Quest,  PO  Box  8843,  Washington,  DC 
20003)  is  one  of  the  most  enlightened 
magazines  available  to  women  today.  It's 
not  a  literary  magazine,  but  one  which 
seeks  to  present  long-term,  In-depth  fem- 
inist pollllcalanalyslsand  ideological 
development.  The  editors  consider  their 
magazine  "a  process  leading  lo  new  di- 
rections for  Ihe  women's  movement, 
possibly  Including  such  concrete  forms 
as  regional  ot  national  conferences, a 
national  organization,  ora  political 
party,"  raiherthan  an  end  in  Itself. 
They're  particularly  Interested  In  lesbian- 
femlnlstanalysisand  theory  —  political 
theory.  The  artlclesa/e  Illuminating  and 
highly  stimulating:  "Prostilutlonas 
Sexual  Politics,"  "Remembering  Who 
We  Are"  (Barbara  Oemlng'squestlonlng 
of  Ihe  Marxist  economlcanalyslsot 
women's  sub|ugallonand  patriarchal 
oppression  in  terms  of  an  "Open  Letter 
toSusanSaxe"  —  tt'sabrllllantanalysls 
of  the  progress  of  Ihe  women's  move- 
ment). "Organizer's  Dialogue"  Is  an 
exciting  new  seel  ion  which  assesses 
why  various  feminist  pro|ecls  have 
succeeded  or  failed,  suggesting  future 
strategies.  All  In  all,  Quest  is  an  exciting, 
much-neededmagazine! 

Calyx;  a  lournat  of  art  and  literature  by 
women,  ed.  Barbara  Baldwin  et  al. 
($5/yr  from  Calyx,  Route  2,  Box  118,  Cor- 
vallls,OR,97330)  isa  literary  magazine 
publishing  essays,  short  fiction, experi- 
mental art  work,  and  women's  poetry. 
While  It's  not  exclusively  a  lesbian 
magazine,  it  has  Included  some  high 
quality  lesbian  writing.  I  particularly 
enjoyed  theartwork  in  the  Oct  '77  issue, 
and  the  poetry  ot  Sharon  Olds.  Nancy 
Steele,  and  Barbara  Baldwin.  Calyx's 
layout  is  aesthetically  pleasing  —  It'sa 
small  glossy  mag.  containing  excellent 
work.  I'd  llkelosee  more  of  It. 

So's  Your  Old  Lady.  ed.  Astrld  Bergte, 
et.  al.  ($1 .25  each,  f  rom3149  Fremont 
Ave  S.  Minneapolis,  MN,  55408)  Isa 
monthly  lesbian  feminist  magazine 
containing  artwork,  short  fiction,  poelry 
and  letters,  all  women-orienled.  It'sa 
new  magazine  struggling  towards 
maturity,  but  one  which  contains  some 
fine  work  indeed  —  although  not 
enough  ol  it.  Catherine  Slitter's  article 
on  Artemisia  Gentlleschi's  paintings 
(Nov  '77)  was  truly  brilliant. (Gentlleschl 
is  a  much  Ignored  Italian  Renaissance 
painter,  perhaps  lesbian.)  Most  of  the 
poems  are  lively,  sensuous  lyrics.  A  fine 
new  magazine,  which  needs  contri- 
butions —  spiritual,  ideological  and 
financial!  Good  beginnings,  here! 

Ught:  a  poetry  review,  ed.  Roberta 
Gould  ($4.50/yr.  from  Box  1105, Stuyve- 
sant  PO,  New  York,  10009)  Is  not  a  review 
at  all,  but  a  "lit  lie  mag"  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  word  —  a  small  press  publication 
publishing  poetry  and  some  translation. 
ButWOWl  the  calibre!  fjgnfno.4 
included  work  by  Olga  Cabral,  Eienl 
Fourtouni.  Barbara  Clark,  Ree 
Dragonette  —  some  of  the  most  exclling 
poe  is  around1  They  have  published 
Barbara  Holland.  Dorothy  Heller,  and 
Others  —  very  fine  work  indeed!  A 
magazine  for  poets,  and  lovers  of  poetry 
In  general.  Truly  fine. 

Woman  Spirit,  ed.  Ruth 


Mounialngrove,  ef.  al.  (S7/yr.  from 
Woman  Spirit ,  Box  263,  Woll  Creek,  OR,      I 
97497)  Is  a  goddess-oriented,  third  world 
publication  attuned  to  earth  cycles, 
seasons,  equinoxes. solstices  They 
publish  only  woman's  material,  and  seek 
locreate  a  culture  safe  f  or  womenand 
other  living  beings.  Feminlsl  articles, 
stories,  artwork,  poetry,  songs,  and 
reviews  make  up  each  Issue.  Content  Is 
not  confined  lo  North  America;  Vol  IV, 
no.  1 3  devotes  several  pages  to  work 
evolving  from  Ihe  Paris  Women  Writer's 
Workshopaswell  as  letters,  poems, 
songs  from  women  In  South  America, 
the  Netherlands,  Japan  and  elsewhere. 
Frankly,  I  didn't  know  Ihe  Inult  name  for 
the  Great  Mother  was  Null  |a|ijl,  (or 
Sedna)  until  I  read  Barbara  Mot's  superb 
longpoem  "Alaskan  Pipeline"  in  Vol.  IV, 
no.14,  and  I  found  both  theknowledge 
and  the  poem  exciting,  as  well  as  Carol 
Robin's  feminist  poem  "Definition ol 
Feminine,"  Good  things  happen  In 
Woman  Spirit.  It's  joyous! 

Lesbian  Connection  (available  free  to 
lesbians  from  Ambitious  Amazons,  PO 
Box  811,  Easl  Lansing,  Ml,  48823)  isa 
newsletter-magazine  reporting  on  news 
events  by  and  about  US  lesbians.  They 
publish  a  few  short  political  articles, 
"how  to"  articles  and  reviews,  and  pro- 
vide an  information  service  for  lesbians 
aMn  to  TBP's  "Community  Page"  but  also 
Including  media  coverage  lists  —  publi- 
cations, discs,  etc.  A  handy  reference 
magazine,  especially  for  the  traveller. 
They  need  donations  to  survive.  Ihough. 

The  Leaping  Lesbian,  ed.  LauraSky 
Brown,  et.  al.  (tree  from,  Box  7715,  Ann 
Arbor.  Ml  48107)  is  now  a  bi-monthly 
gestetner  newsletter-mag,  similar  to 
Lesbian  Connection.  They  publish 
stories,  poems, and  reviews  as  well  as  ar- 
ticles most  ot  which,  however,  are  rele- 
vant to  Canadian  lesbians.  I  found 
several  articles  stimulating,  ihough  not 
as  politically  advanced  as  thoseln 
Quest.  The  poetry's  highly  political,  may- 
be even  polemical.  Not  always  first-rale, 
bull  like  Its  contentiousness.  And  thai  of 
Ihe  magazl  ne  overall. 

The  Second  Wave,  ed.  Catherine  Avrll 
etal.  ($4/yr  from  Box  344,  Cambridge, 
MA,02139)lswhatltssubtillesays,"a 
magazine  of  the  new  feminism."  To  my 
mind,  It's  one  ol  the  best  going.  Maybe 
the  best!  More  readable  than  Quest",  If 
not  more  "scholarly,"  Itsartlcles are 
dynamically  concerned  with  the  struggle 
ol  oppressed  women  f  or  (ustlce(never 
mind  equality)  In  an  unjust  society. 
Catherine  Avril  and  Mara  Math's  cover- 
age of  Yvonne  Wanrow's  trials  was 
superb  (Vol  5,  No.  1):  write  for  this  Issue, 
at  least,  If  not  all  the  others.  Ellen  Bass 
continues  to  publish  good  poetry.. .  their 
review  section  Is  lively.  A  fine,  fine  publi- 
cation! 

Copies  of  Gay  Ltferafur©  are  still  avail- 
able from  Daniel  Curzon,  330 San  Carlos, 
San  Francisco.  CA,  941 10,  at  $2,25  each. 
or6  Issues /$1 2.  SO,  although  they've  un- 
fortunately  ceased  publishing  their 
magazine  of  short  stories,  photos, 
poems,  excerpts  from  novels.  A  pioneer- 
ing effort  amongst  gay  publications,  It  In- 
cluded work  by  someof  the  better 
lesbian  and  gay  male  writers. 

Lesbian  r/tfe($8/yrtrom  Tide  Publi- 
cations, 8825  Cattaraugus  Ave,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  99034)  is  one  of  the  "big" 
lesbian  magazines.  It's  published  bi- 
monthly, and  contains  news,  reviews, 
analysis,  features  and  poetry  written  by 
and  directed  to  lesbian  feminists.  Al- 
though the  advertising  ol  "events"  Is 
geared  10  a  California  audience,  the  arti- 
cles are  as  val  Id  f  or  Canad  lans  as  for  US 
lesbians.  Good  coverage  of  Anita  Bryant 
and  aftermath  —  read  Ions,  demonstra- 
tions in  the  USA,  etc;  good  interviews 
and  light  reading  too.  This  magazine  may 
well  present  Ihe  mosl  comprehensive 
coverage  of  lesbian  acllvilles of  any 
magazine.  Eminently  readable! 

Doubtless  olhergood  things  are 
happening  in  the  publishing  world.  1  shall 
pass  along  my  gleanl  ngs.aa  infor- 
mation/access becomesavallabie 

bv  Judith  Craw*  G 
May  1978 
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Small  press  books 

Foe  every  reader  of  poelry,  tt  seems,  there 
arelen  poets,  and  (or  every  poet,  there 
areten  people  Infaluatedwllhlheldeaof 
being  a  poet.  1  remember  a  lour- man 
poetry  reading  I  attended  alTheGNnes  In 
New  York.  Three  of  the  readers  read  bad 
verse  badly,  engagedlnself-lndulgent 
hlslrlonicsand  seemed  more  Interested 
inprivatejokeswlththelrfriendsthanln 
communication  with  the  audience.  The       , 
evenlngwassaved.though.bythefourth    j 
reader,  Felice  Plcano.  And  whata 
refreshing  change  tie  was! 

His  work  was  unadorned  and  sensual, 
perceptlve.sureof  Itself,  abltwlse-ass 
sometlmes.andverymuchaboutgayllfe    ! 
In  New  York.  II  was  a  good  preview  of  his     I 
book,  rheDe'orm/ryLovera/JdOfner 
Poems,  lust  publishedbyTheSeahorse 
Press  (307  W- 11  St-,  New  York,  N.Y.: 
$2.95). 

Rcano  Is  a  novelist  and  his  poems 
showa  novelist's  eye  for  the  social 
detail,  disturbing  glimpses  of  the  lives  of    j 
others:  a  couple,  bored  wltheach  other       j 
over  afternoon  lea;  a  lamous  poet;  the         . 
mesmerised  boy s ,  young  and  cute. 
'.  dancing,  drenched,  weekend  after 
weekend  In  thedtscos...  And.  ibough 
Rcano  is  not  the  soul-baring  sort,  there 
are  more  personal  poems  here  too.,  .and 
love  poems  tocars,  food,  paintings.  He 
has  the  ability  to  click  Into  place  an 
image  we've  all  thought  of.at  least  fora 
moment,  and  forgotten:  "Thlsshy  knight 
wears  his  helmet  of  hair./clolhed  or 
bare." 

Afew  pieces  are  too  contrived  tobe 
anything  but  moderately  clever  "Your 
love  is  an  artichoke..."  But  most  do  the 
lobwell.  The  Deformity  Lover\s  hand- 
somely presented ,  with  a  knockout  cover 
drawing  by  George  Stavrinos,  who  Illus- 
trated Gay  Source.  It  should  seduce 
some  readers  who  don't  usually  bother 
with  poetry  They'll  get  their 
moneysworth! 

StandUp,  Friend,  With  Meand  Variety 
Pf?of  op/ays.  by  Edward  Field,  are  among 
the  few  books  that  gel  taken  off  my  shel- 
ves often,  and  dipped  Into,  and  I  always 
enjoy  these  casual,  dazzling,  warm, 
sometimes  funny  poems  that  I  suspect 
have  Influenced  as  many  readers,  and 
writers,  as  those  of  Field's  more 
trumpeted  fellow  New  Yorker,  the  late 
Frank  OH  a  ra. 

His  new  book,  A  Full  Heart  ($3.95  from 
Horizon  Press,  156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10010)  Is  jusl  as  rewarding.  Here  are 
tender  poems  aboul  his  Jewish  family 
and  history,  aboul  his  lover,  about  the 
Ancient  Worldfhis  adaptions  of  Cavafy 
are  haunting!),  about  New  York,  and 
London,  and  being  gay.  His  gently  angry 
"The  Two  Orders  of  Love"  seems  almost 
(be  definitive  gay  poem  —  a  bom 
dassicl 

And  even  though  Field's  "Full  heart" 
reveals  that  he  dislikes  the  English  (and  I 
am  English)  and  sentimentalizes  Israel's 
cruel  takeover  of  the  Palestinian  land 
(Including  my  Arab  relatives' 
orang  eg  roves),  I  can't  help  liking  Ed 
anyway;  I  know  his  new  book  will  be  as 
well-thumbed  as  the  others. 

The  Idea  ot  J.E.  Chambertln's  Ripe 
Was  the  Drowsy  Hour  The  Ageot  Oscar 
Wilde  —  to  show  Wilde  and  his  ideas  in 
the  social,  Intellectual  and  aesthetic 
context  of  his  time  —  Isan admirable 
one,  and  Chamberl  I  n,  an  Associate 
Professor  at  the  University  of  Toronto, 
does  make  some  Interesting  and 
May  1078 


Our  enemies 
are  organizing. 


pertinent  connections.  But  Inprovldlng 
Insights  Into  St .  Teresa  and  Darwin, 
Engels  and  Matthew  Arnold,  Chamberlln 
tends  to  lose  sight  of  Oscarin  the 
shuffle  Awor1hwhlleattempt,butnot 
entirely  successful.  The  book  Is  available 
InCanadafrom  McGraw-Hill  Ryerson,  at 
$11.50. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  spate  ol 
books  by  and  about  Allen  Ginsberg 
lately.  His  most  recent  collection  of 
poemsand  songs  is  Mind  Breaths: 
Poems  1972-  J977($3,  City  Lights  Books, 
261  Columbus  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94133).  It's  uneven,  of  course,  as  all 
Ginsberg's  collections  are,  and  the 
poet's  back-cover  notes  are  not 
encouraging,  couched  In  the  mannered, 
awkward-sounding  poetic  convention 
Ginsberg  adopts  for  these  occasions. 
Fortunately,  most  of  the  poems 
j  themselvesescapethls.andafewof 

them  are  among  his  best.  Including 
,  "Mugging"  and  the  long  "Contest  of 
i  Bards." 

Anotheruinsbergltem  Is  AsEver:  The 
I  Collected  Correspondence  ot  Allen 
'   Ginsberg  and  Neal Cassady  ($5.95, 
1   CreatlveArts,633BancrottWay. 
I   Berkeley, CA94710),avita1document In 
1   me  Ginsberg-Kerouac-Beat  Generation 
saga  It  contains  yet  another  version  of 
the  Kerouac-Vldal  encounter  variously 
I   descrlbedbyJacklnTneSubrei-rsneans 
and  by  Gore  In  Two  Sisters.  Here. 
Kerouac  Is  too  drunk  to  get  it  upand  tails 
.  asleepinGore'sbathtub. 
I       For  readers  of  Italian.  Luciano 

Massimo  Consolt'sWre 
|   L'Omosessuallta'  should  be 
!   interesting  —  poems  by  an  Italian  gay 
I  anarchist.  It's  available  from  OMPO,  Via 

de  Monte  Testaccio  45/00153,  Roma, 
,  Italy. 

Finally,  part  of  a  passage  from  James 
Braughton's  latest: 

"O  the  overpowering  joy!  Last  night 
a  more  riotous,  much  holier  exper- 
ience of  the  divine  marriage  than  ever 
before." 

After  my  hymn  to  the  midnight 
moon  In  the  windy  night,  l  lay  passion- 
ateon  my  bed.  I  could  feel  the  enticing 
Venus  within  me.  she  who  Is  the 
consort  of  my  kingdom.  I  could  make 
love  to  her  visible  bloom  till  she 
squirmed  and  stretched  Indellght. 
Then  I  could  be  she  loving  the  king  in 
me,  strong- 1  egged,  lithe,  hot  from  the 
heat  ot  theSun.  With  her  I  could  make 
subtle  love  to  his  manhood,  till  he 
ripened  and  towered  in  desire.  Finally 
II  was  the  royal  pair  In  mutually  ador- 
ing play,  breast  and  phallus  In  equally 
passionate  caress,  souls  separate 
and  together  at  the  same  time. 

But  then,  approaching  thelrecsta- 
tlc conjunction,  I  paused.  I  realized 
this  was  not  meant  for  thelrper- 
sonal  pleasure  or  mine.  I  realized  this 
must  be  a  sacrl  f  Ice.  A  holy  act. . .  an 
eternal  play  of  theopposltes  begun  In 
Eden. 

So  I  lit  a  candleand  held  It  under 
my  phallus  until  It  burned  theflesh. 

Then  I  knelt  In  ardent  homage  as  my 
King  Hermes  and  Queen  Aphrodite 
enacted  the  culmination  of  their  lif  e- 
givlng  ecstasy  for  the  wholenessof 
my  Androgyne. 
If  thlsappeals  to  you  as  anything  other 
than  pompous  bullshit,  you  might  enjoy 
ITie  Androgyne  Jo  u/na'  ($3 .50  f  rom 
Scrimshaw  Press,  6040  Claremont  Ave., 
Oakland,  CA  94618). 

by  Ian  Young  L 


They  want  to  prevent  "sexual  orientation"  from  being  add< 

to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 

They  are  writing  to  members  of  the  legislature  and 

to  various  community  groups  to  win  support  for  their  cause. 

They  have  friends  in  the  media  like  Claire  Hoy. 

And  they  have  just  brought  Anita  Bryant  to  Canada 

to  spread  anti-gay  bigotry. 

They  have  money,  power  and  influence. 

And  they're  using  it. 

The  government  has  received  many  letters  on  the  issue  of  adding  pro 

lection  for  gays  to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 

Four  were  in  favour. 

Over  five  hundred  were  opposed . 

Help  us  to  fight  these  people.  

Help  us  to  obtain  full  rights  for  all  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Send  letters  to. 
Hon.  Bette  Stephenson        Premier  William  Davis 
Minister  of  Labour  Legislature,  Queen's  Park, 

Legislature,  Queen's  Park  Toronto,  Ont. 
Toronto,  Ont. 


I  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  Box  I _S61SUUonPTbronlo1ON 


dad  Day  Bookshop 

4  Collier  Street  at  Yonge 

(second  floor) 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4W 1L7 

is  pleased  to  announce  a  sale  of  selected  titles 
in  celebration  of  our  recent  expansion . 

We've  always  had  the  largest  selection  of  gay 
literature  available  anywhere  —  now  we  have 
enough  room  to  rollerskate,  too.  Come  and  see. 
Weekdays  10  to  6,  Thursdays  and  Fridays  from 
10  to  9. 


t  John's  new  book 

cheerfully  points  out 
1  that  when  it  comes  to 

GETTING  SEX 
I  gay  is  twice  as  good 
1  as  straight. 

An  $8.95  paperback. 

Mail  order  add  50c 
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p  4/VALYSIS  AND  INTERVIEWS 


We  cater  to  your 
party  needs' 


464  Parliament  St 

Toronto,  M5A  3A2 

923-4670 


Cheese  and  gourmet  foods  •  Coffee  •  Tea 
Party  trays  •  Gift  baskets  •  Culinary  accessories 


THE 
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IE  SC  A  IP  IE 


Allan  Blue,  General  Manager  of  The  Great  Escape,  lakes  pleasure  in  announcing  the 
appointment  of  Bon  Beck  as  Executive  Chef.  Mr.  Beck,  formerly  of  the  Grange  Court 
Restaurant  at  Ihe  Art  Gallery  of  Ontario,  has  fourteen  years  experience  in  the  culinary 
arts.  He  is  immediately  instituting  an  exciting  new  "A  la  Carte"  menu  while  still  retain- 
ing the  popular  "set  price"  menu  as  well.  Daily  luncheons  will  also  be  served  along 
with  a  Champagne  Sunday  Brunch  in  summer  and  light  meals  will  be  offered  evenings 
in  "The  Scottie  Dog  Dining  Lounge." 

OPEN  NOON  TO  TWO 

AND  SIX  TO  TWELVE 

MONDAY  TO  SATURDAY 


690-4476 
1971  QUEEN  ST.  EAST 


TORONTO 


jDear  John. 

|  Ijua  read  In  this  Issue's  newsthat  Project 

■  Pledgecjrdt^salreadyrai&edhallihemooeyyoor 
_    legal  defense  will  need  In  the  12  months  before 

■  your  trial. 
I        ladnilreyourlongflgrrtfcwretnstatemefttand 

I  fm  ready  to  put  my  money  wherel  think  our  rights 

|  should  be. 
j        D  Please  have  the  Defense  Committee  sand 

■  ma  a  Pledgecard  and  further  Information. 
.        □  rmendcslngacreque,oM2postdated 

5    cheques,  to  helpthe  Project  reach  Its  goal. 

This  Is  one  "Dear  John"  latter  1  hope  you 

■  won't  mind  receiving. 


■fcn  or  rwrd  nrts  Aay  device  lord  lo 
ir  coatrrri  a  pnxen.  <rr.  t.>  To  check. 
lo  keep  track  of.  lo  KniUalxe.  lo 


a.) 


Anita  Bryant's  anti-gay  Initiative  that 
began  in  Miami  has  travelled,  with 
success,  to  St  Paul,  where  gay  rights 
were  repealed  In  a  city  referendum. 
Playboy  talked  to  North  America's  anti- 
homosexual  superstar  In  its  May  Issue. 
Bryant  Is  questioned  by  Interviewer 
Ken  Kelley  on  a  wide  range  of  topics, 
from  the  corn  mash  that  saved  her  life 
at  birth,  to  her  life  as  the  wife  of  Bob 
Green  and  mother  of  his  children.  With 
amazingly  unsophisticated  candor,  she 
reveals  her  total  submission  to  the  will 
of  God  since  the  age  of  eight  and  her 
firm  belief  in  the  absolute  truth  of  a 
book  (the  Bible)  lhal  she  has  never 
even  read  from  cover  to  cover. 

She  Is,  of  course,  questioned  on  her 
anti-homosexual  polllics.  Her  Inconsis- 
tencies, her  pandering  to  old-fashioned 
values,  her  fundamental  conservatism. 
emerge  again  and  again  In  this  unflat- 
tering portrait.  Her  anti-Intellectual 
rhetoric,  with  Its  reliance  on  convenient 
half-truths  and  references  to  the 
spread  of  disease  in  American  society 
could,  with  lust  a  little  development, 
become  the  foundation  of  a  fascist 
Ideology. 

Kelley  makes  disturbing  attempts  to 
deny  Bryant's  politics  by  seeing  her 
crusade  as  a  purely  personal  fight  on  a 
strictly  religious  Issue,  a  psychological 
phenomenon  rather  than  a  social  one. 


A  recent  feature  In  Newsweek  on  "The 
Second  Sex"  (male  models,  that  Is) 
tells  us  that  "some  models  estimate 
that  as  many  as  80  per  cenl  of  New 
York's  male  models  are  gay."  (We'd 
already  suspected  that.)  Newsweek 
describes  the  range  of  Images  now 
used  to  sell  everything  from  Head  'n 
Shoulders  to  tequila:  "sultry  sunken 
cheeked,"  "tweedy  middle-aged," 
"mean  and  macho"  and  "all -American." 
Guess  which  one  Steve  Runnalls 
(below)  Illustrates. 


I. 

22/ Body  Politic 


The  United  Church  of  Canada  Is  also 
propping  up  the  family  al  the  expense 
of  homosexual  sex,  pointing  out  In  a 
March  editorial  In  Its  magazine,  the 
Observer,  that  "the  Ideal  for  the 
Christian  is  fidelity  In  marrlge  and  celi- 
bacy without."  The  editorial  presenls 
this  liberal  Church's  dilemma.  While 
actively  opposing  discrimination 
against  gay  people,  the  Church 
condemns  "copulation  or  other  phy- 
sical acls  that  homosexuals  discover 
or  invent,"  as  well  as  the  ordination  of 
gay  clergy. 
Are  they  for  us  or  against  us? 

Craig  Russell  continued.  This  month  II 
was  two  lull-colour  glossy  spreads 
(Toronto  Life  and  Macleans)  following 
his  recent  Canadian  appearances.  In 
Macleans  Russell  tells  us,  "I  was  a 
homosexual  once,..  But  I've  had  more 
fun  wlih  women  than  with  men." 


Waal  Coast  Review  of  Books  |usl  ran 
a  cover  article  on  "The  War  Against  the 
•Gays'."  Writer  Dorothy  H  flochmls  re- 
viewed nine  new  books,  from  The  Anita 
Bryant  Story  \o  The  Homosexuals. 
Goodlshly  liberal.  Rochmls  Is  appalled 
by  Bryant  and  other  evangelicals,  and 
praises  Morton  Hunt's  Gay;  Wnaf  You 
Should  Know  About  Homosexuality. 
She  feels  obliged  to  come  out  as 
straight  while  thumbing  her  nose  at 
Charles  Silversteln's  A  Family  Matter, 
and  makes  It  clear  by  praising  A  L 
Bowse's  recent  grab  bag  of  erroneous 
notes  on  famous  fags  In  history:  "A 
volume  that  will  give  credence  to  the 
gay  state."  Most  of  one  page  has  the 
tackiest  imaginable  drawing  of  Michel- 
angelo (we  presume)  sculpting  David 
(we  presume).  Why  Is  the  new 
acceptance  so  full  of  the  old  saws? 

In  the  March-April  Chelsea  Journal, 
Dignity  Chaplain  Falher  Tim  Ryan  does 
a  familiar  dance  through  Catholic 
theology,  looking  for  information  to  re 
assure  gay  Catholics  thai  Ihe  Church  Is 
OK  This  positive  article  was  a  response 
to  "Homosexuality.  The  Gay  Drive  for 
Acceptance;  The  Views  of  an  Oppon- 
ent." The  editors  of  this  homophobic 
mag  couldn't  allow  a  progay  piece  lo 
stand  on  Its  own.  They  counterpose  It 
with  some  now  familiar  clap-trap  from 
four  Catholic  theologians.  Savour  this 
sample:  "The  marriage  act  does  fullllll 
the  purpose  and  end  of  human  nature 
seeking  to  express  love.  It  does  this  In  a 
most  complete  way  by  developing  both 
mutual  love  and  support  and  a  fruitful 
(sic)  family  life.  The  Ihree  homosexual 
acts  above  ('oral  sex,  anal  Intercourse 
and  mutual  stimulation')  are  not 
appropriate  to  the  expression  of  human 
love." 

The  cover  ol  West  Coast  Review  shows 
a  woman  carrying  a  sign  that  reads 
"Gay  Lib,"  a  visual  equivalent  to  the 
quotation  marks  around  the  word 
"Gay"  in  Rochmis's  title.  This  kind  of 
Irresponsible  design  also  infects  the 
cover  of  a  much  more  serious  pub- 
lication, The  Humanist,  which  asks  on 
Its  March/ April  cover.  "Homosexuality: 
a  Disease?"  We  cannot  find  a  single 
sentence,  among  the  thirteen  articles 
Inside  which  are  discussing  "Frontiers 
of  Sex  Research,"  that  even  suggests 
that  you-know-what  is  a  disease,  but  It 
sells  on  the  newsstands. 

The  articles  are  short  versions  of 
essays  to  appear  later  this  year  In  book 
form.  They  give  a  line  sampling  ol 
current  Issues  In  gay  research.  Vern 
Bullough,  John  Money,  and  Bonnie 
Bui  lough  are  among  the  contributors. 
They  touch  on  just  about  every  Issue 
bui  one.  And  there's  the  tale  of  the 
sociologists  /psychologists/gall  wasp- 
watchers/  ef  al  who  keep  churning  It 
out  about  us.  They  understand 
repression  bui  nol  oppression.  Even  If 
we  are  Interested  In  Ihelr  work,  even  If 
we  quote  them  when  dealing  with 
legislators,  we  cannoi  for  a  moment  let 
ihelr  aulhorlty  as  researchers  usurp  our 
authority  as  gays. 

One  article  on  transsexual  surgery 
needs  to  be  queslioned  mercilessly  by 
anyone  who  thinks  thai  "shock 
Iherapy"  is  Ihe  latest  form  of  medical 
cruelty  to  people.  G 
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What  are 
we  all  doing? 

Words  and  images  by  Gerald  Hannon 

Nobody  else  has  to  ask  that  question  —  the  social 
universe  is  still  comfortably  Ptolemaic  and  Straight  Man  is 
the  earth  at  the  centre;  the  whole  thing  very  nice  to  tinker 
with,  very  nice  to  inhabit  when  you  know  your  place  in  the 
whole  revolving  scheme,  when  you  know  what  you're  doing. 
We  don't.  Gay  people  wander  through  the  system  like  some 
errant  planet  —  frightening  when  observed,  even  to  our- 
selves; frightened  by  what  we  aren't. 

We  used  to  surface  in  the  comic  book  of  life  —  the  running 
joke  in  the  lower  right-hand  corner.  Two  dimensions  was  the 
whole  thing  —  what  you  saw  was  what  you  got. 

It's  not  quite  like  that  anymore.  Some  of  the  shadows  in 
that  twilight  world  are  talking  back. 

What  are  we  doing? 

What  are  Richard  and  Donald  doing? 

Richard  and  Donald  are  a  homosexual  couple.  Is  that 
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romance?  Yes  —  ihey  met  very  early  one  brilliant  July 
morning,  three  years  ago,  on  a  mixed  outing  to  Ward's  Island, 
neither  knowing  the  other  was  gay  until  they  walked  out  into 
Lake  Ontario  together  to  take  a  piss.  We  need  the  simple 
emotional  satisfactions  of  that  romantic  picture;  we  have 
been  denied  even  the  banal.  We  also  need  to  know  there  was 
no  long  courtship,  no  passionate  glances  fueling  a  love 
yearning  for  consummation  —  "1  took  him  into  the  bushes 
and  sucked  him  off,"  says  Donald,  and  that  is,  I  think,  not  the 
straight  world's  romance  —  which  is  mostly  frustration 
rendered  picturesque  —  but  it  is  certainly  ours. 

Donald,  lying  in  the  warm  sand  of  Ward's  Island,  was  26 
and  at  the  end  of  a  5-year  marriage  to  a  woman;  Richard  was 
34  with  more  than  one  gay  relationship  in  his  past,  a  man 
who  almost  married  in  his  native  Germany  but  whose 
gayness  was  insistent  enough  to  lead  him  out  of  that 
relationship,  out  of  Europe,  into  America  where  it  happened. 

Where  it's  happening. 

Where  Richard  lives  with  Donald  in  a  modestly  trendy 
rented  house  in  Riverdale,  next  door  to  a  nice  woman  who 
bakes  them  apple  pies  in  exchange  for  having  her  storm 


windows  taken  care  of  each  fall  and  spring,  and  who  doubt- 
less thinks  they  are  very  nice  boys  indeed,  and  who  is  doubt- 
less unaware  that  both  of  them  love  having  sex  in  her 
favourite  park,  which  she  probably  wouldn't  think  was  very 
nice  at  all. 

"It's  ridiculous  to  expect  gay  men  to  be  monogamous," 
says  Donald.  "I  used  to  go  to  the  baths  fairly  often,"  adds 
Richard  —  "at  least,  I  did  as  long  as  they  were  showing 
pornographic  movies.  But  they've  stopped.  So  I  don't  go  so 
much  any  more." 

It  was  understood  from  the  beginning  that  this  would  not 
be  one  of  those  "faithful  unto  death"  relationships;  as 
Ouentin  Crisp  put  it,  gay  people  have  "escaped  forever  from 
the  damp,  dark  prison  of  eternal  love."  Once  outside  the 
walls,  you  discover  there's  a  lot  of  fun  to  be  had;  that  CR  sex 
(that's  Casual/Recreational  kids)  doesn't  necessarily  threaten 
a  relationship  —  but  there  are  still  uncertainties. 

"Casual  encounters  or  outside  relationships  that  involve 
more  than  meeting  new  people  or  the  fun  of  some  good  sex 
could  definitely  create  some  problems,"  says  Donald.  In 
theory,  it  doesn't  seem  impossible  for  either  of  us  to  have  a 
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relationship  outside  of  this  one  that  would  be  fairly  deep  ■  or 
at  least  more  than  a  casual  encounter." 

That's  not  the  hardest  thing.  I  asked  Donald  and  Richard 
what  was  most  difficult  about  being  a  gay  couple  in  Toronto 

"Being  a  gay  couple  lacks  a  context."  said  Richard. 
■Straight  people  are  embedded  in  society;  they  have  all  kinds 
of  social  supports  -  there  appears  to  be  very  little  gay  com- 
munity in  this  city  right  now.  In  some  ways  that  s  very 
exciting  —  we  have  to  arrange  and  discover  everything  for  our- 
selves But  it  can  also  be  disquieting  and  painful." 

Donald-  "I'm  a  teacher,  and  I  work  in  an  extremely  sexist 
environment.  It's  worse  than  most  schools.  And  it's  totally 
impossible  to  involve  Richard  in  any  aspect  of  my  social  lite 
as  it  relates  to  the  school.  It's  impossible  for  me  to  be  full-tilt 
open  about  being  gay  to  the  institution  at  large,  only  to  a  tew 
people  I  work  with.  It's  hard  when  all  kinds  of  truths  about 
yourself  have  to  stop  at  the  school  door." 

That's  hard.  And  what's  good?  Donald  was  married  for  five 
years-  he  remembers  what  being  a  couple  meant  and  he 
knows  what  being  part  of  a  gay  couple  means  and  he  feels 


there  is  a  difference:  "People  just  relate  to  us  much  less  as  a 
couple  When  you're  in  a  straight  marriage  you're  the 
Joneses  or  the  Smiths  and  everybody  treats  you  like  a 
package  To  some  extent  that's  true  in  a  gay  context 
too  -  but  much  less  so.  We  get  treated  as  Donald  and 
Richard  -  much  more  as  individuals.  We  both  have  friends 
who  don't  feel  obliged  to  relate  to  our  'other  half,'  and  I  think 
that's  healthy." 

What  are  we  all  doing?  Some  of  our  lives,  many  times  over, 
is  the  sum  of  our  lives.  And  what  I  thrill  to  in  these  bits  and 
pieces  we  discover  is  not  where  we  intersect  with  the  uni- 
verse in  which  we  are  embedded  —  not  where  we  find  com- 
fortable town  houses,  and  settle  down,  and  help  the  neigh- 
bours, and  find  good  jobs. . .  as  much  as  these  are  necessary, 
even  as  a  haven  What  thrills  is  what  crackles  beneath  it 
all  —  the  couples  who  look  like  couples  who  prowl  the  bars 
and  baths  and  don't  set  up  house  by  deciding  who's  going  to 
do  the  cooking  and  cleaning,  and  who  gets  to  slug  it  out  in 
Real  Life  where  you  earn  a  living.  What  thrills  is  where  we 
question,  with  our  lives,  all  of  the  accepted  truths  about 
'making  a  life  together.'  Even  very  modest  questions  some- 


times find  an  answer. 

When  Ezra  Pound  sent  his  poems  into  the  world,  he  told 
them  what  to  expect.  He  also  told  them  how  to  act: 

"But,  above  all,  go  to  practical  people  — 
go!  jangle  their  door  bells! 

Say  that  you  do  no  work 

and  that  you  will  live  forever." 

If  we  can  be  disruptive  social  poets  with  our  lives  (I  think 
we  already  jangle  more  than  their  door  bells!),  we  can  go  to 
practical  people,  practical  men  who  have  married  practical 
women  to  raise  practical  children  for  a  practical  world  and-we 
can  say,  "Not  only  are  we  going  to  live  forever.  We  are  not 
going  to  live  like  you."D 
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•Charters  to  Europe  for  spring  and  summer 

■  Ten  day  Greek  Island  cruises  —  $450  US 


First  Bi-National  Gay  Youth  Conference 


"WeAre 
The  Children!!!" 

Gay  Youlh  of  Montreal  and  Gay 
Youth  Toronto  invite  gays  under 
25  —  Individuals  and  groups  —  to 
attend  a  conference  to  be  held  on 
Victoria  Day  Weekend  -  May  20-22. 
ft  is  time  lo  work  on  many  issues: 
Forming  a  Bi-National  Coalition  of 
Gay  Youth,  Gay  Youth  and  the  Bar 
Scene,  Youth  liberation  —  Age  of 
Consent,  etc.  etc.  etc. 
Billeting  Provided 
Lots  of  Social  Activities. 
Even  a  Demonstration. 
For  further  Inlo,  contact: 
Gay  Youth  Toronto 
29 Gtanby  Street, 
floomNo  30i, 
Toronto,  Ontario  1416]  366-5664 


Private  Money 


Some  half-baked  thoughts;  finish  them 
as  you  will. 

0.  went  to  a  fabulous  party  on  Fire  Is- 
land last  summer.  Gold  lame  jumpsuits 
shimmered  ottyachts  —  not 
motorboats  or  even  cablncruisers,  dear. 
yachts — lo  cruise  among  and  comment 
on  dashlhls  from  Kenya,  silk  shirts  from 
what's-her-name  In  New  Orleans,  halrby 
somedreadful  tyrant  In  the  upper 
fifties—  that'sstreets.nolyears.you 
silly  cow  —  prime  red-brandbeef 
sweating  olf  pounds  under  leather, 
reviving  to  snorts  of  coke  I  Ike  smelling 
salts  after  the  vapours,  slurping  gallons 
ofthlsand  that,  sucking  mangoes,  oh  Is 
there  any  place  left  in  Ihe  world  that's 
truly  primitive,  let's  do  brunch  or 
something,  drifting  on  IntoSunday. 
Another  wave  sighs  up  the  black  Atlantic 
beach,  and  the  stars  come  out. 

Our  enemies  can  make  theignorant 
shiver  with  horror  and  Indignation  by 
banging  repeatedly  Into  their  poor  heads 
thegrim  prospect  of  what  they  call  homo- 
sexual "clout."  They  paint  us  asa 
"powerful  pressure  group,"  "well- 
financed,"  "as  vlablea  pressure  group  as 
theenvlronmentallsts."  (Not  the  most 
fortunate  comparison;  environment  Is 
definitely  not  on  the  way  up  asapopular 
Issue,  unless  you  mean  the  new 
$40,000,000  Allslalr  P.  Graft  Memorial 
Asoolurf  Parkette  the  size  of  acompact 
Cadillac  indowntownWherever.)Of 
coirse  such  accusations  area  tactic  as 
old  as  "democracy":  It's  Protocols-of- 
the-Elders-of-Zion  FLO-apprehended- 
Insurectlon  Doctors'-Plot  stuff.  What 
they're  really  saying  is:  these  people 
might  become  powerful  If  we  don't  nip 
them  in  the  bud.  With  that  I  can't  argue;  if 
theydon'tnlpusinthebudwemlght 
become  powerful.  We  Just  might, 

Orlf  ihey  don't  nip  us  In  the  bars.  When 
theantl-Anlta-Bryant-Cru  sade  march 
passed  In  January  the  heterosexual 
management  of  the  Parkside,aToron to 
drink-tank  lor  Gay  men,  locked  Itsdoors. 
Were  they  trying  to  keep  us  out,  keep  us 
In.orslmplytokeepusspllt? 

After  trying  for  years  to  get  rid  of 
women  by  harassing  them,  by  ejecting 
them  (or  wearing  leans  ((or  men  anything 
Oof  Is  sniggered  at;  without  us  Levl- 
Strauss  would  be  this  little  blue  jean 
factory  In  San  Francisco,  our  clout  has 
madelt  bigger  than  General  Motors),  by 
pushing  them  around  and  slccing  the  po- 
lice on  them,  another  local  tunspol  has 
finally  succeeded .  Women  are  too 
independent  and  they  don't  spend 
enough.  Men  Just  drink  and  cruise,  like 
we're  supposed  to.  The  customer  Is 
always  right.  Outside  another  place,  a 
sign  on  the  wall:  "We  have  asked  police 
to  remove  loiterers."  That's  us.  You  want 
fresh  air?  Buyafarm. 

Next  time  you're  Inyour  favourtte  dive, 
compare  (or  a  minute  what  you're  getting 
for  your  dollar  against  what  they're 
getting  for  your  dollar.  I'll  bet  It  goes  fur- 
ther for  them:  they  pay  olf  the  sanitary, 
fire,  safety  and  liquor  Inspectors  and  buy 
protection  from  whoever's  selling  It 
(protection  for  them,  not  us).  Then  they 
have  enough  left  over  to  support  their 
favourite  tax -deductible  candidate,  party 
or  reborn  bigot,  whose  Job  it  Is  to  keep  us 
offthestreetsandlnthebars.  My  beer 
money  turns  Into  Renaissance 
International's  god  money  faster  than 
you  can  say  Miracle  or  Maatercharge. 
And  you  have  to  grant  theblgotsat  least 
this:  they're  very  sensible  wllh  our 
money.  How  many  times  over  could  we, 
tromthe  profits  of  one  night's  beer  and 
poppers  in  one  busy  bar,  rent  the  kind  of 
halls  Ihe  Bryant  Klanrentson  thelrbring- 
thedegenerates-to-god-or-to-Jail  tours? 
How  many  Gay  causes  and  adventures 
could  we  f  I  nance?  What  we  get  for  our 
dollar  goes  up  our  nose;  what  they  get 
forges  another  chain-link. 

Speaking  of  chains,  here'sa  neat  one. 
Eaton's  department store(  "the Eaton's 
(deals all  about  you")  Is  the  largest  ad- 
verOserlnthe  TcronfoSu/i.TheSon 
finances  and  spreads  the  anti-Gay 
(among  otherantl's)  venom  of  such  as 
Peter  Worthlngton.McKenziePorterand 


Claire  Hoy.  Look  ai  it  another  way:  these 
employees  do  whal  their  employer 
requires  of  them,  ihey  dispense  to 
people  who  like  paying  tor  their  dally 
dose  of  lowest -common-denominator 
poison.  And  Ihe  Sun,  where  Freedom  of 
the  Press  is  only  operative  as  long  as  II 
doesn't  Inhibit  Free  Enterprise,  does 
exactly  whal  Its  major  advertisers  want, 
It  maintains  a  cllmaleof  frustration  and 
anxiety  (or  which  the  panacea  Is  pushed 
relentlessly:  work  and  consume.  It 
doesn't  help  but  we  keep  buying  n.  Clout. 
Harvey  Milk,  Gay  city  councillor  inSan 
Francisco:  "The  Gay  peopteknow  not  to 
buy  from  a  bigot.  If  we  have  to  walk  a  little 
farther,  we  will."  Why  the  hell  then  do  we 
find  Florida  citrus  products  in  so  many 
Radical  Lesbian  and  MllltantGay  homes? 
AB  accuses  us  leartully  and  withal  most 
majestic  hypocrisy  of  trying  lo  deprive 
her  of  her  natural  American  right,  her 
Income.  Why  In  thename  of  Clout  are  we 
not  doing  so,  at  least  our  10-15%  of  It? 
Friend  says  gently  I'm  "moralistic" 
about  these  things.  Am  I?  At  the  height  of 
Ihe  war  against  the  French  colonists  the 
Algerian  liberation  tront  shot  some  ollts 
ownpeople  caught  disobeying  an  absol- 
ute embargo  on  drugs  and  prostitution. 
Morals  had  nothing  todo  with  it,  they 
were  flghllng  for  their  lives.  We  aren't?  I 
don't  think  my  feeling  Is  moral,  It's 
political,  social  and  esthetic.  I  hate  the 
"ghetto"  that  pretends  tobeours 
because  In  it  are  so  many  people  I  want  to 
be  loving,  and  these  are  among  the  last 
places  on  earth  where  I  am  able  to  love 
them.  Adapt,  say  the  owners.  Like  the 
mole,  who  has  gone  blind. 

Isearchforslgns  of  our  vaunted  clout 
in  the  popular  cult  ure.  Please  god,  a  sign, 
[usta  little  one.  Marcello  Mastrolannl 
being  escorted  oft  quietly  to 
concentration  camping  Spec/at  Day,  .7 
Charles  Aznavour  singing  mistily  of 
cognac  and  sympathy?  Where  are  the 
male  versions  of  MaxIneFeldman.Crls 
Williamson,  Allx  Oobkln,  lesbians 
rousing  women  with  fighting  loving 
songs?  Would  we  laugh  them  off  the 
stage  with  chorusesof  Brlng-on-lhe- 
Donna-Summers-lmltallons?On 
television  you  might  say  we're  making 
progress:  now  instead  of  laughing  at  us 
the  program  manufacturers  laugh  with 
us.  But  can  one  hope  for  more  fromama- 
chlne  that  turns  Nazi  genocide  intosoap 
opera  (The  Holocaust}? 

Haveyouseen  Looking  for  Mr. 
Goodbart  in  It  a  woman  who  llkessex 
and  goes  after  it  is  hacked  to  pieces  by  a 
psychotic  homosexual  hustler  who's 
tried  and  failed  louse  her  as  an  escape 
fromhisown  repulsive  sexuality.  The 
movie  Is  violently  antl-woman.antl-Gay, 
antJ-sexual,  antl-f  reedom-of-any-klnd, 
profoundly  anil-human.  The  movie  is  also 
a  big  Mil  And  every  ticket  sold  goes 
straight  to  the  Hollywood  head.  Yes, 
they're  crowing  to  each  other,  we  did  the 
right  thing,  they  bought  it  and  they  want 
more  of  It!  Clout. 

An  alarming  number  of  otherwise 
sensible  Gay  peopleseem  to  be  Jumping 
on  the  1950's  nostalgia  bandwagon. 
Thai's  ihe  machine  that's  dredging  up  or 
reconstituting  the  grease  and  gutter  of 
the  late  unlamented  Dark  Ages. 
Remember?  In  the  U.S.  two  Jews  were 
sentenced  to  deathas  traitors.  The  ideal 
woman  was  somewhere  between 
Marilyn  Monroeand  Annette  Funlcello; 
the  ideal  man  somewhere  between  Sen, 
Joseph  McCarthy  (look  at  all  the  current 
pretenders  to  his  thronejand  the  former 
Richard  Nixon.  Gay  men  were  being 
rounded  up  in  Boise,  Idaho.  Andlynched 
elsewhere;  wedldn't  even  know  It 
because  —  well  —  that  was  Lite. On  the 
surface  It  was  a  tlmeof  standing  still,  un- 
derneath a  time  of  reversion,  repression, 
regression,  undoing,  destruction. 
closing, nipping  in  thebud.Forthls  we're 
nostalgic?  Is  It  paranoid  to  see  (he  mar- 
keting of  50s  nostalgia  not  Just  as  good 
box  of  f  l  ce  but  al  so  as  a  softening 
process,  a  lulling  back  Into  the  same 
swamp  of  deathly  stillness? 
Gout  You  can  see  the  problem 

by  Michael  Rlordon 
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One  Magazine 
and  the  US  Supreme  Court 


Obscenity  flashback  No.  1 


Theuse  of  obscenity  statutesto  stifle 
the  distribution  ot  Information  has  a  long 
and  infamous  history.  The  trial on 
charges  of  possession  and  mailing  ot 
obscene  material  whlchThe  Body  Politic 
feces  should  be  seen  as  merely  the  latest 
confrontation  ot  the  legal  system  with 
the  public's  right  to  wad,  write  and dls- 
tribute  An  Investigation  ot  some  of  the 
landmark  obscenity  trials  in  England  and 
North  America  in  the  recent  past  leaves 
one  with  a  bewildering  sense  ot  the  con- 
stantly shitting  definitions  ot  obscenity, 
the  impossible  tangle  ot  legal  argu- 
ments, and  the  political  agenda 
frequently  hidden  behind  the  selective 
application  ot  the  laws.  Beginning  with 
the  current  Issue,  JBP  will  focus  from 
time  to  time  on  one  ot  these  obscenity 
trials  lo  reveal  its  parallels  w/fnThe  Body 
Politic  case. 

The  oldest  Homosexual  organization  still 
insistence  In  the  US  Is  One,  Incor- 
porated, tounded  in  Los  Angeles  In  1952. 
From  ihe  outset  trie  organlzat  ion  con- 
centrated most  of  Its  energleson  the  pro- 
duction o!  a  monthly  magazine, also 
called  One.  it  was  to  become  the  first 
major  American  homophlle  movement 
publication.  Now  defunct,  the  magazine 
remains  an  Important  source  of  Infor- 
mation about  this  period  of  gay 
resistance. 

On  October  1954,  Ihe  entire  Issue  of 
One  Magazine  was  withheld  Irom 
mailing  by  the  local  postmaster  because 
It  was  "obscene,  lewd,  lascivlousand 
flllhy."Theensulng  legal  battle  was  to 
continue  lor  over  lour  years  before  Ihe 
decision  was  finally  overturned  In  the  US 
Supreme  Court.  The  first  hint  of  trouble 
had  come  a  year  earl  ler  when  the 
September  1953  Issue  of  Ihe  magazine 
was  also  heldupfor  Inspection  —  but 
this  time  for  only  two  weeks.  In  Ihe  wake 
of  Ihls  Incident.  One's  legal  counsel  was 
ashed  to  explain  to  readers  what  could  or 
could  not  be  printed  In  Ihe  magazine,  and 
the  featured  article  appeared,  Ironically, 
In  Ihe  October  1954  issue  [see 
accompanying  photo). 

Bui  It  was  noi  Ihls  feature,  ot  course, 
which  llgured  prominently  In  laler  court 
arguments.  Instead,  thecase  seemed  to 
hinge  on  two  other  articles,  one  a  piece 
of  fiction  called  "Sappho  Remembered"; 
and  the  other  a  sat  Irical  poem,  "'Lord 
Samuel  and  Lord  Montague."  Theshort 
story  deal  t  with  the  relationship  of  two 
lesbians;  Ihe  tact  that  one  kisses  the 


otherwasacentral  point  In  thesubse- 
quent  legal  uproar.  The  eplsodeis  des- 
cribed in  the  most  restrained  manner 
imaginable: "...  Pavla  tossed  her  coat  on 
achalrand  genily  drew  the  girl  toher." 
The  poem  is  a  rat  her  harmless  and 
amusing  pieceof  doggerel  which  con- 
tains lines  like  the  following: 
Lord  Samuel  Is  a  legal  peer 
(While  real  are  Monly'scurls!) 
Some  peers  are  seers  but  some 

are  queers 
And  some  boys  WILL  be  girls. 
Following  the  action  of  the  post- 
master. One  immediately  Initiated 
May  1978 


appeal  proceedings.  The  matter  eventu- 
ally found  Its  way  to  the  US  District  Court 
In  Southern  California,  where  the  |udge 
summarily  upheld  the  postal 
classification  of  the  magazine  as 
"unmailable."  In  late  1956,  One  next 
argued  Its  case  before  the  US  Court  of 
Appeals,  but  the  A  p  pel  I  ate  Judges  also 
found  that  the  earlier  decl  slon  was 
correct  and  refused  toovertum  It. 

The  judges'  decision  concluded  that 
"the  magazl  ne,  by  reason  of  the  articles 
referred  to,  has  a  primary  purpose  ot 
exciting  lust,  lewd  and  lascivious 
thought  s  and  sensual  desires  in  the 
minds  of  the  persons  reading  It. 
Moreover,  such  articles  are  morally 
depraved  and  debaslng.They  are  suffi- 
cient to  label  ihe  magazlneas  a  whole, 
obscene  and  (lit  hy."  The  lesbian  story 
was  "nothing  more  than  cheap  porno- 
graphy calculated  to  promote 
lesbianism"  and  the  poem  was  "dirty, 
vulgar  and  offensive  to  the  moral  sense. " 
AllhoughtheCourtclalmedtobe  con- 
cerned only  with  Ihe  proper  application 
of  an  everyday  postal  regulation,  the  pre- 
judicial language  sprinkled  throughout 
tellsanother  story.  Homosexuals  are 
referred  toas  "a  hardened  or  weakened 
minority"  and,  by  Implication,  as 
"society's  dregs"  and  "moral 
delinquents"  quite  unlike  the"great 
masses  who  trade  Ideas  and  Information 
In  the  honest  money  of  decency." 

The  Appellate  Court  found  it  Impos- 
sible to  judge  phrases,  passages  and  situ- 
ations In  ihe  homophlle  press  on  a  parity 
with  similar  ones  In  the  straight  press.  In 
effect,  II  said  lhat  certain  passages  were 
■obscene  and  f  lilhy,"  not  In  and  of  them- 
selves (if  lhat  were  possible  anyway),  but 
because  homosexuality  was  "obscene 
and  filthy."  The  Court  consistently  tried 
lo  isolate  passages  rather  ihan  look  at 
the  dominant  toneor  effect  of  theentlre 
issue. 

One's  publishers  decldedthey  had  no 
choice  but  to  continue  the  appeal  as  far 
as  they  could  take  It  —  which  meant  one 
thing:  the  US  SupremeCour1.lt  was  a 
year  later,  In  January  1958,  that  the 
Su  preme  Court  handed  down  its  historic 
decision.  It  reversed  the  earlier  post 
oftlcebanand  declared  Ihe  magazine  not 
tobe  obscene.  It  was  the  first  time  an 
issue  like  this  had  ever  been  taken  to  the 
Supreme  Court  and  It  was  the  first  lime 
that  homosexuals  had  attempted  to 
claim  their  rights  in  such  acentral  arena. 
Gay  historian  Sal  Llcata,  writing  of  the 
period,  claims  that  "the  decision  gave 
the  homophlle  movement  lis  first  real 
I  victory  of  Importance...  by  ensuring  the 
I  rlghttomall  its  material  out." 
I       It  is  clear  from  One's  case  that  ob- 
scenity.  far  trom  being  a  side  Issue,  con- 
tinues to  be  a  central  battle  ground  for 
j  thegaymovemenl.Thenecesslty forgay 
people  to  communicate  freely  with  each 
I  otherandforthemovementtodissem- 
I  Inate  information  Is  fundamental.  At  the 

time  One's  writers  posed  questions 
'■  whlchremalnvalid today: "Willthe 
:  homophllepressbegrantedthesame 
'■  freedomtopubllshlnthe homosexual 
I  field  as  is  now  enjoyed  by  the  nation's 
press  as  a  whole?"  One  of  the  easiest 
|  waysof  Interferingwiihthls  freedom  Is 
tolnvolve  publications  In  endless  court- 
room arguments  over  the  definitions  of 
vague  and  moralistic  terms  whichdo  not 
belong  In  legal  codes  In  thef  list  place. 
The  contents  of  articles  used  tojustlfy 
legal  attacks  against  gay  magazines  may 
have  changed  —  by  1978standards,One 
Magazine  looks  amazingly  tame  and 
discreet  —  butthethlnlydlsguised 
prejudice  of  the  police  and  the  courts 
remains. 

A  Canadian  footnote:  The  Customs 
Tariff  Item  which  Is  now  being  used  to 
detain  or  prohibit  the  importation  I  nto 
Canada  of  the  iwo  gay  mate  sex 
manuals  —  Men  Loving  Menard  Loving 
Man  —  was  being  used  In  the  50s 
against  One  and  Its  book  Homosexuals 
Today.  The  May  1957  Issue  of  One  re- 
prints a  letter  trom  National  Revenue 
informing  the  publication  that  It  has 
been  declared  "immoral  and  Indecent." 
by  Jim  Tennyson  and  Ed  Jackson! 


TUES   SAT      6-10 
MUNCH: 
SUNDAY    12-4PM 
ESPRESSO  BAR 

Extraordinary  Desserts     JAZZ  WEEKENDS 


QUEEN  WEST  AT  BEVERLEY,  TORONTO^__3S6-»U7j 
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Become  an 
NGRC  supporter! 


Do  you  want  human  rights  for  lesbians  and  gay  men? 

Do  you  want  legal  protection  against  discrimination? 

Do  you  want  to  help  fight  anti-gay  prejudice 

and  sexism? 

Become  an  NGRC  supporter! 

NGRC  Supporters  will  receive: 
■  A  subscription  to  NGRC  Forum  (four  times  yearly) 
Brochures  and  other  movement  literature  (as  published) 
NGRC's  Annual  Report 

Notification  of  conference  and  other  movement  activities 
Reduced  registration  fees  at  NGRC  conferences 
a  membership  card 


NGRC  Supporters  pay  one  annual  fee  from  among  the  following  categories: 

D  $10.00  Basic 

D  $15.00  Household  (for  two  or  more) 

D  $25.00  Sponsor 

O  $5.00  Limited  Income 
Reese  check  one  of  the  categories  above,  fill  out  the  form  below  and  sent  It 
(or  a  letter  with  all  relevant  Information)  to:  The  Coordinating  Office. 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition,  PO  Box  2919,  Station  D,  Ottawa,  ON  KIP  5W9. 


Address_ 
City   


□  I  have  enclosed  an  additional  $_ 


D  Please  keep  my  name  and  mailings  confidential. 


_as  a  contribution  to  NGRC. 


f^ 

the 

Jewellery 

K-, 

[jpsjr\  Factory 

•y          j\X             offers  you  fabulous 

/         jr      '                 jewellerymadein 

\)zi 

/         [                our  own  workshop 

, ^    J          SAVE  30%  to  50% 

^             /                  on  Jewellery, 

/     Diamonds  &  Watches, 

•Ssp^^c)                           anytime 
>J        Z^          427  Queen  Street  West 

*-'\^*r^^2 

oT 

Jf^-^i                  (at  Spad  i  na)  Toronto 
p-^-1                Telephone:  368-3753 

GROW! 


IN 
KITCHENER— WATERLOO 


GAY   RIGHTS  ORGANIZATION  OF   WATERLOO 


P.O.  BOX    2632  STATION    rT  KITCHENER,  ONTARIO,  N2H    6N2 


DOWNTOWN 
HARDWARE 

&  LUMBER 

2  LOCATIONS 


1QUEEN  HARDWARE] 

AND  LUMBER  ltd. 


A  complete  line  of  materials 
lor  your  building  and  remodelling  needs... 

PROMPT  DELIVERY 

FREE  ON  ORDERS  OVER  S25 

DO-IT-YOURSELF  BUILDING  SUPPLIES 

BUILDERS  HARDWARE  —  WISER 

STANLEY  AMEROCK  BLACK  &  DECKER 

JXX3RS  —  TRIM  —  PANELLING  —  CEMENL, 

LUMBERS,  PLYWOOD 

.PLUS  MUCH  MUCH  MORE,. 


FOR  EXPERT  COUNSELLING  CALL: 


364-6993 


TWO  LOCATIONS  TO  SERVE  YOU  BETTER 

311  &392QUEEN  STREET  EAST 


Come  to  the 
GATE  Darnel 

Every  third  Saturday, 

the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 

in  Toronto  sponsors  a  dance 

at  the  5 19  Community  Centre, 

519  Church  Street, 

just  north  of  Wellesley. 

GATE  Dances  are  a  lively 

and  exuberant  affair  for 

the  whole  lesbian  and  gay  male 

community. 

Tnere's  food  (a  light  buffet) 

and  drink  (we're  licensed), 

good  music  to  dance  to, 

great  people  to  talk  to 

(there's  a  quiet  room  where 

you  can  talk), 

and  an  open,  friendly  atmosphere 

you  just  might  not  find 

elsewhere. 

So  come  and  dance 

and  enjoy  yourself. 

You  might  even  find  you'd  like 

to  lend  a  hand  next  time; 

call  Bob  at  367-1 159 

and  let  him  know. 

Tbe  next  dance  is  on 

Saturday .  May  27,  at  9:30  pm. 
See  you  there. 

Tbr  Gay  Allium  Toward  Equality 
P.O.BoxlSti.SlaUonP 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  2S7  •  9644)14* 


Rush  now  $4.35 


T-spreader  cock-ring, 
regular  $8.00.  NOW  ONLY  $5.95 


Queen  of  Hearts 

Posters,  magazines 
pocket  books,  gifts 

599YongeSt. 
Toronto,  Canada 
11  AM  to  9  PM 


There  will  be  a 

GAY  DANCE 
MISSISSAUGA 

on 

FRIDAY,  MAY  19 

at 

at  the  Unitarian  Congregation, 

84  South  Service  Road 

(south  of  the  QEW  and  just  east 

of  Hurontario  Street) 

For  further  Information  call 

GAYLINEWEST 
276-5271 


SURPRISING  MANNER 
TRI  AID  HOUSE  IS  A  GROUP  HOME  FOR  Gay  PEOPLE  BETWEEN 
THEAGESOF16AND21 

TRI  AID  HOUSE  AND  THE  Tfll  AID  CHARITABLE  FOUNDATION 
WOULD  LIKE  TO  MEET  VOU  WE  RE  HAVING  AN  OPEN  HOUSE  ON 
IUNE3  l978FHOM2Ti-iaPM.  COME  AMD  MEET  US  HAVE  SOME 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  5EE  WHAT  WE  BE  ACL  ABOUT  BRING  A 
FRIEND  OR  MEET  HERE  BEFORE  VOUR  NiGhT  ON  THE  TOWN  SEE 
VOU  THERE' 
ASSISTEDBY  GAY  YOUTH  TORONTO 


2  to  8  p.m.  Saturday  June  3 

8  Irwin  Ave.  (2  N.  of  Wellesley  Sbwy) 


CLASSIFIED 


FRIENDS-*. 

TORONTO Z 

WOMEN'S  JOGGING  CLUB  meets 
9  am  Sundays,  starting  May  28  In 
Riverdale  Park,  oast  of  Don  River, 
North  of  Gerrard  For 
phone  924-2851 


FRIENDS-* 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 


WILL  BE  MAKING  HIKING  TRIPS 
IMS  spring  and  summer  In  BC  I'm 
male  22,  nave  progressive  politics 
ax)  am  vegetarian.  Looking  lor  e>- 
perienced  hiking  companions.  Bo< 
jBj3J  vanr.o1iverV6M4G4 
DtSCflEET  GUY  36  5'8".  140  lbs  In- 
vites letters  trom  dudes  with  good 
todies  and  together  souls  who 
enjoy  llle.  music,  books,  travel,  and 
intimate  friendship  Local  guys 
please  send  phone.  All  must  send 
photo  lor  reply  Write  now  to  PO  Bo* 
JJU.T_Varmnver,BCV6B3Z7. 


OPEN  GAY  MALE  TEACHER  In  rural 
setting,  would  like  to  meet  gays  and 
lesbians  in  Kamloops  area  I'm  28, 
like  dancing,  talking,  and  outdoors. 
Friends  and  lovers  needed,  preler- 


and  beach  o 
Kootenay  River  lor  anyone  tr; 
this  way  this  summei 


AH 


ALBERTA.  _ 


MALE  22  5'9"  150  lbs  looking  lor 
someone  about  same  age  In 
Edmonton  area  to  share  an  eternity 
of  love  with.  One  on  one  relation- 
ship High  so*  drive.  Send  Photo 
and  particulars  It  you're  looking  lor 
[he  same,  and  love  to  give  and 


receive  a  1  tec ti or 

Or  awe 

A92 

TWO  MEN.  26  and  29,  masculine 
and  good  looking,  seeking  good 
Imes  with  young  men,   hetero 
couples   Will  travel  Alberta,  8C, 

MANITOBA 

*  COUNTY.  Somebody 
like  contacting  anothei 


CANCER  MOVES  BACK  EAST.  (23. 

6'.  ISO  lbs]  Albertan  body  with  esprit 
Quebecois.  I'm  a  university  student 
complete  with  2nd  degree  burns 
Teaching  career  can  and  will  walL  I 
plan  to  move  to  Toronto  and  learn  to 
dance,  would  appreciate  making  a 
tew  (rlends  before  moving.  Like 
people,  languages,  music, 
affection  Will  respond  to  all!  Photo 
appreciated.  Drawer  A38. 


AMATEUR  MALE  MODEL,  willing  to 
pose  tor  any  photographer.  Will 
pose  any  way  you  wish  Please  send 
sample  of  your  work  and  I'll  send 
sample  ol  mysell.  Drawer  A34- 
Ma/ch  Body  Politic,  please  reply 
Drawer  A93.  


"JSIio-i 


■nquy  In 


KINGSTON  I'n 

the  gay  scene 

26,  tall,  slim,  new  to 

Hallett,     Bo> 

jther  guys.  Write  L 
293,    Station    A. 

MASCULINE  STUDENT  23,  seeks 
gay  or  bi  body  bul  iders,  up  to  age  45, 
for  serious  workouts  and  compan- 

ionship     Dl 

cretlon     requited. 

Drawer  A9  7 

MIDDLE  AGED  MALE,  t 


drugs,  camp,  kinky  sex, 
.e  Mall,  astrology,  poverty,  self- 
plly.  drama  in  real  life  Pholo 
appreciated  All  answered-  Drawer 

B07. 

AN  ATTRACTIVE  CHINESE 
Canadian.  23  years  old  Inter- 
ested in  meeting  other  gays 
(Caucasian  preferred)  to  share 
common  Interests  In  art,  theatre. 
good  food,  and  pleasant  times  to- 
gether Dlsciellon  assured,  photo 

apprec  I  a  1  ed  Drawer  B06. 

GAY  MALE  28  seeking  another  gay 
male  in  mid  20's  wit  h  own  apartment 
and  car  to  get  each  other  turned  on 
Prefer  a  smooth  skinned  male,  slim 


telligence  eduwteamtionalaijle.       ftrrflACTIVE  MALE  25.  5'9", 


ests  literature,  music,  opera,  ballet 
live  theatre,  outdoors,  travel,  swim- 
ming,  sailing,  willing  to  learn  new 
things;  has  capacity  to  delight  In 
another's  being,  would  appreciate 
friendship   of  compatible  man. 

Drawer  A91 . 

MALE.  PROFESSIONAL.  36  biling- 
ual, seeks  sincere  trlends  up  to  36 
interested  in  sharing  good  things  In 
me  wiiLanswetaii  Drawer  A49. 
TORONTO 

GREEK  PASSIVE,  37.  6'3"  wants 


understanding  and  love  sex,  music. 
sports  and  total  living,  let  us  reach, 
out  and  touch,  to  knowyou  Is  lo  love 
you!  Please  call  (4161 929-5149  (best 
time  days)  ot  write  (with  photo)  to 
Drawer  A67. 


SUNt 


CALIFORNIA  BOUND.  A 

-,b  ol  a  lifetime  trip  Attractive 
25,  S'9"  seek; 


travelling  companli 


n  fori 


elasi  2 


B1.1 


ATTRACTIVE  ASIAN  wllhalerl mind 
and  acllve  physique  (5'11"  150  Ibsl 
wishes  to  learn  elementary  Spanish 
from  sensual  latin  lover  who  Is  also 
sensible  and  sensitive.  Pretet  early 
thlrtyish,  darkly  handsome  masc- 
uline type  with  great  variety  ol  in- 
terests niawer  B17.  . 


VERY  HORNY  BI-  MALE  wishes 
letters,  picture  exchange  and  hoi 
action  with  bl-  male  or  butch  gay 
under  25.  Distance  no  problem. 
Letters  with  picture  answered  first. 
Drawer  AB2. 


SOUTHERN  ONTARIO      . 

SINCERE,  GOOD  LOOKING  mascu- 
line 24,  slim,  intelligent.  Wishes  to 
contact  others  same  age  or  younger 
lor  permanent  one  to  one  relation- 
ship. It  you're  sincere  and  want  to 
substitute  lonely  emptiness  for 
something  a  little  richer,  risk  the  14 
cent  stamp.  Pholo  appreciated. 
Drawer  B05. 


NEED  CASHI  Amateur  photo- 
grapher requires  models.  Must  be 
young,  athletic.  Excellent  rate  of 
pay.  Send  photo  It  possible  to 
Drawer  A34 


.  Travel  arrange- 
ments negotlabte.  I  love  sex,  music, 
sports,  sunshine,  and  total  living! 
Phone  Tuesdays  lo  Saturdays  days; 
Sundays  and  Mondays  anytime 
rJif.iQ^lSljq  or  v.rile  to  Drawer  AB8. 
GUYSI  P 


iaytlme 


/late  nights? 
luslc. 


YOUNG  BODY  BUILDER  w 


I    propor- 


BLOND,  30, 
tloned.  altecllonaie.  Interests 
photography,  politics,  music, 
theatre,  travel,  dislike, bars,  non- 
smoker,  discreet,  seeks  stimulating 
encountersji]  e  ndship.  Draw  er_B  tp 
VISITING  TORONTO  this  summer? 
Bemyguest  Gay  gent  has  comton- 
able  home  with  pool  In  suburban 
Toronto.  Able  to  entertain  during 
July  and  August.  All  gays,  blsexuals 
(single  or  married)  will  be  welcome. 
Drawer  B1 2. ^^^^ 


923-GAYS 

The  Gay  Community  Calendar 
24-hour  recorded  message 


1   Drawer  AB6 


v.-  lhal  will  try  anything  at 
e.  Tell  me  what  you  wishol 
ir  to  visit.  Pholo  and  phone 
ted.  Quick  definite  reply  to 

jrAB9. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 
COMMUNICATE 


Got  a  message?  We' ve  got  the  wav  lo  get  It  across  to  gay  people  ngtit 
wtiereyoulive  —  andaliacrossCartadaandtbeUS.too 

The  Body  Pontic's  Classified  afls.  Need  a  |ub'  Want  to  sell  youf  used 
iguana'  Rent  a  canoe'  Find  a  Inend  or  a  place  lo  live?  Aclassilied  ad  in 
TBP  is  a  good  way  to  let  others  know 

ll's  easy  —  and  cheap.  Just  1 0  cents  a  word  lor  personal  ads.  30 
cents  tor  businesses  You  simply  tilt  in  your  message  in  the  form  below, 
counl  up  the  number  ol  words  and  send  it  oil  touswithacheque  or  money 
order  Get  mbelorelhe  deadline  and  your  ad  will  appear  in  the  very 
next  issue. 

You  cansay  just  aboulanything,  bul  Iherearealew  things  you  should 
keep  in  mind  It  you  re  interested  in  meeting  people  its  best  lo  be  positive 
Tellthem  about  you  isell  and  your  interests  -  not  about  whal  you  don't 
like  Specifying  exctusionsonthebasisol  race  or  appearance  (saying 
' '  no  lats  or  terns' '  tor  instance)  isjust  plain  rude,  and  being  rude 
doesn'tmakelrieiids. 

Sayinglhatyou'reinlerestedinmeetmgpeopletorsexistine  But  there 
area  tew  restrictions  —  the  law's,  not  ours.  Under  the  Criminal  Code  ot 
Canada  it  is  illegal  to  have  sex  with  anyone  ol  the  same  sex  under  the  age 
ot  21 ,  to  have  sex  with  more  than  one  person  at  a  time  regardless  ol  their 
ages,  or  to  solicit  lor  the  purposes  ot  prostitution  Otherwise,  sex  is  slill 
legal,  so  tar  Bul  to  protect  both  you  and  us,  we  reserve  1he  right  to  alter 
or  retuse  any  classitied  ad 
It  you  want  people  to  answer  you  directly,  put  your  address  or  phone 

number  in  your  message.  Or,  you  can  take  advantage  ol  our  lorwardmg 

service.  For  only  a  dollar  extra  we'll  assign  your  ad  a  drawer  number  and 

colled  answers  in  our  otlice  to  be  sen!  to  you  oncea  week 
II  you  wanl  to  answer  someone  else's  ad,  lhafs  easy  too.  Pul  your 

reply  m  an  envelope,  seal  it  and  send  it  to  us.  making  sure  to  mark  on  the 

trontlhe  drawer  number 

you'rerespondingto.  You 

don'tneedtosendany 

money  Vour unopened 

reply  will  reach  the  person 

you're  answering  in  just 

a  tew  days 


JUST  COMING  OUT  and  lonely 
Handsome  Asian  mate,  21,  5'6". 
140  lbs,  seeks  goodtooklng  young 
men  for  friendship,  companion,  and 
possibly  steady  relationship.  No 
one-night  stander.  Send  photo  and 
phone  no.  to  drawer  A90.  Will  reply 

all. , 

SLAVE  SEEKS  MASTER.  I'm34.  tall, 


So  go  ahead.  Pick  up  a  pen  and  communicate 


150  It 


i.Pleasesendphoto.  i 


tj    CONDITIONS: 

■  All  adsmust  be  prepaid  by  money  order  or  cheque  —  do  not  send  cash  through 
S  the  mail  Tha  Body  Politic  reserves  the  right  toallerorretuseany  ad.  Lalecopy 
S   will  be  held  over  lor  ihe  following  issue 

■  RATES. 

■  Individuals:  10c  per  word,  minimum  J?  W 
B  Businesses  30c  per  word,  mimmumSfS.OO 

I  Forwarding  Service:  Si  00  perad  per  Issue  It  you  would  like  us toassign  your 
|  adadrawer  number  and  lorward  mail  toyou  oncea  week,  please  check  the 
|  box  below. 
I  Name- . . 


.rlng.My  li 


rs.  dining  c 
travel;  not  Interested  In  baths,  b« 
drugs,  one-night  stands.  It  you 
honest,  sincere,  lonely  (?),  I 
pent,  olease  write  Orawer  B13. 


J  Address_ 


COUPLES.  TWO  GAY  COUPLES   ■ 

in  26  and  40  are  seeking  fl  

ie  bracket.  Into  ■   D  Drawer  number  required 


mm 


LOOKING  FOR  A  LOVING  FRIEND- 


MALE  30  would  like  to  meet  others 
over  25.  Please  enclose  photo  tor 

pi ompt  reply  Drawer  B14. 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE  28  58"  woutd 
like  to  hear  from  other  gay  men  who 
en|oy  movies,  relaxing  out  of  doors. 

Drawer  B15. 

ATT  ESTION  YOUNG  GAYS  coming 
out,  curious  straights:  Going  to  let 

without  doing  something  about  lhat 
gay  inclination  ol  yours?  Are  you  up- 
tight, frustrated,  troubled? 
Reluctant  lo  take  lhat  first  step? 
Lonely,  bored,  attend  Ing  school  and 


dining,  (home  or  out),  music  and 
entertaining  (no sex).  Please  answer 
with  pholo  and  phone  Orawer  A96. 
MARRIED  BUSINESS  MAN.  38, 
good  looking,  S'11",  solid  160  lbs, 
fair,  blue  eyes,  very  dependable, 
skiing,  sailing,  etc. 
to  otler  as  a  person.  Just 


ie  tor  June/Jury  issue:  May  24 

Issues 


!  Plraserunmyadasfollowslnlhe — 

|  Print  your  ad  below  in  block  letters,  one  word  per  box. 


coming 

Wish  to 


I  do  n 


i.  preferably  in  20' 


■ 

■ 

■ 

Straight   | 


vlng  v 


ellable  friendship,  please  let  me  J 
now  about  yourself.  Photo  would  [ 
"©appreciated.  Drawer  A98.  £ 


Id  never  under- 
stand? Looking  for  someone  to  talk 
to,  confide  In,  experlmenl  with?  I'm 
a  young  adult  gay  male,  good-look- 
ing, good  physique  and  endowment 
who  seeks  cute,  weli-bulil  boylsh- 
looklng  types  with  longlsti  hair, 
under  Iwenty-live  lor  discreet  get- 
togethers,  friendships  Gentle, 
affectionate,  sincere,  clean.  Near 
beach,  downtown  scene.  Box  242, 
St ationG.To ronto,  M4M  3G7. 


TALL.    GOOD-LOOKING    I 


ihiy 


educated  professional,  age  4 
comlonableln  suit,  leans,  skin,  lam 
non-smoker,  bearded,  masculine, 
and  looking  lor  a  good  man  to  share 
a  rich  life  with  Interests:  books, 
food,  serious  arts,  sun  and  salt 


Gay  TV 
returns! 

Metro  Cable  TV: 
Fridays  at  10:30pm 

McLean-Hunter: 

Mondays  at  11 :00pm 

Rogers  and  Metro: 

Tuesdays  at  10:30pm 

lor  information, 

call  691-9269 


The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  "N  M5W1X9 


WHITE  MALE,  30.  5'8",  165  lbs. 
brown  hair,  blue  «yes,  masculine 
and  not  bad  looking  Am  happy, 
well  adjusted  homosexual  who 
would  like  to  meel  an  average  |oe 
who  is  not  loo  into  mmseir  and  hasa 

planning  a  June  wedding,  but  am 
frustrated  by  the  bar  and  disco 
scene.  Average  nol  to  be  taken  too 


despe rate  Orawer  A99. 


WELL  ENDOWED   YOUNG   MAN 
enjoys  kissing,  heavy  pelting,  etc. 

enjoy  same.  Ethnics 
swerall  Orawer  BO0 1 


TALL  SLIM  MALE.  22, 
and  beard   Looking  lor 
who  enjoys  dancing  and  talkli 
most  of  all  being  real  I  am  II 
triviality.  Draweri 


ving  o 


GAY  NEGRO  MALES  for  friend's 
City  ol  Toronto,  40  years  ot  age  and 
over.  I  am  white  male,  age  45,  5'11". 
185  lbs.  and  gay  Am  very  sincere, 
enjoy  good  limes  Reply  tram  city  ot 
Toronto  only  plat 


EROTIC  WRESTLING,  llgnl 
bondage,  spanking,  lingerie,  tight 
denim  shorts,  fantasy,  sadism, 
acting  out  complex  fantasies  are  all 
my  thing.  Me?  While  male.  33, 5'ir, 
180  lbs,  visiting  Toronto  July.  You: 
older  than  i 
trans  vest  I  te,  I 'am 
dominant.  Please 


Drawer  B03 


Phol 


needed 


WARM,  SENSITIVE,  extremely 
goodlooktng  father.  40,  from  estab- 
lishment background,  seeks  similar 
companion.  I'm  slim,  love  oral  sex, 
caressing,  kissing  and  halry-bodled 
men.  Seeking  permanent  relation- 
ship  with  right  puy.  Drawer  BQ4. 


honest,  meaningful  relationship?  It 
your  Intentions  are  serious,  please 
..oil  HUP  961-0771 


IF  YOU  ARE  OF  STRAIGHT  appear- 
ance, goodlooking,  slim  to  slim 
medium  build,  not  older  than  age  32 
and  want  to  meet  someone  who  Is 
successful  and  who  enjoys  the  finer 
things  In  life.  e.g.  camping,  nude 
Sunbathing.  Hying,  etc.,  phone  me. 
I'm  age  34,  considered  goodlooklng, 
6'1"  tall,  178  lbs.  I  have  a  lot  toofler. 
1416)  498-0400. 


NEW  TO  TORONTO.  Sociable 
27.  living  downtown  seeks  to  v 
circle  of  friends.  Interests:  te 
squash,  bridge,  etc.  but  abov 
sharing  good  times  wllh  Irli 
Platonic  friendship  only.  Or 
A79. 


■Iden 


DISCREET,  MASCULINE,  DARK 
mediterranean  guy.  27.  5'8".  140  lbs, 
looking  for  horny  young  masculine 
guys,  Into  French  passive-active, 
kissing  and  especially  J/O.  Enjoy 
sexy  mags,  films.  Private  pad.  Your 
photo  will  be  returned  with  one  ol 
mine.  Answer  all.  Toronto  Drawer 
A£L 


MOTORCYCLE-NUT,  who  likes 
leather  and  boots  wants  to  meet 
friends  with  similar  Interests  Not 
mtoS/MB/D.etc  PiawerAfR 


NON-SMOKING  travel  companion. 
25-35.  needed  to  share  expenses 
wlthmale,30,  on  organized  46  week 
oriental  tour  in  October   Phone 

numberessenllal.D  r  awer  A67. 


GENTLE  AND  DISCREET 
lingerie  lover  seeks  partner  Send 
full  details.  Mlsslssauga.  Drawer 


GOT  A  BIG  COCK?  Show  It  oil  Guy 
seeks  real  close-up  photos  ot  totally 
Orawer  B16. 


MONTREAL 


MALE.  25,  I 

Interested  In  leather  gays.  Value 
sensitivity.  Intelligence,  and  inter 
eating  sex.  Phone  (514)  84&-5303  oi 
write  Drawer  A83. 


ATHLETE,30,5,lO",165,loc*lnglOf 
other  locks  30-45  lor  discreet  even- 
ings. Many  varied  interests.  Can 
travel  some  weekends  Looking  for 
tun,  nol  pain  No  complications. 
Pholo.  phone  please.  Drawer  A7S. 
WHITE  MALE,  27,  5'8".  125.  brown 
hair,  moustache,  hairy,  cut  Seek 
under  40,  tor  good  times  Send  reply 
4  photo  lo  PFC.  Box  1374, 
Sherbrooke.    PO,    J1H5L9.    All 


CLASSIFIED 

HOMES 


MAIN  FLOOR  OF  LARGE 
house.  Exclusive  E.York 
Owner,  disc 


PARLIAMENT-WELLESLEY.  Fur- 

nlshed  rooms  In  well-kept  home  for 
quiet  persons.  Cooking  lacllities, 
share  new  bathroom  S30/wk_  Call 
924-0883 after 6  PM.  M-F.  or  anytime 


TRAVEL 


UPPER  DUPLEX  for i 


,  ON 


YOUNG,  NON-SMOKING  gay  man 

to  share  lully  furnished  townhouse 
in  beaches.  Own  room,  storage  and 
garage  Some  duties,  must  be  self- 
supporting.  698-0125. 

WANTED  GUY,  NON-SMOKER  10 
share  Pape-Dantorth  lownhouse. 
Rent  J168  per  month  (approx).  Call 
Henry  466- 3578  AM  oratter  11PM 
GAY  GUYS.  Rooms,  flats,  apart- 
ments, Furnished  and  unfurnished. 
Two  locations  close  to  downtown 
Don,  Dennis,  Ron.  465-3287,  961- 


0091.4 


DOWNTOWN  ATTRACTIVE  MALE, 

25,  5'9",  seeks  honest,  attractive 
guy  |21  lo  35)  lo  share  my  apartment 

total  living!  Phone  days  Tuesdays 
lo  Saturdays  and  Sundays  and  Mon 
daysanytlme.929-5149. 


SECLUDED  ISLAND  COTTAGE,  pri- 
vate lakelront  beach.  3/4  bedrooms. 
S125/wk  In  advance,  damage 
deposit,  personal  reference  Call 
Milton.  Ont. evenings  878-4954. 
RITZY  HOLIDAY  lodging  London, 
England  wllh  young  23-year-old. 
Own  room,  i  person.  J88, 2  persons 
S132  weekly,  breakfast  Included,  15 
mlns  from  action  ol  London.  Next  tc 
Blackheath  Park  hotels,  nava 
cadets.  Phone  Jim,  Mon  I  real.  (514 
455-4509:  Philip,  London.  (01)  858 
4930  lor  confirmation  and  details 

Nodrugs.norS/M. 

FT.  LAUDEROALE.  FLORIDA.  Belt 
Mar  Vacation  Motel.  Friendly,  Inlor 
ma l  atmosphere.  Clean  comfortablt 
rooms.  S14  nightly,  efficiencies  Slf 
nightly  lor  two  (305)  566-4376. 

BUSINESS 

SPECIAL    FILMS    DEVELOPED. 

Special  photographs  taken.  Color, 
B/W  35  mm  only.  Always  discreet. 
CallBob,  466-3827. 


...honest, 
loving, 
sincere, 
indiscreet. 


Stereo  &  Television  Repairs 

Also  servicing  all  types  of  home 

entertainment  equipment  and  small  appliances 

Frank  Hutchings  Electronics 

—  691-9269  — 

_  Support  gay  business  —  IQVo  off  with  this  ad 


WORK 


TORONTO 

STUDENT,  20  YRS,  seeks  summer 

responsible  Has  ol  lice  and  clerical 
experience  (45  wpm),  willing  lo  learn 
and  artistically  Inclined.  Jan,  461- 

5541. 

PERSONABLE  HELP  WANTED  In 

cooking  skill,  strong  legs,  charming 
personality  essential.  Please  write 
The  Cow  Gate,  406  Duponl  St , 

Toronto.  M5R  3B7. 

DANCE  STUDENT,  24,  needs  work, 
experienced  In  housekeeping,  plant 
&  pel  care,  odd  Jobs,  modelling, 
massage.  References  available  on 
request.  Drawer  A80. 

LETTERS 

I'M  err,  164  LBS,  lite  brown  A  blue. 
Pisces,  love  sports,  welg  hi-iittlng. 
Will  send  photo.  Please  write. 
Anthony  Brobst,  146-673,  PO  Box 
45699,  Lucasville.  Ohio.  45699,  USA. 
ATTN  INMATES:  It  you  desire  pen- 
pals, please  contact  MCC  ot  the 
Rockies.  PO  Box  9538,  Denver. 

Colorado.  80209.  USA. 

PEN  PALS  FOR  PRISONERS.  We 
care.  For  Information,  write  fiev.  Jo 
Anne  Monti,  Emmanuel  MCC,  2320 
Lincoln,    no.   S,    Montreal,   PO. 

H3H  1J4. 

MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  throughout 
Canada  and  Ihe  US.  Join 
GAYMATES,  a  pen-pal  club  for  gay 
men.  For  free  Inlo,  write  GSI,  Dept. 
B,  PO  Box  3043,  Saskatoon.  SK, 


OTHER 

MANITOBA  PHYSICIANS  FOR 
HOMOSEXUAL  UNDERSTANDING 
INVITE  ALL  GAY  DOCTORS 
ATTENDING  THE  Canadian  Medi- 
cal Association's  Annual  Meeting 
to  be  held  In  Winnipeg  In  June,  to  a 
social  evening  scheduled  during 

o  be  happy  to 


M.PH.U.  ' 


READING 

NUDE  BOYS  AND  MEN.  all  types, 

finest  selection  of  GAY  films  and 
magazines  in  the  worldl  Guaranteed 
Canadian  delivery.  Send  SI  tor 
aloguei 


TO    ANYONE   WHO    MIGHT   be 

Interested  in  joining  a  club  for 
athletic  and  sports -related  social- 
izing activities,  similar  to  the  New 
York  Wrestling  Club  for  males  or 
females.  This  would  be  a  friendship 
club,  not  a  club  Just  for  persons  who 
enjoy  S/M  or  fighting.  Something 
for  everybody  by  interests,  Write  me 
wllh  your  comments  and  opinions 
on  this  idea  (or  the  area  around 
Toronto.  Box  111,  Stn  A,  Toronto, 

ON.M5W1A2.    

ANYONE  INTERESTED  in  starting  a 
gay  group  In  Flin  Flon,  contact  Mark 
Eriksson,  16  2nd  Ave,  Flln  Flon,  MB, 
RBA  lG5,or  phone 687-61 1 1. 
PROFESSIONAL  UNION  SINGER 
seeks  pianists  or  musicians  to  form 
a  club  act.  Easy  listening  materials 
lor  high  class  clubs  or  hotels  Must 
be  dedicated  and  read  music.  Call 

Wen, (416)  496-1364. 

THE  GAY  NURSES'  ALLIANCE 
needs  your  support  it  you  are  an  RN, 
LPN/LVN,  or  student  nurse.  Basle 
membership  is  S5/yr,  which 
Includesasubscrlptlontoournews- 
letter.  (Contributions  greater  than 
$5  are  encouraged  and  apprec- 
iated.) Many  states  are  In  need  ot 
coordinators  to  help  organize  local 

misses  out  on  learning  and  growing 
experiences.  Get  involvadl  For 
more  Inlo,  please  write  GNA,  PO 
Box  530,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston, 
MA.  02 11 7.  USA. 


With 

Downcast 


Andrew  Hodges  and  David  Hutter's  With  Downcast  Gays  is 
a  hard-hitting  investigation  of  the  unwitting  ways  in  which  gay 
people  cooperate  in  their  own  oppression.  Written  from  a  love 
of  what  the  lives  of  proud,  open  gay  people  can  be  like.  With 
Downcast  Gays  exposes  the  hard  truths  about  closetry, 
laments  lives  wasted  in  self-hatred  and  points  up  the  foolish- 
ness of  gay  people  trying  to  live  by  straight  standards  that  have 
nothing  to  do  with  our  own  real  lives. 

This  tough,  sincere  —  and  ultimately  sensitive  —  book  is 
an  eye-opener  for  gay  people  everywhere.  Read  it  once  and  you 
won't  look  at  the  world  in  quite  the  same  way  ever  again. 


To  order  your  copy  of  With  Downcast  Gays,  see 
Pink  Triangle's  Book  Service  announcement  on 
page  17. 


COMMUNITY  PACE 


indntmpmtitgiriM 


Association  gale  de  i'AbHIW.  a/  s, 
ADGQ,  CP  36,  Succ.  C,  Montreal,  PQ 
H2L4J7 __ 


Gay  Friends  of  Brandon,  P.O.  Box 
492,  Brandon,  MB,  R7A  524.  PH: 

(|W1725-_p930 . 

CALGARY 


Dignlry/Calgary,  Bo.  1492. SlnT, 

Calgary,  AB.T2H2H7, 

PH  1403(269-7542 

Gay  Academic  Union.  Boi  G-262. 

SlnG.Calgary.AB. 

Gay  Inlormallon  and  Resources, 

Room 312-233- 12 Ave  SW, Calgary, 

AB.T2H  0G9.  PH:  (403)264-3911 

Mon.Fri:7-10PM. 

Metropoll  I  an  Commu  nlly  Churcn, 

1703  1st  St  NW, Calgary, AB  PH: 

(403)266-1806 

Parents  of  Gays  meet  J  last  Sunday 

ol  each  monlh  Unitarian  Church. 

CORNER B  RO  6 KJ 

Community  Homophlle 
Assodallonol  NFLO  [CHAN),  Box 
905,  Comer  Brook.  NF.  A2H  6J2. 
GOWN'Gay  Organization  ot  the 
Womenol  Newfoundland)  may  be 
CHAN'S  address 


COWANSV1LLE 


L'Erfgme.a/sFernandCloutier 
11275),  BP  80,  Cowansvllle.PQ.J2K3C6 

EDMONTON 


Club  70  10242, 106th  St.,  Edmon- 
ton. AB.T5J  1H7  PH. 14031423-5051 
Dlgnlty/Edm  onion,  PO  Box  53, 
Edmonton,  AB.T5J2G9 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Boi 
1852.Edmonlon.AB.T5J2P2, 
10144-101  SI. .  PH  1403)424-8361 
Melropolilan  Community  Church. 
Bo- 1312, Edmonton.  AB.T5J  2MB, 
i4f0)  468-7863. 


FREPERICTON 


Gay  Fdendsol  Frederlcton,  Boa 

442  Fredenclon   MB   LIE  5A4 

GJJ  ELP'H 


HALIFAX 


The  Alternate  Bookshop.  Ste.  301, 
158SBarrinQlonSI  ,  Halitax.NS, 
B3J  1Z8. 

Atlantic  Provinces  Political 
Lesbians  lorExample(APPLE).PO 
Box  3611,  Halifa*  South  Postal  Sin.. 
Halifax, N5.B3J3K6 
Gay  Alliance  tor  Equality.  Bo*  3611. 
HaiitanSouibStn  ,  Halifax, NS, 
B3J3K6.  Gay  line- (902)  429-6969 
Gay  Youth  Halifax,  c/o  Wendell 
Enman.Apl   1913, 1333S  Park  St., 
Hblilrf-.'JS  B3J  2W1 

HAMILTON 


McMaster  Homophlle  Assoc. ,DC1. 
Box44,S1n  B.  Hamilton.ON, 
LSLTTSGaylme:  (416)  527-0336. 
A I  so  at  the  above  address: 
Gay  Women  of  Hamilton 


KINGSTON,. 


Kingston  Women's  Centre.  Queen' 
ijmve-rjiiy  Sluderu  Memorial 
Union.  3rd  Floor,  Kingston, ON, 
Queen's  Homophlle  Assoc., 
Studenl  Affairs  Centre,  51  Oueen's 
CresC-.  Oueen's  University, 
Kingston,  ON,  K7L  2S7  PH  1613) 
547-2836. 


KITCHENER/WATERLOO 

Gay  Rights  Organization  of 
Waterloo  (GROW),  PO  Box  2632, 
Station  B.  Ktlchener,  ON.  N2H6N2. 
Lesbian  Organization  ot  Kitchener 
(L.O.O.K.),  c  /o  Federation  ot 
Students,  University  of  Waterloo. 
Waterloo,  ON, N2L3G1 
Waterloo  Universities'  Gay 
Liberation  Movement  Federation  o 
Students  University ol  Waterloo 
Waterioo,ON,N2L  3G1,PH(519) 
885-1211, Ex. 2372. 


LONDON 


Homophlle  Assoc,  ol  London,  Ont., 
649Coi  Borne  St.  London,  ON, 
N6A3Z2  PH  1519)433-3762. 
London  Lesbian  Collective,  PO. 
Bo.  4724,  Stadon  C,  London.  ON, 

N5W5L7 

MISSISSAUGA  ..  _ 
Gay  Equality  Mlsslsssuga,  P.O.  Box 
156,  Station  A.  Mississaufja,  ON, 
L5A227 
May197B 


H3G_ 

Association  Communeutal re  Homo 
se.uelle  de  runlverjll*  de  Montreal 
3200,  Jean-Bnllant,  Local  126M. 
Pav  des  Sciences  Soctales.  Unlver 
sttede  Montreal.  Montreal,  PO  H3T  INS 
Association  pour  les  Droits  des 
GaKeJsdu Quebec  CP36. Succ C, 
Monlreal.  PO,  H2L  4J7: 1264  St. 
TimotrvSe  PH: (514)8438671 
CoopFemmes,  3617boul.SI 
Laurent,  Montreal.  PQ 
Dignity/Montreal.  C  P  641, 
Snowdon,Montrea1,PQ,H3X  3X8 
EgllseCommunautfl  Ire  de  Mon- 
treal/Montreal Community  Church, 
CP610  Stalion  NDG.  Montreal. PQ. 
H4A3R1  PH  1514)845-4471 
Egllsedu  Disciple  Blen-AimS,  6581 
St  Ugrent,  Montreal,  PQ.PH:(514) 
279-5381 

Em  menu  el  M  e  1  ropol  Ita  n 
Community  Church.  5-2320  Lincoln, 

real,PO,H3H1J4.PH:(514) 
937-9996. 

Gay  Friends  ol  Concordia  meet 
every  Thursday  m  Rm.923,  Hail 
Bldg.al  4:00  For  info,  phone(514| 
288-3787. 

Gay  Info  PO  Box  610,  Stn  NDG. 
Monireal,PQ.H4A3R1   PH:|S14) 
486-4404  Mon-Sat  7-11  PM. 
Sponsors  several  groups. 
Gayllne.  (514)931-8668  or  931-5330. 
?days/wk,7-11PM. 
Gay  McGill,  UnlversltyCentre.  3480 
McTavish,  Monlreal,  PO.H3A  1X9. 
Gay  Social  Services  Project,  4515 
SI.  Catherine  W,  Montreal,  PO. 
H3Z1R9  PH:(514)934-0721. 
Gay  VDCilnlc,  Montreal  Youth 
Clinic.  Mon,  Wed,  Fri  evenings.  3658 
Ste  Famllle.  PH  (514)843-7885. 
Gay  Women  of  McGill  meet 
Tuesdays,  8  PM.  Women's  Union 
[University  Centre,  3480McTavish. 
Rm42S6)  Into: (514)866-2131. or 
Gay  line. 

Jeunesse  Gale  de  Monlreal  (Gay 
Youthof  Montreal).  Open  to 
lesbians  and  gay  males  under  21  CP 
753. Succ  H.Montreal,  PQ, 
H3G  2M7  Meetings:  Saturdays, 
1:30; 451 5 Si  CatherineSt  W  PH: 

Gayllne. 

NACHES.Gay  Jewish  Discussion 

Group  Women  and  men  welcome 

Info:  POBox  298,  Station  H. 

Monlreal,  PQ,  H3G  2KB  PH:  Harvey, 

(514)488-0849 

Parents  ol  Gays,  c/o  POBox610, 

Stn  NDG,  Monlreal.  PQ.H4A  3R1 

PH   .•,U;ja6-44Q4. 


:     : 


In  Montreal 
931-8668 
931-5330 

Forinforma1ion,7-11  PM 


OTTAWA/HULL 


PETERBOROUGH 


Centre  Homophlle  d' Aide  et  de 
Liberation  (CHAL).  CP  596,  Haute- 
ville.  1 75  rue  Prince-Edouard, 
Quebec.  PQ  PH:  (418)525-4997 
|  Panfase  Saint-Robert  (Egllsecalhc- 
I  Uqueeucharistlque).310,delaCoo 
ronne,  Quebec,  PQ 
Serviced'EnlfealdeHomophllede 
;  Quebec, CP 596, HauleVllle, 260 me 
',  desFranciscains.Ouebec.PQ. 
G1R4S1 

REGINA 

A I  ropes  Fellowship  Society/ 
Odyssey  Club  Bo'  3J 14  Pegma 
■  SK.S4P3J6 


ST-JEROME.PQ 


Association  de*  galteW  des  Lauren- 
llde*.  CP  272,  SI -Jerome.  PO. 
J7Z5T9 


i  CommunllyHomophlleAssocot 
,  NFL0(CHAN).Box613.StnC,St. 
!  Johns.  NF.A1C5K8. 

I  SASKATOON 


Gay  Academic  Union.  Bo*  419.  Sub 
P  O  6  Saskatoon,  SK,  S7N  OWO 
GayCommunUyCenlre,Bo.1662. 
Saskatoon  SK  S7K  3R8;310-20th 
St  E(2ndllOor)  PH:(3O6)652-0972 


3  T 1  !-■  ■=-  .3 ! 


eaddre 


Gay  Alliance  ol  Youth. 

Grapevlne.agrouplorChrislianand 
Jewish  gays  PH:  (3061 343-5963. 
Lesbian  Ca  ucus , Sa  skat  oon 
Women's  Liberation.  PO  Box  4021 , 
Saskatoon,  SK. 
Stubble  Jumper  Press.  21-303 
Queen  St..  Saskatoon,  SK, 
Subcommittee  on  Gey  Rights,  c/o 
Saskaichewan  Association  on 
311-20thSt  W., 
Saskatoon,  SK 


THUNDER BAY 


Dignity,  PO  Box  2102,  Stn  D.  Ottawa, 

ON.K1P5W3. 

Gays  ol  Oltawa  /Gals  de 

I'Oulaouals.  Box  2919,  Sin  D, 

OMawa,ON,  KIP  5W9;378  Elgin. 

(2nd  floor)  Gayline:  (613)238-1717; 

business,  233-0152, 

Lesbians  ot  Ottawa  Now(LOON). 

POBox  6057.  Stn  J.  Ottawa,  ON. 

K2A1T1   PH:(613)238-1717 
Melropolltan  Community  Church, 
PO  Box  B68,  Sin  B,  Ottawa,  ON, 
K1 P  5T1  Services:  7  PM  Sundays, 
91 1/2FourihAve.  Pastor's  phone: 
16131741-0783 


Trent  Homophlle  Assoc.  Box  1524, 
Peterborough, ON,  K9J  7H7;262 
Rubldge  St.,  flm  203  PH:  (705)  742- 

6229,Wed-Sun. 

PRINCEALBERT.SK 
Prince  Albert  Gay  Community 
Centre,  POBox  1893.  Prince  Albert,  SK. 
PRINCE  GEORGE,  BC     ~ 


Northern  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay 
SI,  Thunder  Bay,  ON  PH:  |807)  345- 
7802. 


TORONTO 


Tri-AkJ  Charitable  Foundation,  8 

IrwinAve.  Toronto,  ON,  M4Y  1K9 

PH  (416)924-2525. 

Wages  Due  Lesbians.  Box  38,  Stn  E. 

Toronto,ON,M6G4E1   PH:(416) 

921-9091. 

Women's  Archives,  Box928.  SlnQ. 

Toronla  ON 


VANCOUVER 


Catalyst  Press,  315  BlantyreAve.. 
Scarborough,  ON.  M1N2S6 
Chats  worth  Charitable  Foundation, 
29  Granby  ST.,  Toronto,  ON,  M5B1H8 
Community  Homophlle  Associa- 
tion olToronlolCH  AT),  29Granby 
ST., Toronto,  ON.M5B1H8 
Congregation  B'nal  Kehlllshol  Tor- 
onto tor  Gay  Jews,  c  /  o  66  Glouces- 
ter St..  Toronto, ON,  M4Y 1 L5  Meet- 
ings and  Services  every  2nd  &  4th 
Friday  ot  the  month,  tOTrlnlty 

slEaton  Centre),  for  more  In- 
formation, call  923-G  AYS. 
Dignity.  Box  249,  Sin  E,  Toronto.ON, 
M6H  4E2. 

Free  Lesbians  and  Gays(FLAG).  277 
Berkeley  St.,  Apt.  2.  Toronto,  ON, 
M5A2X3  PH:(416)  362-3678. 
Gay  Academic  Union,  c'oProl.  John 
A  Lee. Scarborough  College,  UofT, 
WestHIII,ON.M1C  1A4 
Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF, 
Ceniral  Square,  Rm  105,  York  Univ., 
4700KeeleSt,  Downsvlew.ON, 
M3J  1P3  Olfice  2i6Vanier College 
Res  PH:  (4161667  3509  or  667-3632. 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
(GATE)  POBoxi56,StatlonP. 
Toronto.ON,  M5S  2S7  PH:(416) 
964-0148 

Gay  Community  Calendar.  24- hour 
recorded  message  PH  (416)923- 
GAYS. 

Gay  Commu  nlty  Services  Centre. 
29Granby  St.,  Toronto.ON,  M5B 
1H8  Dlstressand  counselling  line: 
(416)364-9835.  Drop-In,  Monday 
through  Thursday,  7-10:30  PM.  Fri 
&Sat.toH;30PM. 
GaysatToTonlo(GAT),c/oSAC 
"""    e.HarlHouseCircie, 
University  of  Toronto.  Toronto.ON 
Gay  Television  Collective,  c/o  Box 
575,  Station  K,  Toronto.ON, 
M4P2H1  PH.  (416)691 -9269 
Gay  Youth  Toronto,  29Granby  St., 
Toronto. ON  PH: (416)366-5664. 
Glad  Day  Bookstore,  4  Collier  St.  (at 
Yonge).  Toronto. ON. M4W  1L7.PH: 
(416)961-4161 

Harbinger  Gay  Men's  Drop-In. Tues, 
12-6  PM,  Rm  214,  Vanler  Residence, 
York  University. 

Harbinger-Lesbian  Drop-In.  Wed  3-5 
PM.  214  Vanier  Residence,  York 
University 
Hassle-Free  Clinic,  VD  testing  and 

'  nation.  2HomewoodAve., 
Suite  101, Toronto, ON  PH:(416) 
922-3323, 

Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans,  20 
Berryman St. .Toronto, ON  PH:|416) 
925-4047 

Lesbian  a  nd  Gay  Trade  Union 
Group.  PO  Box  162,  Station  K. 
Toronto,  ON, M4P2G5. 
Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto 
(LOOT).  342  Jarvls  St.,  Toronto,  ON. 
M4Y  2G6.  PH:  (416)  960-3249. 
Metropolitan  Communily  Church, 

(OMIcesat)29  Granby  St., Toronto, 
ON.M5B1HB  PH:(416)364-9799. 
Pink  Triangle  Press,  PO  Box  639,  Stn 
A  Toronto.  ON,  M5W  1G2.  PH:  (416) 
863«320 

Three  of  Cups ,  Women's  Coffee 
House,  342  Jarvls  St.,  Toronto,  ON, 
M4Y  2G6.  PH:(416) 967-2882. 
TAG,  Peercounselllng  telephone 
service.  Box  6706.  Stn  A.Toronto, 
ON.M5W  1X5  PH:  (416)964-6600. 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore, 85 
Harbord  St.,  Toronto,  ON,  M5S  1G5 
PH:  (416)  922  8744. 
Trensvestltes  in  Toronto.  PO  Box 
873.  Station  A.Toronto,  ON, 
M5W1G3  PH  (416)466-7112. 


Dignity /Vancouver,  Box  1036, 

Vancouver.  BC,  V6B  3X5. 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Box 

1463,  Stn  A,  Vancouver,  8C, 
V6C2P7  PH:  (604)689-3139 
The  Gay  Fellowship,  2012  Dollanon 
Highway.NcrthVancouver.BC  PH: 
(6041929-3966  Meet  2ndThursat8 
PM;4thSunat2PM 
Gay  People  ol  Simon  Fraser.  c/o 
Sludent  Society  Simon  Fraser. 
8urnaby.8C.PH:  (604)291-3181  or 
291-3111. 

Gay  Peopled  UBC,Box9,  Student 
UnlonBldg  ,Umv  of  BC,  Vancouver. 
BC,  V6T  1W5  PH:  (504)228-6781. 
Bights  ot  Lesbians  Subcommittee, 
BC  Federation  ol  Women.  1730 
Stephens  St  ,  Vancouver,  BC. 
V6K3V5 

SEARCH  (Society  tor  Education, 
Action,  Research  &  Counselling  In 
Homosexuality),  Bo.  48903,  Bentall 
Centre,  Vancouver.  BC.V7X  1A8. 
SEARCH  Community  Services.  28- 
448  Seymou  r  St  ,  Vancouver.  BC 
PH  (604)689-1039. 
SEARCH  Youth  Group  c/o 
SEARCH,  28-448  Seymour  St.. 
r.BC. 


VICTORIA 


victoria  Women's  Centre.  2658 
Roseberry  St.,  Victoria,  8C.V8R3T7 
University  of  Victoria  Gay  Club, 
Student  Union  Bldg.  U  ot  Victoria. 

Bo.  1700.  Viclona,  BC.VBW2Y2- 

WINDSOR 


Windsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002, 
Sandwich  Stn. ,  Windsor,  ON , 
N9C  3Y6.  PH;  (519)252-0979. 


WINNIPEG  _ 


Council  on  Homosexuality  and 
Religion.  P.O.  Box  191 2,  Winnipeg, 
MB.R3C3R2. 

Dignity /Winnipeg,  Box  1912, 
Winnipeg,  MB.  R3C  3R2 
Gays  for  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU, 
University  ol  Manitoba,  Winnipeg, 
MB,  R3T  2N2.  PH:  (204|  2698678. 
Manitoba  Physicians  lor  Homo- 
sexual Understanding,  Box  3742, 

_MB.R2W3R6. 
Winnipeg  Gay  Community  Centre 
Project.  Box  3742, Stn 8, Winnipeg. 
MB.R2W3R6 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27,  UMSU, 
Winnipeg,  MB,  R3T  2N£  PH:  (204) 
269-8678. 

Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society, c/o  A 
Woman's  Place,  143  Walnut  St., 
Winmpeg,MB,R3G  1P2.PH:<204) 


N ATI  O  NAL/REGIONAL 

Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639, 

Sin  A,  Toronto.  ON,  M5W  1G2.  PH; 

(416)863-6320. 

Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  In  Ontario 

(CGRO),  PO  Box  1 56,  Stn  P,  Toronto, 

ON.M5S2S7. 

Committee  to  Defend  John  Damlen, 

PO  Box  608.  Stn  K,  Toronto.ON, 

M4P2H1. 

The  John  Damlen  Foundation,  PO 

Box  117,  Sin  V,  Toronto.  ON. 

M6R  3A4. 

Libertarians  for  Gay  Rights,  c/olan 

Young,  315  B  Ian  tyre  Ave., 

Scarborough,  ON,  M1N2S6. 

Manitoba  Gay  Coalition.  PO  Bm 

3742,  Station  B.Winnipeg,  MB, 

R2W3R6. 

NOP  Gay  Caucus,  163  Rusholme 

Rd, Toronto,  ON, M6H  2Y6. 

National  Gay  Rights  Coalition/ 

Coalition  National*  pour  les  Droits 

des  GeKefs  (NG  RC/C  N  DG).  CP 

2919,  Succ  O,  Ottawa,  ON.  K1 P  5W9. 

PH:  (613)233-0152. 

Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  Box 

543,  Stalion  F,  50  Charles  St.  E., 

Toronto.  ON.  M4Y  2L8.  PH:  (416)654- 

1183. 

Prairie  Regional  Office.  NGRC  PO 

Box  3742,  Station  B,  Winnlpeg.MB, 

R2W3R6. 

Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition,  Box 

BOS.  Saskatoon  jSK. 


PUBLICATIONS 


After  Stonewall.  Box  2051,266 
Graham,  Winnipeg,  MB,  R3C3M2 
The  Body  Politic,  PO  Box  7289.  Stn 
A,  Toronto.ON,  M5W  1X9. 

Gay  Tide.  Bo.-  146 i.  Sin  A. 
Vancouver.  BC,  V6C  2P7 
Lesbian  Canada  Lesbienne,  c/o 
APPLE,  PO  Box  361 1 ,  Halifax  South 
Postal  Stn.  Halifax.  NS,  B3J  3K6. 


NGRCForum/ForumdelaCNDG. 
CP36.SuccC,  Monlreal.  PQ. 
H2L4J7, 


tg 


The  Body  Politic 
is  pleased  to  announce 

.at  Cq 

1st  prize  $100 

2nd  prize  $75, 3rd  prize  $50 

Judges:  Jane  Rule  &  Marie-Claire  Blais 

Lesbian 
Fiction  Contest 


How  it  came  to  be 

"I  don't  know  any  other 

Canadian  lesbian  writers" 

Jane  Rule  said  when  she 

was  interviewed  by  TBP  a 

couple  of  years  ago. 

Wouldn't  it  be  nice  to  find 

some,  we  all  thought. 

Then,  just  recently,  after 

talking  with  Marie-Claire 

Blais,  Jane  wrote  and 

proposed  a  fiction  contest 

for  Canadian  lesbian  writers. 

She  and  Marie-Claire  offered 

to  judge  the  entries.  And  we 

would  publish  the  winners. 

We  leapt  at  the  chance, 

of  course. 

So,  The  Body  Politic  is 

pleased  to  announce  the 

first  Great  Canadian 

Lesbian  Fiction  Contest. 

Who  can  enter 

Entrants  must  be  citizens  or 

residents  of  Canada.  Stories 

must  be  submitted  over 

authors'  real  names,  but 

winning  stories  may  be 

published  over  pseudonyms 

if  necessary .  The  Body 

Politic  will  retain  the  option 

to  publish  the  winning 

stories,  but  copyright  will 

remain  with  the  authors. 


, 


What  to  write 

The  contest  will  be  for  short 
fiction  by  lesbians  and  with 
lesbian-relevant  themes.  (No 
poetry  please)  Stories  should 
be  between  2500  and  3000 
words.  Manuscripts  must  be 
typewritten,  double-spaced 
on8'/2"x  11"  paper.  Two 
copies  of  each  manuscript 
will  be  required  since  our 
judges  live  at  opposite  ends 
of  the  country.  Stories 
cannot  be  returned,  so 
please  keep  a  copy  for 
yourself. 

When  does  it  all  happen 

Entry  deadline  is  October 
31, 1978.  Results  will  be 
announced  in  the  March 
issue  of  The  Body  Politic. 
The  winning  story  will  be 
published  in  April  and  the 
runners-up  may  be 
published  at  any  time  after 
that. 

What  can  you  win 

Fame  and  fortune  can  be 
yours.  First  prize  is  $  100. 
and  publication  in  The  Body 
Politic.  Second  prize  is  $75, 
and  Third  $50. 


The  Great  Canadian  Lesbian  Fiction  Contest, 
c/oThe  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M5W  1X9. 


